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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

The first edition of this book was the product of the collaboration of three
women—Mary Becker, Cynthia Grant Bowman, and N. Morrison Torrey—
who taught law and were committed to the participation of women as genuine
equals in our society, in our educational, legal and political institutions, in the
world of work, and in the family. We included a variety of materials, drawn
both from standard legal sources, like cases and statutes, and from less typical
sources from other disciplines, in order to raise central questions about the
progress women have made toward these goals, the destinations that might be
desirable, and the routes from here to there. Our goal was also to introduce
the reader to the world of current feminist scholarship and activism. The
presentation was thus grounded in feminism, although one pervasive theme
was that there are many types of feminism, which may often lead to different
conclusions on important issues. We also sought to include the perspectives of
women of different races, classes, and sexual orientations, while knowing that
our capacity to realize this goal was necessarily limited. We nonetheless
endeavored to include readings from multiple perspectives and to raise ques-
tions from a variety of viewpoints.

Since publication of the first edition, there have been many new develop-
ments in the law concerning issues of vital importance to women. Writing on
feminism and feminist topics has flourished, including new work in areas such
as critical race feminism, queer theory, and post-modern feminist theory. This
fourth edition continues the commitments of the original book but attempts
to do much more. We continue to present a diversity of feminist perspectives
on issues affecting women’s lives and to broaden our presentation of those
perspectives by being both more multicultural and international than the
previous editions. As a result, new depth has been added to the many
questions of gender and equality discussed throughout the book. Viewing
them from many differing perspectives, we gain opportunities for insights that
were less accessible in prior editions. Our goal remains the same: to invite
controversy and discussion about all of the issues and perspectives included
and to lead us all to a more profound and inclusive understanding of the
conditions of equality.

This new edition marks the retirement of two authors, Mary Becker and
Victoria Nourse, and the addition of two new authors, who bring to it their
substantial expertise in the areas of women and violence (Deborah Tuerk-
heimer) and of feminist theory and family law (Laura Rosenbury); their new
insights inform the pages that follow.

For research and other assistance on this new edition, Cynthia Grant
Bowman thanks Gina Jackson, her assistant, Natanya DeWeese, her research
assistant, and Jean Callihan and Amy Emerson at the Cornell Law School
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Library. Laura Rosenbury is grateful to Susan Appleton, Adrienne Davis,
Tracy Higgins, Martha Minow, and Marc Spindelman, as well as to research
assistants Caitlin Argyros, Elizabeth Chen, Chelsea Duncan, Shay Hinton,
Jane Louise Moore-Maley, and Krysten Skogstad. Deborah Tuerkheimer is
grateful to her research assistants, Amanda Graham, Stella Kestell, Alex
Lubyansky, Elizabeth Lyons, and Justin Whitesides, as well as Lawrence
Arendt, Walter Baumann, and Jody Raphael at DePaul University College of
Law. Kimberly Yuracko thanks Michael Sobczak, her assistant, Libby Weiss,
her research assistant, and Marcia Lehr, her library liaison.

Research support was provided to Cynthia Grant Bowman by Cornell Law
School; to Laura Rosenbury by Washington University School of Law; to
Deborah Tuerkheimer by DePaul University College of Law; and to Kimberly
Yuracko from the Northwestern University School of Law Summer Faculty
Research Program.

Finally, for purposes of clarity, the reader should know that citations,
footnotes, concurring and dissenting opinions have been omitted from the
cases and other materials included in this book without specifically noting
that omissions have been made; footnotes remaining in excerpted materials
retain their original numbers. Any footnotes added by the authors of this book
are indicated by the use of small-case letters.

CynTHIA GRANT BowMAN
Laura A. ROSENBURY
DEeBORAH T'UERKHEIMER
KiMBERLY A. YURACKO

July 2010
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