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In This Story You Will Meet

Hans Thomas, who reads the sticky-bun book on his way to the
philosophers’ homeland

Dad, who grew up in Arendal as the illegitimate child of a
German soldier, before running away to become a sailor

Mommy, who has lost herself in the fashion world

Line, who is Hans Thomas’s grandma

Grandpa, who was sent to the eastern front in 1944

The midget, who gives Hans Thomas a magnifying glass

A fat lady in the pub in Dorf

The old baker, who gives Hans Thomas a glass of pear soda and
four sticky buns in a paper bag

A fortune-teller and her extremely beautiful daughter, an Amer-
ican lady who splits herself in two, a Greek fashion agent, a

Russian brain researcher, Socrates, King Oedipus, Plato, and
a talkative waiter

In the Sticky-Bun Book You Will Also Meet

Ludwig, who came over the mountains to Dorf in 1946
Albert, who grew up as an orphan after his mother passed away
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Baker Hans, who was shipwrecked in 1842 on his way from
Rotterdam to New York, before he settled down as a baker
in Dorf

Frode, who was shipwrecked with a large cargo of silver in 1790
en route from Mexico to Spain

Stine, who was engaged to Frode and was pregnant when he left
for Mexico

The farmer Fritz André and the storekeeper Heinrich Albrechts

52 playing cards, including the Ace of Hearts, the Jack of Dia-
monds, and the King of Hearts

The Joker, who sees too deeply and too much



Six years have passed since I stood in front of the ruins of the
ancient Temple of Poseidon at Cape Sounion and looked out
across the Aegean Sea. Almost one and a half centuries have
passed since Baker Hans arrived on the strange island in the At-
lantic Ocean. And exactly two hundred years have passed since
Frode was shipwrecked on his way from Mexico to Spain.

I have to go that far back in time to understand why Mommy
ran away to Athens . . .

I would really like to think about something else. But I know
I have to try to write everything down while there is still some-
thing of a child in me.

I am sitting by the living-room window at Hisey, watching
the leaves drift from the trees outside. The leaves sail down
through the air and come to rest like a loose carpet on the street.
A little girl wades through the horse chestnuts, which bounce and
scatter between the garden fences.

It’s as though nothing fits together anymore.

When I think about Frode’s playing cards, it’s as though all of
nature has come apart at the seams.
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