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PREFACE

I never quite understood the meaning of the old saying “The law is a jealous
mistress” until I began a career in law. The answers to society’s questions
can be found in the law, and as society changes, so must the law to meet its
needs. Consequently, one must always be aware of these changes. The more
one knows, the more there is to learn. The law can be fascinating, frustrating,
and rewarding. The purpose of this text is to introduce the student to the
various aspects of the law that affect the daily lives of millions of people in
the United States. Whether one plans a career in the law, business, the hu-
manities, the health care industry, or any other aspect of American life, it
will be affected by the law and a constant awareness of it is essential. Con-
sequently, one of the goals of this text is to give the student a greater appre-
ciation of the law’s capacity to be a source of stability and simultaneously a
source of change. It is also hoped that the text will inspire the student to
continue to explore the countless evolving facets of the American legal system.
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ABOUT THIS BOOK

This text is designed for the student who is studying law for the first time.
Each chapter is designed to introduce the student to fundamental legal con-
cepts and principles. Chapters 1 through 6 provide an introduction to the
American legal system, the manner in which law is created and administered,
and certain considerations that affect legal disputes. Each of the remaining
chapters (Chapters 7 through 14) concentrates on a different area of law by
exploring basic principles and terminology. The areas covered include prop-
erty, business, estates, tort, and criminal law.

Each chapter is organized into sections followed by assignments that in-
corporate the information within the text. At the end of each chapter are
review questions that test the student’s general comprehension of the prin-
ciples contained in the chapter. Words in boldface type in the text are legal
terms that are defined in the glossary at the end of the text.
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