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The Economics of UN Peacekeeping

Peacekeeping is a security concept that is very representative of the current ideas
on interventionism, multilateralism, human rights and humanitarianism. UN
peacekeeping plays an important role in international security and includes
various activities that go beyond the original roles assigned to UN armed forces
(for example, humanitarian aid, election supervision, disarmament, mine clear-
ance, civilian protection and peace-building). The problem is to define the eco-
nomic efficiency of these operations and to develop some recommendations in
the context of an economic globalization process.

Although UN peacekeeping has shortcomings, it must be considered essential
for organizing and defending the world politico-economic order. UN peacekeep-
ing is a political activity, but its production strongly depends on nations’
economic considerations. Governments make political decisions that also take
into account the economic gains they expect to obtain from their contribution to
any specific mission. With low means and inadequate strategies to meet the
challenges, UN peacekeeping must pay particular attention to resolving the
problems of free riding and of prisoner’s dilemma in contributions that delay
deployments and create significant financial problems. Understanding how
peacekeeping can be most cost-effectively carried out, while considering the
importance of legitimacy in interventions, is essential.

This book believes that regional organizations can ease the UN’s financial
responsibility by managing conflicts in their regions. But, to be most effective,
they must involve the UN in their interventions. This book also emphasizes UN
peacekeeping trust funds as the key to better financial effectiveness. It strongly
recommends that NATO be empowered by the UN with the role of a global
peace police force, and proposes the establishment of a UN high-ranking team of
international specialists in peacekeeping issues. This research should be of inter-
est to students and researchers looking at international and political economics,
as well as international relations, defense, security and peace studies.

Nadége Sheehan is Research Associate at the University of Grenoble, France.
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Introduction

Although there is no document that indicates the official date of the first peace-
keeping operation, it is usually considered that the term ‘peacekeeping’ appeared
for the first time in the mid-1950s when the United Nations Organization (UN)
created a new international force (UNEF I) to meet the security problems of the
period. The idea was to replace collective security, which was ineffective for the
least, with a new system that would generate increased commitment among
Member States. Although it was first organized to respond to the international
community’s specific national needs, it is mainly in the 1990s, after the Cold
War, that the concept of peacekeeping activities really occupied a central place
in UN activities. The tasks assigned to peacekeepers — the ‘blue helmets’ — were
then increased substantially and became more diversified.

The world has changed considerably since 1945. The end of the Cold War
gave way to the emergence of many national disputes. After interstate wars, con-
flicts today occur especially within nations themselves. Since the beginning of
the 1990s, the UN therefore has had to manage numerous intrastate conflicts as
well as growing terrorist activities. UN peacekeeping can no longer simply
attempt to arbitrate conflicts. It must analyze all their causes. Conflicts no longer
particularly seek the accumulation of wealth, or colonization. Current threats
particularly pertain to power concemns, poverty, economic inequalities, the deg-
radation of the environment, the proliferation and risks of the use of weapons of
mass destruction, and terrorism.

It is necessary that UN peacekeeping lend its support to the globalization
efforts, in working toward the reduction, or the eradication of threats, which
particularly affect developing countries. UN peacekeeping, in the end, promotes
trade, economic, political and social relations between individuals, regions and
among nations.

Peacekeeping has always been — and is still today — subject to significant
development.

The international security environment and the current implications of
economic globalization lead to the emergence of terms such as ‘third-generation’,
or even ‘fourth-generation’ and ‘fifth-generation’ peacekeeping operations. UN
peacekeeping has evolved to become more muiltidimensional in nature; it com-
prises a range of components that include military, civilian police, political affairs,



