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Pretace

This book is meant to be used at the scene as a practical field guide when
responding to a death investigation. Some information in the various chap-
ters of the guide may seem repetitious; this is meant to facilitate its field use
by minimizing the need to flip back and forth while processing the scene.
The guide is separated into the following sections for ease of use:

Section I, Death Scene Investigations includes procedures for prepar-
ing to and responding to the scene. The death investigation decision
tree provided in Chapter 2 is an easy-to-follow process to lead the
investigator to a preliminary indication of cause of death. The inves-
tigator then uses the appropriate chapter in Section I to facilitate a
thorough scene investigation.

Section II covers the Recovery of Human Remains from open field,
aquatic, and buried sites, as well as search techniques to locate clan-
destine graves.

Section III details Wound Dynamics and the evidence they may pres-
ent at the scene.

Section IV is used to supplement the death investigation when Special
Death Scene Investigations such as child or infant deaths, sexual
deaths, or scenes involving multiple victims are encountered.

Section V, Death Scene Managment, Tasks, and Resonsibilities covers
the responsibilities, duties, and the necessary techniques to accom-
plish death scene management, documentation, evidence processing,
and death scene procedures.

The appendices include information on processing bloodborne patho-
gens, a series of worksheets that may be reproduced to assist the investigators
at the scene thorough documentation of their activities, and a sudden unex-
plained infant death investigative report form.
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Foreword

Death Scene Investigation: Procedural Guide is the answer to a long recog-
nized dilemma—how to have every death investigated by an experienced
death investigator. Using his considerable experience in death investiga-
tions and forensics, Mr. Maloney has created a procedural guide that gives
everyone including the medical examiner’s investigator, coroner, crime scene
investigator, or detective an on scene guide for processing the death scene.
This field guide will assist in understanding the story the scene tells as well as
developing investigative direction. The Death Investigation Decision Tree is
an innovative, easy to use tool that ensures the scene investigation is focused,
directed, and complete while prompting the investigator to see the “red flags”
that are present but sometimes overlooked. This should be the first tool used
on the scene after familiarization with the scene and basic facts. Easy to fol-
low chapters and complete bulleted procedures are presented in a manner
that minimizes the need to flip back and forth through the guide. The spiral
bound format is designed to fit in a cargo pocket for easy access and transport
to the scene. Unlike textbooks, this guide stands out because it is specifically
designed for use in the field. The medical examiner, coroner, and homicide
detective should not overlook this guide as well; it is a handy reference for
proper procedures to employ in a wide variety of death scenes.

Tom Bevel
President of Bevel, Gardner ¢ Associates, Inc.
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