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Foreword
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We are all already learners. We learn in all kinds of ways, and we learn
every day in ways large and small. Whether we are in conversation
with colleagues, friends, or family; reading or watching the news; attending

a seminar or meeting; or stopping to ask someone for directions; we are
absorbing and processing new information.

And if you are one of the many people who access the Web as part of your
regular routine to search, shop, socialize, or send messages, you're already
learning online.

The leap from here to the more formal world of online education — engaging
in online classes, pursuing a degree online, or continuing one’s education in
a virtual classroom — is not very large, but it does help to understand the
landscape; to be prepared mentally, emotionally, and technologically; and to
make some good decisions.

In the course of my day facilitating online learning programs, one element
always emerges as a key indicator of the success of the online experience:
the motivation of the learner. As learners, we need to understand why
we're engaging in the process, why it matters to us, and what outcomes we
hope for and expect. If you are reading this, you are probably already quite
motivated. You are taking steps to continue your formal education and to
enhance your life in ways that matter most to you.

The other main ingredient of successful online learning experiences is a
humanely designed, appropriately stimulating, instructionally sound, and well-
supported online program offering. It’s not always obvious when peering in
from the outside whether you have found such a program, which is why some
guidance from the likes of the professionals who wrote Online Education For
Dummies is so handy.

When I first started helping others move their instruction and learning online,
I often was greeted with doubts that Web-based learning could be “as good
as” face-to-face experiences. | don’t know about you, but not every in-person
class I took deserved a trophy. Thankfully, there is now ample evidence —
much of it in the form of success stories from alumni — that online learning



experiences can be even better than offline equivalents. With strong learner
motivation and good design, facilitation, and support, any learning program
can be great.

Everyone has his or her own learning style. My own personal preference when
it comes to learning online is for approaches that feature knowledgeable,
authentic, and supportive guides who accompany the learner through new

or unfamiliar terrain. That is exactly what you have in Online Education For
Dummies. Enjoy your journey.

Jonathan Finkelstein
Founder, LearningTimes.net
Author, Learning in Real Time
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