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PREFACE

As with the previous edition, the present effort evolved from
the belief that cardiology, as it applies to infants, children, and
adolescents, has become so complex and extensive that com-
munication with the student is best served by many teachers
rather than by a single one. Thus, the contents of this volume
represent the work of 79 contributors from 33 cardiac centers in
the United States and abroad. Again, the term student is meant
to include the undergraduate, the general practitioner, the
pediatrician, the internist, and the cardiologist.

This second edition is somewhat shorter than the first, a diffi-
cult accomplishment achieved only by the most careful “prun-
ing’’ and with meticulous attentinn given to preservation of
subjects and details believed to be of current interest and
value. Although some chapters have been deleted, others such
as echocardlography, heart disease in the newborn, heart dis-
ease in the adolescent, rheumatic fever in underdeveloped
countries, diseases of the mitral valve, congenital absence of
the pulmonary valve, origin of both great arteries from the left
ventricle, and atherosclerosis are completely new. Also, there
are a number of new contributors who, in accordance with pre-
vious policy, were selected because of their special knowledge
and interest in their respective subjects The reader will readily
recognize that much of the material is based on origina! obser-

~ vations made by the contributors themselves.
+ The general pattern of the text is essentially unchanged in-
" cluding sections devoted to certain areas of general cardiology,
congenital defects, infectious diseases, metabolic and degen-
erative diseases, and special problems. The authors were en-
couraged to include physiologic mechanisms and alterations as
space would permit. Every attempt was made to produce a text
which would be as comprehensive and detailed as possible
within the confines of a single volume of practical length.

Again, all of the chapters were edited to some extent, and,
once more, we ask the contributors’ tolerance for this intrusion
of their literary lives. However, it should be pointed out that
special care was taken to preserve as much of the original styles
as possible in order to reflect the individual personalities of the
authors. '

Certain acknowledgments are in order. We are most grateful
to the other authors who so willingly accepted this added re-
sponsibility despite their heavily burdened schedule of educa-
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tional and investigative activities. Deep appreciation is also
given to the secretaries of the contributors, including those of
our own staff, for their enthusiastic participation. Finally, spe-
cial credit is again due the publishers, Williams & Wilkins, who
spared neither time nor expense to help us make this book what
it is. :

ARTHUR J. Moss, M.D.

FORREST H. ADAMS, M.D.

GEORGE C. EMMANOUILIDES, M.D.
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