In October 1947, an eerie silence
greeted the flag-draped coffin of a
fallen WWII soldier as it moved up
New York's Fifth Avenue. There was
no confetti or ticker tape, and many
in the crowd openly wept. America
was bringing the first of its dead
sons home...




DAVID P. COLLEY

LY
| 4

BERKLEY
CALIBER



Most Berkley Books are available at special quantity discounts for bulk purchases for sales
promotions, premiums, fund-raising, or educational use. Special books, or book excerpts, can
also be created to fit specific needs.

For details, write: Special Markets, The Berkley Publishing Group, 375 Hudson Street, New
York, New York 10014.

A Caliber Book

Published by the Penguin Group

Penguin Group (USA) Inc.

375 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014, USA

Penguin Group (Canada), 10 Alcorn Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M4V 3B2, Canada

(a division of Pearson Penguin Canada Inc.)

Penguin Books Ltd., 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL, England

Penguin Group Ireland, 25 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, Ireland (a division of Penguin Books Led.)
Penguin Group (Australia), 250 Camberwell Road, Camberwell, Victoria 3124, Australia

(a division of Pearson Australia Group Pty. Ltd.)

Penguin Books India Pvt. Led., 11 Community Centre, Panchsheel Park, New Delhi—110 017, India
Penguin Group (NZ), Cnr. Airborne and Rosedale Roads, Albany, Auckland 1310, New Zealand

(a division of Pearson New Zealand Ltd.)

Penguin Books (South Africa) (Pty.) Ltd., 24 Sturdee Avenue, Rosebank, Johannesburg 2196, South Africa

Penguin Books Ltd., Registered Offices: 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL, England
This book is an original publication of The Berkley Publishing Group.

Copyright © 2004 by David P Colley
Text design by Tiffany Estreicher

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, scanned, or distributed in any printed or electronic form without
permission. Please do not participate in or encourage piracy of copyrighted materials in violation of the
author’s rights. Purchase only authorized editions. :

Caliber is a registered trademark of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.

The “C” design is a trademark belonging to Penguin Group (USA) Inc.

First edition: November 2004

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Colley, David.
Safely rest / by David P. Colley.
P. c<m.
Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 0-425-19835-9
1. World War, 1939-1945—Repatriation of war dead—United States. I Title.

D810.D4C63 2004
940.54'6—dc22 2004045691

PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 21




To Mary Liz
And to Pad, Chris, Erin, and Jack
For all their wonderful support and love
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Second Lieutenant Jesse D. Franks, Jr. in late 1942, just prior
to assignment overseas with the 8th Air Force in England.
(courtesy of Nancy Lee Goodall)

Dr. Franks, wearing his customary Homburg, in Switzerland, 1948.
(courtesy of Nam)j Lee Goodall)



Portrait of the Franks family —Red, Dr. Franks and Sallie—
around 1923 on the steps of the First Baptist Church parsonage,

Columbus, Mississippi.
(courtesy of First Baptist Church)

Red as bugler at Camp Ridgecrest at age 14, 10 years before Ploesti.
He sounded Taps every night at bedtime.
(courtesy of Darrell Richardson)



Red playing his favorite game, football, at Ridgecrest
in 1939. Red is the quarterback.
(courtesy of Darrell Richardson)

Red Franks, at right, with high school
buddies in Columbus in 1937.
(courtesy of Nancy Lee Goodall)



Dr. Franks and his second wife Augusta at the celebration of his
25th year as pastor of the First Baptist Church
(courtesy of First Baptist Church)



Portrait of Dottie Turner circa 1941
(courtesy of Dawn Gerakaris)




Red’s wallet contained his call-
ing card as well as two pictures
of Red and Dottie. The photos
were taken three months before
Red went overseas and were in
his wallet when he bailed out g5
over Ploetsti. The wallet and its
contents made its way back,
through the years, to Nancy Lee
Goodall, who gave it to the au-
thor. The photo is a typical
WWII photo of young lovers
made poignant by separation

and loss.

(courtesy of the author)
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A booklet of prayers sent by Dr. Franks to Red in North Africa
shortly before the Ploesti attack.
(courtesy of Nancy Lee Goodall)



Photo of the B-24D Strawberry Bitch, similar to Euroclydon. Strawberry Bitch
was assigned to the 376th BG, the Liberandos and flew out of Africa. She is
painted the putty color, desert camouflage, of the planes that were stationed there.
The photo clearly shows the greenhouse where the bombardier sat. Strawberry
Bitch is on display at the US. Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio.
(courtesy of United States Air Force Museum)



The crew of Euroclydon in the Libyan desert just days from the Ploesti
mission. Red Franks is 4th from left, kneeling in front row, wearing his officer’s cap.
Lt. Jack Warner is 3rd from left, front row, without a shirt.

(courtesy of Karen Warner Pearce)
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