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PREFACE

The Housing Act 1980 affects a very wide area of both landlord and tenant
and housing law. Moreover, in some of its parts it evinces a shift of legislative
policy, such as the provisions relating to the compulsory sale of local authority
and other public sector housing (see Chapter I of Part I) and the introduction
of the new, private sector, shorthold tenancy (see Part II). Much of the 1980
Act isamending, however, and the Housing Act 1974 and Rent Act 1977 have
particularly been altered ; the amendments to the latter having often as their
prime object the easement of the landlord’s position.

No work of this nature could be other than introductory, being produced
under great pressure of time. The book takes the form of an introduction to
the Act in sixteen chapters, followed by an anotated text of the Act itself,
the aim of the annotations being chiefly that of analysis of the context, scope
and possible difficulties of the enactment. The introduction to the Housing
Act 1980 performs the function, it is hoped, of affording some guidance to
the provisions, with particular emphasis on new or difficult ones.

I wish to express my thanks to my colleague Mr David Lloyd Evans, who
has often kindly given me the benefit of his thoughts on the Act and topical
news connected therewith; and also to the Law Librarian, University of
Reading Library, Mr Ian Sainsbury, for his frequent and tireless assistance
in unearthing sources. To the staff at Butterworths is owed perhaps the
greatest debt ; not only in relation to essential co-ordination, but also because
of their efficient and willing assistance throughout the preparation of this
work.

It is hoped that any errors or omissions, for which the author accepts sole
responsibility, will not render the book unhelpful in the function it sets out
to perform in relation to a rather long and at times somewhat difficult enact-
ment. There is one point which must unavoidably be made, because it arose
unfortunately after the manuscript went to the printer. It has become clear
(see the Housing Act (Commencement No. 5) Order 1980 (S.I. 1980 No. 1706))
that the provisions in the Housing Act 1980 dealing with amending the pro-
cedure on applications for registration of rent will never be brought into force.
In their place, reference should be made to the Regulated Tenancies (Pro-
cedure) Regulations 1980 (S.I.) 1980 No. 1696), which came into effect on
28th November 1980.

31st December 1980 P. F. SMITH
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