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Annual Reports in Medicinal Chemistry has reached Volume 44. I hope that
it continues to be the review resource for medicinal chemists. Volume 44
continues the traditions of Annual Reports in Medicinal Chemistry with 28
chapters covering the themes of central nervous system disease,
cardiovascular and metabolic diseases, inflammation/pulmonary/gas-
trointestinal (GI), oncology, infectious disease, topics in biology, topics in
drug design and discovery and finally our review of new drugs
introduced in 2008 in the “To Market, To Market” section. I am
particularly pleased that Volume 44 contains three case histories detailing
the discovery and development of varenicline for smoking cessation,
aliskerin for hypertension and ixabepilinone for cancer. We will continue
to seek case histories for future volumes because I believe these successes
are some of the most instructive stories in medicinal chemistry.

It is also gratifying to see the breadth of the sources of the reviews in
Volume 44. My colleagues at Bristol-Myers Squibb continue to embrace
the series with seven contributions in Volume 44. Scientists from Pfizer
and AstraZeneca each contributed three chapters to Volume 44, while
Arena Pharmaceuticals and Novartis each contributed two chapters.
Wyeth, Neuraxon, Schering-Plough, Johnson&Johnson, CV Therapeutics,
Exelixis, Lexicon Pharmaceuticals and Gilead scientists each contributed
one chapter to Volume 44. Finally, chapters from Alfred University, the
University of Illinois and an individual consultant completed the line up
for Volume 44. I will continue to look to increase the diversity of
contributing organizations and urge those organizations with significant
medicinal chemistry resources who have not contributed recently to
“step up to the plate” and contribute to this community resource known
as Annual Reports in Medicinal Chemistry. Although we all worry about the
mergers and resulting contractions of medicinal chemistry departments,
we remain a vibrant science, and I am confident that Annual Reports in
Medicinal Chemistry will continue to receive the quality contributions that
have defined this series for over 40 years.

Putting together Annual Reports in Medicinal Chemistry is a team effort
of volunteers, starting with the chapter authors themselves. I thank the
contributors to Volume 44 for their dedication and talent. Helping bring
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Xviii Preface

this all together are the Section Editors: Joel Barrish, Manoj Desai, John
Lowe, David Myles, John Primeau, Albert Robichaud and Andrew
Stamford. I thank them for yet another seamless quality effort. Helping
them and me were a team of reviewers/proof readers that have done a
spectacular job behind the scenes as well. I acknowledge these
reviewers/proof readers by listing their names below as a demonstration
of our appreciation for their time and effort.

AstraZeneca — Mike Barbachyn and Brian Sherer

Bristol-Myers Squibb — Stephen Adams, Joanne Bronson, James Corte,
Andrew Degnan, Murali Dhar, Douglas Dischino, James Duan, Carolyn
Dzierba, Rick Ewing, Matthew Hill, John Hynes, George Karageorge,
Lawrence Marcin, Ivar McDonald, Harold Mastalerz, Michael Miller,
Natesan Murugesan, Richard Olson, Kenneth Santone, Michael Sinz,
Lawrence Snyder, John Starrett, Drew Thompson, Dolatrai Vyas, Michael
Walker and Christopher Zusi

Gilead Sciences — Randall Halcomb, Richard Mackman and Will Watkins
Novartis — Lawrence Hamann

Pfizer — Joe Brady and Joel Morris

Schering-Plough — Brian McKittrick

Wyeth — Jonathan Gross, Steven O’Neil and Dane Springer

Finally, I also acknowledge Shridhar Hedge and Michelle Schmidt for
compiling the “To Market, To Market” review once again. I see that
section as one of the consistent highlights of the book. And last, I also
thank Ms. Catherine Hathaway, my Administrative Assistant, who
always keeps things on an even keel.

In summary, I hope that Volume 44 of Annual Reports in Medicinal
Chemistry continues to be a key reference for your medicinal chemistry
pursuits. As Editor-in-Chief, I continue to look for ways to optimize,
improve and evolve the series. Please do not hesitate to contact me with
suggestions for improving the series (john.macor@bms.com). Thank you.

John E. Macor
Bristol-Myers Squibb, R&D,
Wallingford, CT, USA
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