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SEEING OURSELVES



PREFACE

Beginning the study of human society is an excit-
ing experience. It transforms the ways we under-
stand the surrounding world so that we end up
seeing ourselves in a new way. This extraordinary
collection of readings is designed to make the dis-
covery of sociology, and its application to the in-
vestigation of our own society and others around
the world, rich and rewarding.

This anthology presents the very best of soci-
ological thought, including the work of the dis-
cipline’s pioneers as well as that of men and
women conducting today’s cutting-edge re-
search or raising significant questions about hu-
man society. It provides excellent reading
material for a number of courses, including in-
troductory sociology, social problems, cultural
anthropology, social theory, social stratification,
American studies, women’s studies, and mar-
riage and the family.

THE THREE C’S: CLASSIC,
CONTEMPORARY, AND CROSS-
CULTURAL

The third edition of Seeing Ourselves, the most
popular reader in the discipline, has more out-
standing scholarship than ever before—seventy-
five selections that represent the breadth and depth
of sociology. This unique anthology is not only ex-
tensive; it also systematically weaves together
three different kinds of selections. For each gen-
eral topic typically covered in a sociology course,
three types of articles are included: classic, con-
temporary, and cross-cultural.

Classic articles—twenty-nine in all—are soci-
ological statements of recognized importance and
lasting significance. Included here are the ideas of
sociology’s founders and shapers—including
Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, Max Weber, Georg
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Simmel, Ferdinand Toennies, as well as Margaret
Mead, W. E. B. Du Bois, Louis Wirth, George Her-
bert Mead, and Charles Horton Cooley. Also found
here are more recent contributions by Jessie
Bernard, Robert Merton, Erving Goffman, Peter
Berger, Kingsley Davis and Wilbert Moore, C.
Wright Mills, Talcott Parsons, Leslie White, and
Jo Freeman.

Of course, we recognize that not everyone will
agree about precisely which selections warrant the
term “‘classic.” We hope, however, that instructors
will be pleased to see the work of so many out-
standing men and women—carefully edited with
students in mind—available in a single, affordable
source.

Twenty-four contemporary selections focus on
current sociological issues, controversies, and ap-
plications. These articles show sociologists at
work and demonstrate the importance of ongoing
research. They make for stimulating reading and
offer thought-provoking insights about ourselves
and the surrounding world. Among the contem-
porary selections in Seeing Ourselves are Shu-
lamit Reinharz on feminist research, Dianne
Herman pointing out the cultural roots of sexual
violence, William Bennett’s contention that the
United States is entering a period of cultural de-
cline, Deborah Tannen’s view of why the two
sexes often talk past each other, Sally Helgesen on
the competitive edge women bring to the corpo-
rate world, Robert Reich’s investigation of the do-
mestic consequences of the global economy,
William Julius Wilson’s account of the ghetto un-
derclass, William O’Hare’s profile of affluent
Latinos, Naomi Wolf on the “beauty myth,”
Stephanie Riger’s research on sexual harassment,
Betty Friedan’s views on aging, James Woods on
homosexuality in the workplace, Catharine
MacKinnon’s analysis of pornography as a power
issue, Norval Glenn’s argument that the trend in
the United States is for people to put their indi-
vidual interests ahead of loyalty to their families,
Gerald Jaynes and Robin Williams’ comparative
look at the health of black people and white peo-
ple in the United States, Lester Brown’s survey of
the state of the world’s environment, and Robert

Bellah's thoughts about the difficulty of finding a
sense of meaningful participation in modern
society.

The twenty-two cross-cultural selections offer
sociological insights about the striking cultural di-
versity of our world. Included are well-known
works such as “The Nacirema” by Horace Miner,
“India’s Sacred Cow” by Marvin Harris, and “The
Amish: A Small Society” by John Hostetler. Other
articles explore issues and problems including
how race and class affect socialization, ways in
which advertising depicts people of various back-
grounds, differences between Japanese corpora-
tions and their U.S. counterparts, global patterns
of crime, the staggering burden of African poverty,
varying cultural attitudes toward homosexuality,
traditional arranged marriage in India, Islam’s
view of women, academic achievement among
Southeast Asian immigrants, how the AIDS epi-
demic is ravaging other continents, and the plight
of indigenous peoples worldwide. Cross-cultural
selections broaden students’ understanding of
other cultures as well as stimulate critical think-
ing about our own society.

ORGANIZATION OF THE READER

This reader parallels the chapter sequence com-
mon to textbooks used in introductory sociology.
Of course, instructors can easily and effectively
use these articles in a host of other courses, just as
teachers can assign articles in whatever order they
wish. For each of the twenty-two general topics, a
cluster of three or four articles is presented, in-
cluding at least one classic, at least one contem-
porary, and at least one cross-cultural selection.
The expansive coverage that these seventy-five ar-
ticles provides ensures that instructors can choose
readings well suited to their own courses.

The first grouping of articles describes the dis-
tinctive sociological perspective, brings to life the
promise and pitfalls of sociological research, and
demonstrates the discipline’s applications to a vari-
ety of issues. The selections that follow focus on key
concepts: culture, society, socialization, social in-



teraction, groups and organizations, and deviance.
The focus then turns to various dimensions of so-
cial inequality, with attention to class, race and eth-
nicity, gender, and aging. The major social
institutions are covered next, including the econ-
omy and work; politics, government, and the mili-
tary; family; religion; education; and health and
medicine. The final sets of articles explore dimen-
sions of global transformation—including popula-
tion growth, urbanization, the natural environment,
social movements, and social change.

A NOTE ON LANGUAGE

All readings are presented in their original form; the
editors have not altered any author’s language.
Readers should be aware that some of the older
selections—especially the classics—use male pro-
nouns rather than more contemporary gender-neu-
tral terminology, and one article employs the term
“Negro.” We have not changed the language in any
article, wishing not to violate the historical authen-
ticity of any document. We urge faculty and stu-
dents, with the original articles in hand, to consider
the significance of changing language in their analy-
sis of the author’s ideas.

TEACHING FEATURES

This reader has two features that enhance the learn-
ing of students. First, a brief introduction, preced-
ing each selection, presents the essential argument
and highlights important issues to keep in mind
while completing the reading. Second, each article
is followed by “Critical-Thinking Questions,”
which develop the significance of the reading, help
students evaluate their own learning, and stimulate
class discussion.

INSTRUCTOR’S MANUAL
WITH TEST QUESTIONS

Prentice Hall now offers with Seeing Ourselves an
Instructor’s Manual, prepared by Leda A. Thomp-

Preface  XVii
son. For each selection, the Instructor’s Manual
provides a summary of the article’s arguments and
conclusions, eight multiple-choice questions (with
answers), and several essay questions. The multi-
ple-choice questions are also available on com-
puter disk for users of IBM and Macintosh
personal computers.

CHANGES TO THE THIRD EDITION

We are grateful to our colleagues at hundreds of
colleges and universities who have made Seeing
Ourselves a part of their courses. Energized by this
unparalleled reception, the editors have produced
the strongest edition yet—one that includes more
articles and better material. Here are the key
changes:

1. Thirty-one new articles appear in the third
edition, bringing the total to seventy-five. We
have added eight new classics to this revision,
including work by Toennies (“Gemeinschaft
and Gesellschaft”), Durkheim (“Anomy and
Modern Life”), Simmel (“The Dyad and the
Triad”), Margaret Mead (“Sex and Tempera-
ment in Three Primitive Societies”), and
Robert Merton (“Manifest and Latent Func-
tions”). Twenty-three new contemporary and
crosscultural selections reflect new develop-
ments in the field of sociology (such as Shu-
lamit  Reinharz’s  “Feminist  Research
Methods” and Deborah Tanne’s sociolinguis-
tic “You Just Don’t Understand: Women and
Men in Conversation™), as well as changes in
the United States (William Bennett’s “The De-
cline of U.S. Society”) and the larger world
(Jack Mendelsohn’s “Arms Control and the
New World Order™).

2. New coverage of the natural environment is
represented by Rachel Carson’s classic (“Silent
Spring”), Lester Brown’s contemporary survey
(“The State of the World’s Natural Environ-
ment”), and Alan Durning’s global call to action
(“Supporting Indigenous Peoples™).
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3. A new ordering of “institutional’ articles pre-
sents the Economy and Work cluster first since,
in most people’s minds, the economy is the most
influential social institution. Next appear insti-
tutional articles focusing on politics, govern-
ment, and the military; family; religion;
education; and health and medicine.

4. The third edition continues its emphasis on
diversity. In Seeing Ourselves, “diversity”
ieans various points of view on important is-
sues. Moreover, the new lineup contains even
more selections from scholars (especially
women, African Americans, and Latinos)
whose contributions are often overlooked.

In all, the third edition of Seeing Ourselves better
conveys sociology’s diversity of viewpoints and
methodologies as it captures the fascinating com-
plexity of the social world.

As in the past, we invite faculty and students to
share their thoughts and reactions to this reader.
Write to John Macionis at the Department of An-
thropology-Sociology, Olof Palme House, Kenyon
College, Gambier, Ohio 43022-9623 or to Nijole
Benokraitis at the Department of Sociology, Uni-
versity of Baltimore, 1420 North Charles Street, Bal-
timore, Maryland 21201-5779. Internet addresses
for electronic mail are MACIONIS@KENY-
ON.EDU and EANBMANO®@UBE.UB.UMD.-
EDU

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The editors are grateful to a number of colleagues
for their assistance in the preparation of this reader.

First, the relationship between writers and pub-
lishers is a distinctive mix of friendship, discipli-
nary collegiality, creative tension, and a common
commitment to doing the best job possible. For her
unwavering support from the outset, we wish to
express our gratitude to Nancy Roberts, editor-in-
chief at Prentice Hall. Robert Thoresen, senior
sales representative for Prentice Hall, provided
valuable suggestions as the plan for this book took
form. Skillful editorial review was provided by
Amy Marsh Macionis, who, along with Sharon
Duchesne, carefully completed the time-consum-
ing task of securing permission to reprint material.

A number of other colleagues offered com-
ments on the plan for this reader and suggested ma-
terial to be included: E. Keith Bramlett, University
of North Carolina at Asheville; Polly A. Fassinger,
Concordia College; Sam Marullo, Georgetown
University; Harland Prechel, Texas A & M Uni-
versity; Anne Szopa, I. U. East; and Henry A.
Walker, Cornell University.

Finally, John Macionis and Nijole Benokraitis
dedicate this edition of Seeing Ourselves to the
men, women, and children of Lithuania who are
valiantly struggling to create for themselves a so-
ciety with many of the virtues that too many of us
take for granted. We salute our ancestors and rel-
atives for their determination, courage, and un-
flagging spirit despite fifty years of oppression.



CONTENTS

PREFACE

THE SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

Classic

I:

C. Wright Mills, “The Promise
of Sociology” 1

Mills describes the importance and power

of the sociological perspective.

Classic

2:

Peter L. Berger, “Invitation to
Sociology” 6

If sociology amounts to little more than
“common sense,” why does it change our
perceptions of the surrounding world and
ourselves?

Contemporary

3:

Nancy Henley, Mykol Hamilton, and
Barrie Thorne, “Womanspeak and
Manspeak: Sex Differences and Sexism
in Communication, Verbal and
Nonverbal” 10

The dominance of men over women is
reinforced by language as well as
nonverbal communication.

Cross-Cultural

4.

Horace Miner, “Body Ritual Among the
Nacerima” 16

Miner describes a society with bizarre
customs and rituals. Can you guess which
one?



vi  Contents

SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Classic

5: Max Weber, “The Case for Value-Free
Sociology™ 20

Weber makes an enduring statement on the

goal of objectivity in science and fair-
mindedness in teaching.

Contemporary

6: Shulamit Reinharz, “Feminist Research
Methods” 22

Feminist research proposes a basic

reorientation of sociological perspective
and investigation.

Cross-Cultural

7: Ivy N. Goduka, “Applying U.S. Ethics to
Research in South Africa” 29

Doing cross-cultural research is always
difficult and even dangerous.

CULTURE

Classic

8:  Leslie A. White, “Symbol: The Basic
Element of Culture” 37

A noted anthropologist explains the
symbolic foundation of culture.

Classic

9:  Robert A. Merton, “Manifest and Latent
Functions” 42

Cultural patterns have many
consequences; some are widely recognized
while others are more subtle.

Contemporary

10:  Dianne F. Herman, “The Rape
Culture” 44

By linking sexuality and violence, U.S.
culture encourages unhealthy human
relationships.

Cross-Cultural

11:  Marvin Harris, “India’s Sacred
Cow” 53

Harris, an anthropologist, views exotic and
seemingly inexplicable cultural patterns as
sensible strategies for survival in a
particular environment.

SOCIETY

Classic

12:  Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,
“Manifesto of the Communist
Party” 57

In their best-known essay, Marx and
Engels present an enduring criticism of
capitalist society.

Classic

13:  Ferdinand Toennies, “Gemeinschaft and
Gesellschaft” 65

Toennies advances two models of societal
organization that represent lasting
conceptual tools for understanding how
societies change.

Contemporary

14:  William J. Bennett, “The Decline of U.S.
Society” 68

A former federal government official
claims that the quality of life in the United
States is declining, and that people—not
government—must turn things around.



Cross-Cultural

15: John A. Hostetler, “The Amish:
A Small Society” 71
Are the Amish relics of the past, or do they
have important lessons to teach the rest of
us?

SOCIALIZATION

Classic

16: George Herbert Mead, “The Self™ 75
Our basic humanity and each individual’s
distinctive personality arise only through
social experience.

Contemporary

17:  Mary E. Walsh: “Cognitive Development:

Children’s Understandings of
Homelessness™ 83

Our society stigmatizes homeless people as
personally deficient. This labeling leaves
scars that are particularly destructive in
the case of children.

Cross-Cultural

18:

Elijah Anderson, “Growing Up on the
Streets™ 91

Class, race, and ethnicity all have
powerful effects on the socialization
process.

SOCIAL INTERACTION IN EVERYDAY

LIFE

Classic

19:

Georg Simmel, “The Dyad and the
Triad” 98

A pioneering sociologist explains why our
most meaningful relationships typically
involve only one or two other people.

Contents  Vii

Classic

20:

Erving Goffman, “The Presentation of
Self” 100

Face-to-face interaction may seem
spontaneous, but much human behavior is
carefully staged.

Contemporary

21:

Deborah Tannen, “You Just Don’t
Understand: Women and Men in
Conversation” 106

In this selection from her best-selling book,
Tannen explores how gender presents a
formidable barrier to communication even
among married couples.

Cross-Cultural

22

Marty Westerman, “The Death of the Frito
Bandito” 112

Some advertising reflects and reinforces
prejudices. Because minorities are gaining
economic clout in the United States, this
insensitivity is not just wrong, it is also bad
for business.

GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Classic

23:

Charles Horton Cooley, “Primary
Groups” 117

An early U.S. sociologist explains that
intimate group life is vital to the social and
emotional development of human beings.

Classic

24:

Max Weber, “The Characteristics of
Bureaucracy” 121

Weber contends that the rational
orientation of the modern world is most
clearly evident in bureaucratic
organizations.



viii Contents
Contemporary
25: Sally Helgesen, “The Female

Advantage” 125

Women executives are not the
“organization men” of the past; in many
ways, they are better.

Cross-Cultural

26:

Boye De Mente, “Japanese Etiquette and
Ethics in Business” 132

An expanding global economy demands
that we learn more about the business
practices of other societies.

DEVIANCE

Classic

27:

Emile Durkheim, “The Functions of
Crime” 144

Is crime pathological or a normal element
of social organization? Durkheim argues
that crime is found everywhere because it
makes important contributions to social

life.

Contemporary

28:

David L. Rosenhan, “On Being Sane in
Insane Places™ 147

An experiment in which healthy people
request—and receive—treatment at a
mental hospital raises serious questions
about the professional diagnosis of
people’s psychological condition.

Cross-Cultural

29:

Elliott Currie, “Crime in World
Perspective” 160

The United States has one of the highest
crime rates in the world. The problem of
crime has roots deep in the fabric of our
society.

SOCIAL STRATIFICATION

Classic

30:

Kingsley Davis and Wilbert Moore, “Some
Principles of Stratification,” with a
response by Melvin Tumin 166

Davis and Moore argue that there are good
reasons for the fact that social
stratification is found everywhere. Tumin
provides a counterpoint.

Contemporary

31:

Robert B. Reich, “The Global Economy:
Consequences for U.S. Inequality” 174

The Clinton administration’s Secretary of
Labor explains that the expansion of the
global economy has important
consequences for workers here at home.

RACE AND ETHNICITY

Cross-Cultural

32:

Daphne Topouzis, “Women’s Poverty in
Africa” 181

In Africa, the poorest continent in the
world, the poverty rate is approaching 50
percent in many areas. Women and their
children are typically the poorest of the
poor.

Classic

33:

W. E. Burghart Du Bois, “The Souls of
Black Folks” 186

How does a racially conscious society
force African Americans to develop a
“double consciousness,” seeing themselves
as Americans but also as a people set
apart?



Contemporary

34.

William Julius Wilson, “The Black Ghetto
Underclass”™ 191

A small proportion of African Americans
in the United States forms a desperately
poor underclass; these people are
disadvantaged not only by white prejudice
and discrimination but also by historical
economic forces.

Contemporary

35

William O’Hare, “The Rise of Hispanic
Affluence” 196

Many people stereotype minorities as poor.
In fact, the number of rich people of all
racial and ethnic categories is increasing.
Here, we profile affluent Hispanics.

Cross-Cultural

36:

Terry Huffman, “The Transculturation of
Native American College
Students” 200

Traditional Native Americans embrace
cultural patterns at odds with the
individualistic and competitive character
of the U.S. college campus. The result is
low educational achievement within this
category of our population. Can this
cultural conflict be resolved?

SEX AND GENDER

Classic

37:

Margaret Mead, “Sex and Temperament in
Three Primitive Societies” 209

This influential research laid much of the
foundation for later scholarship
concerning sex and gender.

Contents X

Contemporary

38:

Naomi Wolf, “The Beauty Myth” 215

Despite women's recent strides toward
social equality—or, perhaps, because of
them—our society continues to be
preoccupied with the physical
attractiveness of women. Do our notions
about beauty represent a substantial
barrier to women's achievements?

Contemporary

39:

Stephanie Riger, “Why Many Women

Don’t Report Sexual Harassment” 222

Women perceive sexual situations
differently than men do, and the two sexes
also have different approaches to resolving
disputes. Such differences underlie the
controversy over sexual harassment and
explain why women are reluctant to
formally complain about being harassed.

Cross-Cultural

40:

J. M. Carrier, “Homosexual Behavior in
Cross-Cultural Perspective” 229

Sexuality is not simply a matter of biology;
it is very much an element of culture. This
selection explains how people around the
world attach variable meaning to sexual
activity.

AGING AND THE ELDERLY

Classic

41:

Robert N. Butler, “The Tragedy of Old Age
in America” 241

The problems of growing old in a “youth
culture” end up hurting everyone.



X  Contents
Contemporary

42: Betty Friedan, “My Quest for the Fountain
of Age” 247

A founder of the contemporary feminist
movement argues that the elderly are
trapped by many of the same stereotypes
that have blocked the aspirations of
women.

Cross-Cultural

43:  Donald O. Cowgill, “The Aged as
Teachers™ 254

Unlike elderly people in the United States,
the elders of many societies are valued for
the knowledge they have gained over a
lifetime.

THE ECONOMY AND WORK

Classic

44: Karl Marx, “Alienated Labor” 260
Marx maintains that capitalist society
contradicts the social nature of work and
produces alienated workers.

Contemporary

45: James D. Woods, “The Corporate
Closet” 264

In a predominantly heterosexual society,
gay men must devise strategies to manage
their sexuality in the corporate world.

Cross-Cultural

46: Mary Romero, “Maid in the
US.A” 269

In the United States, domestic work—
performed almost entirely by minority
women—is both underpaid and
undervalued.

POLITICS, GOVERNMENT,
AND THE MILITARY

Classic

47: C. Wright Mills, “The Power
Elite” 277

Is the United States a democracy, or is our
society ruled by a rich and powerful elite?

Contemporary

48: Catharine A. MacKinnon, “Pornography:
Morality or Politics?” 283

Many people see pornography as a moral
issue. From a feminist point of view,
however, it is a matter of power.

Cross-Cultural

49: Jack Mendelsohn, “Arms Control and the
New World Order” 290

The end of superpower confrontation
between the United States and the former
Soviet Union presents a historic chance to
enhance peace; however, the world must
now resolve serious local and regional
conflicts.

FAMILY

Classic

50: Jessie Bernard, ““ ‘His’ and ‘Her’
Marriage” 296

Every marriage is really two marriages,
and they are not the same.

Contemporary

51: Norval D. Glenn, “Are Families Really
Important?” 302

Although people in the United States say
families are important, we actually put
other things—including ourselves—first.




Cross-Cultural

52: Giri Raj Gupta, “Love, Arranged Marriage,

and the Indian Social Structure” 306
Members of traditional societies typically
view courtship and marriage quite
differently than we do.

RELIGION

Classic

53: Max Weber, “The Protestant Ethic and the
Spirit of Capitalism” 315

The power of ideas to change the world is
evident in Weber'’s analysis of how early
Protestantism sparked the development of
the capitalist economic system.

Contemporary

54: Kenneth A. Briggs, “Evangelicals in
America” 321

Why is evangelicalism so popular in the
United States, and whom does it attract?

Cross-Cultural

55: Jane I. Smith, “Women and Islam” 325
What are the basic principles that underlie
Islam, a religion widespread in northern
Africa and across Asia? And what does
this religion really say about women?

EDUCATION

Classic

56: Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis,
“Education and Inequality” 332

Although we think that schooling
promotes individual achievement, it has
more to do with maintaining social
inequality than many people realize.

Contents  Xi

Contemporary

57: David A. Karp and William C. Yoels,
“Why Don’t College Students
Participate?” 339

A study of classroom interaction suggests
why most students are so passive.

Cross-Cultural

58: Nathan Caplan, Marcella H. Choy, and
John K. Whitmore, ““Academic
Achievement in Southeast Asian Refugee
Families” 348

The academic excellence of young
Southeast Asian immigrants suggests that
socialization has a greater impact on
achievement than big budgets for school
systems.

HEALTH AND MEDICINE

Classic

59: Talcott Parsons, “The Social Structure of
Medicine” 355

Ilness is a matter of social definitions
negotiated by individuals with family
members and physicians.

Contemporary

60: Gerald David Jaynes and Robin M.
Williams, Jr., “The Health of Black
America” 359

A major study of the state of African
Americans highlights some disturbing gaps
between the health of black people and
white people.

Cross-Cultural

61: Loretta Tofani, “The AIDS Epidemic in
Africa” 370

Half of the world’s people with AIDS live
in Africa. This selection describes the
catastrophic effects of this modern plague
in a Zambian village.



xii  Contents

POPULATION AND URBANIZATION

Classic

62: Georg Simmel, “The Metropolis and
Mental Life” 374

Life in the city, claims one of sociology’s
pioneers, induces a distinctive pattern of
selective perception that both enhances
and threatens our humanity.

Classic

63: Louis Wirth, “Urbanism As a Way of
Life” 381

Wirth makes an insightful statement on the
social patterns that accompany living in
cities.

Contemporary

64: Joe R. Feagin and Robert Parker, “The
Urban Real Estate Game: Traditional and
Critical Perspectives” 387

The major players in today’s cities are the
large business interests.

Cross-Cultural

65: David Berreby, “The Global Population
Crisis” 401

Does the earth lack the resources to
support an increasing population or will
human ingenuity provide strategies to
ensure the well-being of tomorrow’s
people?

THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Classic

66: Rachel Carson, “Silent Spring” 407

Rachel Carson, one of the founders of the
modern environmentalist movement,
awakened the world to the dangers of
chemical pollution.

Contemporary

67: Lester R. Brown, “The State of the World’s
Natural Environment”™ 411

The deterioration of the world’s natural
environment results primarily from the
ways people choose to live.

Cross-Cultural

68: Alan Thein Durning, “Supporting
Indigenous Peoples” 417

The earth is losing not only its biological
diversity but its cultural diversity as well.

COLLECTIVE BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS

Classic

69: Jo Freeman, “On the Origin of Social
Movements” 425

Looking at the women’s movement and the
civil rights movement, Freeman examines
the roots of intentional change.

Contemporary

70: Norris R. Johnson, “The Who Concert
Panic” 438

Media reports of the deaths of eleven
people at a Cincinnati rock concert
illustrate the common but misleading idea
of a “mob psychology.”

Cross-Cultural

71: Brian C. Russo, “Tiananmen Square:

A Personal Chronicle from China” 443
A report on the government’s repression of
the student-led pro-democracy movement
in the People’s Republic of China provides
insights into why such reform efforts
succeed or fail.



SOCIAL CHANGE AND MODERNITY

Classic

72:

Emile Durkheim, “Anomy and Modern
Life” 450

Human beings require the moral
regulation of society because, unlike
members of other species, our aspirations
are not limited by nature. Modern
societies, Durkheim warns, are losing the
capacity to rein in our desires, promoting
the normlessness he terms anomy.

Classic

73:

Max Weber, “The Disenchantment of
Modern Life” 455

Whereas members of traditional societies
explain their existence in terms of mystical
forces, modern people assume they can
rationally comprehend all reality. But
science, claims Weber, provides no answer
to questions of ultimate meaning.

Contents  Xiii

Contemporary

74:

Robert N. Bellah et al., “The Search for
Meaning in Modern America” 457

For many people, modern life is
bewildering, providing too many options
and too little guidance in making
meaningful choices.

Cross-Cultural

75:

Marlise Simons, “The Price of
Modernization: The Case of Brazil’s
Kaiapo Indians” 470

For many poor societies, modernization
presents a dazzling prospect of affluence.
But this promise blinds people to the costs
of losing their traditional way of life.



