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GENERAL EDITORS’ PREFACE

In the English-speaking world, the Cambridge Histories have since the
beginning of the century set the pattern for multi-volume works of
history, with chapters written by experts on a particular topic, and unified
by the guiding hand of volume editors of senior standing. The Cambridge
modern history, planned by Lord Acton, appeared in sixteen volumes
between 1902 and 1912. It was followed by The Cambridge ancient history,
The Cambridge medieval history, The Cambridge history of English literature,
and Cambridge Histories of India, of Poland, and of the British Empire.
The otiginal Modern history has now been replaced by The new Cambridge
modern history in twelve volumes, and The Cambridge ecomomic history of
Europe is now being completed. Other Cambridge Histories recently
undertaken include a history of Islam, of Arabic literature, of the Bible
treated as a central document of and influence on Western civilization,
and of Iran and China.

In the case of China, Western historians face a special problem. The
history of Chinese civilization is more extensive and complex than that
of any single Western nation, and only slightly less ramified than the
history of European civilization as a whole. The Chinese historical record
is immensely detailed and extensive, and Chinese historical scholarship
has been highly developed and sophisticated for many centuries. Yet
until recent decades the study of China in the West, despite the important
pioneer work of European sinologists, had hardly progtessed beyond the
translation of some few classical historical texts, and the outline history
of the major dynasties and their institutions.

Recently Western scholars have drawn more fully upon the rich
traditions of historical scholarship in China and also in Japan, and greatly
advanced both our detailed knowledge of past events and institutions,
and also our critical understanding of traditional historiography. In
addition, the present generation of Western historians of China can also
draw upon the new outlooks and techniques of modern Western historical
scholarship, and upon recent developments in the social sciences, while
continuing to build upon the solid foundations of rapidly progressing
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European, Japanese and Chinese sinological studies. Recent historical
events, too, have given prominence to new problems, while throwing
into question many older conceptions. Under these multiple impacts the
Western revolution in Chinese studies is steadily gathering momentum.

When The Cambridge history of China was first planned in 1966, the
aim was to provide a substantial account of the history of China as a
bench mark for the Western history-reading public: an account of the
current state of knowledge in six volumes. Since then the out-pouring of
current research, the application of new methods, and the extension of
scholarship into new fields, have further stimulated Chinese historical
studies. This growth is indicated by the fact that the History has now
become a planned fourteen volumes, which exclude the earliest pre-
dynastic period, and must still leave aside such topics as the history of
art and of literature, many aspects of economics and technology, and
all the riches of local history.

The striking advances in our knowledge of China’s past over the last
decade will continue and accelerate. Western historians of this great and
complex subject are justified in their efforts by the needs of their own
peoples for greater and deeper understanding of China. Chinese history
belongs to the wotld, not only as a right and necessity, but also as a
subject of compelling interest.

JOHN K. FAIRBANK
DENIS TWITCHETT
June 1976
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The Chinese is transliterated according to the Wade-Giles system, which
for all its imperfections is employed almost universally in the serious
literature on China written in English. For Japanese, the Hepburn system
of romanization is followed.

Chinese personal names follow their native form, that is with the
surname preceding the given name.

Place names present a complex problem, as many of them underwent
changes during the course of the period covered by this volume, some
of them several times. In general we have used the names in use in the
period until 741 and employed as the head-entries in the monographs
on geography in the two Dynastic Histories of the T’ang, even when
(as for example from 742 to 758) this is strictly speaking an anachronism.
In some cases there is possible confusion between modern provincial
names, used as a regional description, and the names of T’ang provinces.
The convention is adopted of hyphenating the syllables of T°ang place
names, and not hyphenating modern names. For example Hopei represents
the modern province, Ho-pei the T’ang province. For modern place
names some non-standard spellings which have become customary, for
example Nanking for Nanching, Sian for Hsian, are retained.

For dates the Chinese and Western years do not exactly coincide. The
Western year which nearly coincides with the Chinese year is used as
the equivalent of the Chinese year. For example 716 is used as equivalent
to the fourth year K’ai-ysian, which in fact ran from 29 January 716 until
15 February 717 (it included an intercalary month). Dates, where given,
are expressed in Chinese lunar months and days, since this makes reference
to the Chinese sources simpler than if they were expressed in the Western
calendar. Western equivalents may easily be found for the T°ang period
in Hiraoka Takeo, Tddai no koyomi (Kyoto, 1954).
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ABBREVIATIONS Xv

EDITIONS EMPLOYED FOR MAIN PRIMARY SOURCES

The Standard Dynastic Histories are cited in the punctuated critical texts
published by the Chung-hua shu-chii, Peking. This edition is also available
in a reprint published in Taipei. Works from this series to which reference
is made are:

Chen shu, 2 vols., 1972

Chiu T’ang shu (abbreviated as CTS), 16 vols., 1975

Chou shu, 3 vols., 1971

Hsin T’ang shu (abbreviated as HTYS), 20 vols., 1975

Hsin Wu tai shib, 3 vols., 1974

Nan shib, 6 vols., 1975

Pei Ch’i shu, 2 vols., 1972

Pei shib, 10 vols., 1974

Sui shu (abbreviated as SS), 6 vols., 1973

Wei shu, 8 vols., 1974
Collected works of individual authors, unless otherwise specified, are

cited from the editions reprinted in the Ssu-pu t5°ung-£’an.

Buddhist works, unless otherwise specified, are cited from the Taisho
shinshii Daiziokyi edition of the Buddhist canon.
The editions of other frequently cited primary sources are as follows:

Ch'sian T’ang-wen, imperial edn, 1814; reprinted in facsimile, Hua-wen
shu-chii, Taipei, 1961; Hua-wen shu-chii, Taipei, 1961. (Abbreviated
as CTW)

Tzu-chibh £ ung-chien, Ku-chi ch’u-pan-she edn, Peking, 1956. (Abbreviated
as TCTC)

Ts’e-fu ysian-kuei, edn of Li Ssu-ching, 1642; reprinted in facsimile Chung-
hua shu-chii, Peking, 1960; Ching-hua shu-chii, Taipei, 1965. (Abbre-
viated as TFYK)

T’ang hui-yao, Kuo-hsiieh chi-pen tsiing-shu edn, Shanghai, 1935 ; reprinted
Chung-hua shu-chii, Peking, 1957. (Abbreviated as THY')

T’ang lin-tien, edn of Konoe Iehiro, 1724; reprinted in facsimile Wen-hai
ch’u-pan-she, Taipei, 1962. (Abbreviated as TLT)

T’ung tien, Shih T’ung edn, Shanghai, 1936. (Abbreviated as TT)

T’ang ta chao-ling chi, Shang-wu yin-shu-kuan edn, Shanghai, 1959.
(Abbreviated as TTCLC)

Wen-hsien t'ung-Fao, Shih-t'ung edn, Shanghai, 1936. (Abbreviated as
WHTK;

Wen-yiiar. ying-hua, edn of 1567 with prefaces by T’u Tse-min and Hu
Wei-hsin; reprinted in facsimile, Chung-hua shu-chii, Peking, 1966.
(Abbreviated as WYYH)
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Table 1. The Sui emperors and their reign periods

Emperor Reigned Reign titles
Wen-ti 581604 K’ai-huang 581-600
Jen-shou 6o1—4
Yang-ti Gog-17 Ta-yeh Gos—17
Kung-ti 617-18 I-ning 617-18

For full details see A. C. Moule, The rulers of China 221 BC — 1949 AD
(London, 1957), p. 34



TABLES Xviu
Table 2. Outline genealogy of the T ang imperial family
Kao-tsu §66-635
reigned 618-26
18t 2nd | L L L L L
Li Chien-ch’eng Tai-tsung 599649
HA 619-26 reigned 626-49
1st | | 9(h| 1 T T | 1
Li Cheng-ch'ien Kao-tsung 628-83 Empress Wu Tse-t'ien
HA 63543 HA 643, reigned 649-83 | 77|  reigned 690705
8 [ sons
15t I [ [ [ sl 6th[ 7th| /8]
Li Chung Li Hung Li Hsien Chung-tsung 656-710 o Jui-tsung 662-716
HA 652-6 HA 656-75 HA 675-80 HA 680, reigned 684 reigned 684-90
Imperial heir 698 piler gnprets Wi
restored 705-10 d 710-12
4 | sons 6 | sons
T 3rd [ 4th [ I 3xd T T 1
Li Ch’ung-chiin Li Ch’ung-mao Hsian-tsung 685-762
HA 706-7 reigned as Wen-wang HA 710, reigned 712-56
under empress Wei 710
30 | sons
I zndl 1Y T TITTT I TT T I T I R R
Li Ying
HA 715-37
xst | I I | I | I T T T T T L
Tai-tsung 727-79
HA 758, reigned 762-79
20 | sons
st | I L . L L . L . L. . L . O L |
Te-tsung 742-805
HA 764, reigned 779-805
11 | sons
1st | L T L L . L L
Shun-tsung 761-806
HA 779, reigned 80§
23 | sons
0 L L G R L T L . R T L L L L L
Hsien-tsung 778-820
HA 8os, reigned 8os-20
20 | sons
1st ! SR 1
Li Ning Hsivan-tsung 810-59
HA 80g9-11 reigned 846-59
xst[ znd—r ! I sth] 12 | sons
Ching-tsung 809-27 Wen-tsung §09-40 Wu-tsung 814-46
HA 822, reigned 824-7 reigned 827-40 reigned 840-6
5 | sons 2 | sons 5 I sons
sth 1st| 1 [ ! 1T 1
Li Ch'eng-mei Li Yung
HA 839-40 HA 832-6
1T T I T & 1 T 1 [ |
I-tsung 833-73
reigned 859-73 HA: heir apparent
8| sons This chart shows the
T — T T 3th T line of succession;

Hsi-tsung 862-88
reigned 873-88

Chao-tsung 867-904
reigned 888-904

2 l sons 10 | sons
— 1 [ T T T T T 1
LiYa Ai-ti 892-908
1A 897-904 reigned 9oq-7

also those heirs apparent
who did not succeed to
the throne,

Other royal princes
wete given the title of
heir apparent as a
posthumous honour, but
did not actually serve

as heir apparent.
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Table 3. The T ang emperors and their reign periods

Emperor Reigned Reign titles
Kao-tsu 618-26* Wu-te 618-26
T’ai-tsung 626-49 Chen-kuan 627-49
Kao-tsung 649-83 Yung-hui 650-5

Hsien-ch’ing 656-60
Lung-shuo 6613
Lin-te 664—5
Ch’ien-feng 666—7
Tsung-chang 668—9
Hsien-heng 670-3
Shang-yiian 6745
I-feng 676—9
T’iao-lu 679
Yung-lung 6801
K’ai-yao 6812
Yung-ch’un 682—3
Hung-tao 683
Chung-tsung 68471 Ssu-sheng 684

(court under control
of empress Wu)

Jui-tsung 684—90t Wen-ming 684
(court under control Kuang-chai 684
of empress Wu) Ch’ui-kung 685-8
Yung-ch’ang 689
Tsai-ch’u 689—90
Empress Wu Tse-t’ien 690—705 T’ien-shou 690-2
Chou “dynasty’ Ju-i 692
Ch’ang-shou 692-4
Yen-tsai 694

Cheng-sheng 694-5
T’ien-ts’e wan-sui 695
Wan-sui teng- 696

feng
Wan-sui t'ung-  696-7
t’ien
Shen-kung 697
Sheng-li 697-700
Chiu-shih 700-1
Ta-tsu 701
Ch’ang-an 701-4
Chung-tsung restored 705-10 Shen-lung 705-7
Ching-lung 707-10
Shao-ti 7101 T’ang-lung 710
(court under control
of empress Wei)
Jui-tsung restored 710-12% Ching-yiin 710-12
T’ai-chi 712
Yen-ho 712
Hsiian-tsung 712-56* Hsien-t’ien 712-13
K’ai-yiian 713—41

T’ien-pao 742-56
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Table 3 (cont.).

Emperor Reigned Reign titles
Su-tsung 75662 Chih-te 756-8
Ch’ien-yiian 75860
Shang-yiian 760-1
Yiian 7612
Tai-tsung 762-79 Pao-ying 762-3
Kuang-te 763—4
Yung-t’ai 765-6
Ta-li 766-79
Te-tsung 779-805 Ta-li 779
Chien-chung 7803
Hsing-yiian 783—4
Chen-yiian 785-805
Shun-tsung 805* Chen-yiian 805
Yung-chen 805
Hsien-tsung 805-20 Yung-chen 805
Yiian-ho 806-20
Mu-tsung 8204 Ch’ang-ch’ing 8214
Ching-tsung 8247 Pao-li 825-7
Wen-tsung 827-40 T’ai-ho 827-36
K’ai-ch’eng 83640
Wu-tsung 8406 Hui-ch’ang 841-6
Hsiuan-tsung} 846-59 Ta-chung 847-59
I-tsung 859-73 Hsien-t'ung 860-73
Hsi-tsung 873-88 Ch’ien-fu 874-80
Kuang-ming 880-1
Chung-ho 881-5
Kuang-ch’i 8858
Wen-te 888
Chao-tsung 888-904 Wen-te 888
Lung-chi 889
Ta-shun 8902
Ching-fu 892-3
Ch’ien-ning 894-8
Kuang-hua 898—go1
T’ien-fu 901—4
T’ien-yu 904
Ai-ti 904—7 T’ien-yu 904-7
* abdicated 1 correctly transliterated Hsiian-tsung. We have used this irregular form

to avoid confusion with Hsiian-tsung (reign 712-56)

+ deposed

For full details see A.C. Moule, The rulers of China 221 BC — 1949 AD (London, 1957),
pp. 54—62. For detailed calendar see Hiraoka Takeo, Todai no koyomi (Kyoto, 1954).
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Table 4. Marriage connections of the T ang royal house

Yang Chung Li Hu Tu-ku Hsin Yii-wen T’ai

i II
u

| %
L -
Yang Chien = 7thd. LiPing = 4thd. Yii-wen Yung Yi-wen Yii = 1std.
(Sui Wen-ti) | I (N. Chou Wu-ti) (N. Chou Ming-ti)
| ;
[}
1 Li Yian
| (T’ang Kao-tsu)
I
I : 1 .
Yang Kuang st d. = Yii-wen Yiin
(Sui Yang-ti) . (N. Chou Hsiian-ti)
Yﬁ-w;:n Yen
(N. Chou Ching-t®
—— Tu-ku clan == Li clan (T’ang royal house)
————Yang clan (Sui royal house) —= Yii-wen clan (Northern Chou royal house)

Yang Chung, Li Hu and Yii-wen T’ai, the founders of the Sui, T’ang and Northern Chou
royal houses, all served as high-ranking generals during the Western Wei, together with
Tu-ku Hsin, to whose daughters all three married their sons.

Table 5. T’ang weights and measures

(@) Length
10 #sun = 1 ch’ib (slightly less than 1 English foot)
5 ch’ib = 1 pu (double pace)
10 ch’ih = 1 chang
1800 ¢ch’ih = 1 /i (approx. ¥ English mile)
(b) Atea
1 mou = a strip 1 pu wide by 240 pu long (approx. 014 acre)
100 mou = 1 ch’ing (approx. 14 acres)
(¢) Capacity
3 sheng = 1 ta-sheng (the standard pint)
10 ta-sheng = 1 tou
10 fou = 1 bu
1 bu = 1 shib (approx. 13 bushels)
(d) Weight
3 liang = 1 ta-liang (the standard ounce)
16 ta-liang = 1 chin (approx. 13 English 1b)
(¢) Cloth

1 p’i of silk = a length 1-8 ¢4’ih in width, 40 cb’ib long
1 tuan of hemp = a length 1-8 ¢h’ib in width, 50 ¢cb’ib long

Further details are given in S. Balazs, ‘Beitrige zur Wirtschaftsgeschichte der T’ang-Zeit’,
MSOS, 36 (1933) 49 ff.
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