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Introduction

On February 13, 1961, Godefroid Munongo—the interior minister for
Katanga, the Congo’s secessionist province, and a loyal supporter of its
leader, Moise Tshombe—made an announcement that had been expected.
Munongo had a reputation for being cold and calculating, and his words
equaled it. With reporters listening around the world, he told how the former
Congolese prime minister, Patrice Lumumba—now an accused communist
sympathizer—had escaped from prison and been killed by the angry inhabit-
ants of a village through which he fled. Munongo preempted denunciations
of foul play: “If people accuse us of killing Lumumba, I will reply, ‘Prove
it!”” He then thanked the fictitious villager assassins by announcing a reward
of $8,000 for ridding the Congo and the world of “a problem” that had “men-
aced the existence of humanity.”"

What had actually happened to Lumumba was in fact even more gruesome
than Munongo’s story. On December 1, 1960, Lumumba fled across the San-
kuru River on his way to Stanleyville, but he was overtaken by the forces of
army chief Joseph Mobutu, who enjoyed “technical assistance” from the Bel-
gian Sireté (the former Belgian police force in the Congo, then operating out
of Katanga) and the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). On orders from
Congolese president Joseph Kasavubu, backed up by advice from the CIA
station chief, Lawrence Devlin, Lumumba was quickly captured and brought
to Camp Hardy in Thysville, a military prison near the capital city of Leopold-
ville (figure 1.1). Meanwhile, U.N. troops, as part of ONUC (Opération des
Nations Unies au Congo, United Nations Operation in the Congo), stood by
and refused to protect him. Despite the endless accusations that Lumumba
was a communist puppet because he had accepted some aid from the Soviet
Union and the Eastern Bloc, not one communist country came to his rescue.



Introduction

Figure I.1. Lumumba Faces Mobutu after His Arrest, December 2, 1960

Source: Associated Press photograph, used with permission.

After pro-Lumumba riots erupted at Camp Hardy prison on the night of Janu-
ary 13, 1961, key Belgian officials in the Congo working for the government
of Gaston Eyskens strongly urged Kasavubu to get rid of his infamous pris-
oner. Although Devlin himself expressed no objection, his silence in the con-
text is indicative of tacit approval.’

In response, an apprehensive Kasavubu, along with Mobutu and Victor
Nendaka, chief of the Stireté Nationale (National Security Services), made
an emergency trip to Thysville. Mobutu explained the daring trip to Devlin as
an attempt to deal with the “all-or-nothing situation” there. The trio planned
the transfer of Lumumba and two other prisoners—former minister of youth
and sports Maurice Mpolo, and the former president of the Senate, Joseph
Okito—to Bakwanga in Kasai Province. Nendaka was the one to shuffle the
prisoners onto a small plane in the wee hours of January 17 and, en route, their
destination was switched to Elizabethville, the capital of Katanga Province.
All three were so badly beaten on the flight that the pilot, nauseated and dis-
gusted, ordered the cockpit door shut. CIA agents in Elizabethville seemed
unaware of what was going on, but wished otherwise. After the “package”
had arrived, they thanked their superiors for sending Patrice, lamenting, “If
we had known he was coming, we would have baked a snake.””



