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For Curran and Cameron, and the many wondrous days
ahead on this mystical planet:

“To see a World in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower,
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour.”

— William Blake
Auguries of Innocence

“A small group of thoughtful people could change the world.
Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

— Margaret Meade



Preface and Acknowledgments

“What's past is prologue.”
William Shakespeare, The Tempest

Environmental law is everywhere and influences every type of law. This
book will help you decipher and understand the complex multitude of
issues, statutes, agency regulations, and court decisions that make up
environmental law. It breaks down the primary topics of environmental and
energy law into key concepts and rules, and then it reassembles them in a
format that makes them easier to work with.

There is an emphasis herein on providing you with the scientific
background to understand each area of environmental and energy law. Each
chapter is intended to ground you in the technical, legal, scientific, and
policy aspects of real-world environmental law practice. In addition, each
chapter provides questions with answers, or Examples and Explanations,
that place you in the position of counsel to corporations, environmental
groups, the government, or lenders, and in the position of prosecutor or
environmental policymaker, to help you see how the law applies in real
situations. This information is detailed enough to provide a complete
foundation even for advanced-level environmental or energy law courses.

The sequence of chapters follows the order of topics as they appear in
many environmental law casebooks. Specific topics may be located easily
either in the table of contents or in the index. There also is a detailed glossary
of key terms and a list of abbreviations at the back of the book.

Environmental and energy law are new, exciting, and growing areas of
the law. And there is no end in sight to their growth. There is no Restatement
of Environmental Law. We are still just beginning the “statement” — the
Restatement is something you may author during your career.

In preparing this book and the Fifth Edition, I gratefully acknowledge the
generous support of the Dean at Suffolk University Law School. I also express
a special thanks to my friend and colleague, Professor Joseph Glannon,
whose vision and creativity paved the way for the Examples and Explanations
series. I also acknowledge the valuable contributions of my environmental
law students and research assistants over the years who helped with the
creation of the original book and later editions: Abigail Albee, Neil
Alexander, Caroline Cho, Joseph Cipriano, William D’Alissandro, Jennifer
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Davis, Donna Drewes, Mark Evangelista, Deborah Gilburg, Andrew Grimes,
Douglas Martland, Maureen Medeiros, Susan Mulholland, Carla Munroe, Joe
Perillo, James Sullivan, Charmaine Surette, Olga Titova, Maureen Vallatini,
and Edy Warren. Grateful thanks are also due to the professional staff at
Aspen Publishers, including Eric Holt, John Lyman, Melody Davies, Betsy
Kenny, Carol McGeehan, and Peter Skagestad. Most of all, I acknowledge
with love the support of my wife and partner, Kathleen, who has made me
rich in sons.

Steven Ferrey
November 2009
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