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Dedication

To the thousands of men and women throughout the world who
have devoted their professional and personal lives to combating the
illegal activities associated with the trafficking of human organs.



Series Preface

While the literature on police and allied subjects is growing exponentially its
impact upon day-to-day policing remains small. The two worlds of research
and practice of policing remain disconnected even though cooperation
between the two is growing. A major reason is that the two groups speak in
different languages. The research work is published in hard-to-access journals
and presented in a manner that is difficult to comprehend for a lay person.
On the other hand the police practitioners tend not to mix with researchers
and remain secretive about their work. Consequently, there is little dialogue
between the two and almost no attempt to learn from one another. Dialog
across the globe, amongst researchers and practitioners situated in different
continents, are of course even more limited.

I attempted to address this problem by starting the IPES, www.ipes.info,
where a common platform has brought the two together. IPES is now in its
15th year. The annual meetings which constitute most major annual event of
the organization have been hosted in all parts of the world. Several publica-
tions have come out of these deliberations and a new collaborative commu-
nity of scholars and police officers has been created whose membership runs
into several hundreds.

Another attempt was to begin a new journal, aptly called Police Practice and
Research: An International Journal, PPR, that has opened the gate to practitio-
ners to share their work and experiences. The journal has attempted to focus
upon issues that help bring the two on a single platform. PPR is completing its
10 years in 2009. It is certainly an evidence of growing collaboration between
police research and practice that PPR which began with four issues a year,
expanded into five issues in its fourth year and, now, it is issued six times a year,

Clearly, these attempts, despite their success, remain limited. Conferences
and journal publications do help create a body of knowledge and an association
of police activists but cannot address substantial issues in depth. The limitations
of time and space preclude larger discussions and more authoritative exposi-
tions that can provide stronger and broader linkages between the two worlds.

It is this realization of the increasing dialogue between police research
and practice that has encouraged many of us—my close colleagues and I con-
nected closely with IPES and PPR across the world—to conceive and imple-
ment a new attempt in this direction. I am now embarking on a book series,
Advances in Police Theory and Practice, that seeks to attract writers from all
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parts of the world. Further, the attempt is to find practitioner contributors.
The objective is to make the series a serious contribution to our knowledge of
the police as well as to improve police practices. The focus is not only in work
that describes the best and successful police practices but also one that chal-
lenges current paradigms and breaks new ground to prepare a police for the
twenty-first century. The series seeks for comparative analysis that highlights
achievements in distant parts of the world as well as one that encourages an
in-depth examination of specific problems confronting a particular police
force.

Although there are numerous books on the topic of organ trafficking,
none view it from a multidisciplinary perspective. In order to fully appreci-
ate and intelligently understand the problem of organ trafficking one must
examine it from a broad perspective, and this is exactly what the editors have
done in The International Trafficking of Human Organs: A Multidisciplinary
Perspective.

For example, it does little good to deal with the problem of organ traf-
ficking from a moral or ethical perspective without examining the econom-
ics that drive individuals who are desperate to seek out those who would
pay them for their organs, or for that matter criminals who attack and drug
victims, subdue them, and steal their organs (typically a kidney). In the final
analysis there is no one perspective that is more important than the other in
understanding the problem. Thus, in keeping with this philosophy, this book
has been organized into the following four parts:

Section 1—A Criminal Justice Perspective

Section 2—A Business and Economic Perspective

Section 3—A Medical, Ethical, and Philosophical Perspective
Section 4—A Theological Perspective

This book has the unique distinction of being applicable across a number
of academic disciplines as well as being useful to a number of government
agencies. The academic disciplines include:

Criminal Justice/Criminology
Business and Economics
Medicine

Philosophy

Theology

Some of the primary government agencies include:

The Centers for Disease Control
Health and Human Services
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Justice Department
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Food and Drug Administration

In addition this book also has the unique feature of having an Instructor’s
Manual, which is not typically developed for edited volumes. The Instructor’s
Manual has been divided into the following six sections:

SECTION I—Learning Objectives
SECTION II—End Article Discussion Questions and Answers
SECTION III—Test Bank of Multiple-Choice Questions

SECTION IV—WEeb sites Dealing with the International Trafficking of
Human Organs

SECTION V—DVDs Dealing with the International Trafficking of
Human Organs

SECTION VI—United States Federal Statutes Dealing with the Issue of
Organ Trafficking

It is hoped that through this series it will be possible to accelerate the pro-
cess of building knowledge about policing and help bridge the gap between
the two worlds—the world of police research and police practice. This is an
invitation to police scholars and practitioners across the world to come and
join in this venture.

Dilip K. Das, PhD
Founding President,
International Police Executive Symposium, IPES, www. ipes.info
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Founding Editor-in-Chief, Police Practice and Research:
An International Journal,
PPR, www.tandf.co.uk/journals
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Preface

The World Health Organization (WHO) reported a few years ago that organ
trafficking and transplantation pose new challenges because the interna-
tional illicit trade in human organs is on the increase, fueled by growing
demand as well as unscrupulous traffickers. The rising trend has prompted a
serious reappraisal of current legislation, while the WHO has called for more
protection for the most vulnerable people, who might be tempted to sell a
kidney for as little as $1,000.

Increasing demand for donated organs, scarce resources, contaminated
donors, high economic profitability, uncontrolled trafficking, fragmented
laws and nonenforcement practices, corruption, and the challenges of trans-
portation between closely related species have prompted a serious reevalua-
tion of international guidelines and given new impetus to the role of the WHO
in gathering epidemiological data and setting basic normative standards.

There are no reliable data on organ trafficking—or, indeed, transplant-
ing activity in general—but it is widely believed to be on the increase, with
brokers reportedly charging between $100,000 and $200,000 to organize a
transplant for wealthy patients, Donors—frequently impoverished and ill
educated—may receive as little as $1,000 for a kidney, although the going
price is more likely to be about $5,000. There is ample evidence to find a
global network of organized criminal cartels engaged in the trade of human
organs, skin, bone, and tissue.

The WHO has also urged governments “to take measures to protect the
poorest and most vulnerable groups from ‘transplant tourism’ and the sale of
tissues and organs, including attention to the wider problem of international
trafficking in human tissues and organs.” Just recently, the police broke up
an international trafficking ring that arranged for Israelis to receive kidneys
from poor Brazilians at a clinic in the South African port city of Durban. But
such high-profile successes merely scratch the surface.

Countries such as Brazil, India, and Moldova—well-known sources of
donors—have all banned the buying and selling of organs. But this has come
at the risk of driving the trade underground.

Behind the growth in trafficking lies the increasing demand for trans-
plant organs. In Europe alone, there are currently 120,000 patients on dialy-
sis treatment and about 40,000 people waiting for a kidney, according to a
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recent report by the European Parliamentary Assembly. The waiting list for
a transplant in 2010 was 10 years. With the potential for this delay result-
ing in death, the desperation of sick people increases dramatically and gives
enormous advantage to the traffickers, who are motivated only by greed.

In Asia, South America, and Africa, there is widespread resistance—for
cultural and personal reasons as well as due to the high cost—to using cadaveric
organs, or those from dead bodies. The failure to adequately screen cadav-
eric organs, skin, bone, and tissue from nations such as African ones with
high rates of communicable diseases adds more public health concerns to
the problem.

In China, the organs of executed prisoners are harvested without their
permission and distributed in rank order to (1) high-ranking government
officials, (2) members of the military, (3) wealthy Chinese and foreigners, and
(4) common citizens.

The majority of transplanted organs come from live, often unrelated
donors. Even in the United States, the number of renal or kidney trans-
plants from live donors exceeded those from deceased donors for the first
time in 2001. Yet the “Guiding Principles” on human organ transplantation,
adopted by the World Health Assembly in 1991, state that organs should “be
removed preferably from the bodies of deceased persons,” and the live donors
should in general be genetically related to the recipient. They also prohibit
“giving and receiving money, as well as any other commercial dealing.”

There are numerous books on the topic of organ trafficking, but none view
the problem from a multidisciplinary perspective. In order to fully appreci-
ate and intelligently understand the problem of organ trafficking, one must
examine it from a broad perspective, and this is exactly what we have done in
this edited volume. For example, it does little good to deal with the problem
of organ trafficking from a moral or ethical perspective without examining
the economics that drive individuals who are desperate to seek out those who
would pay them for their organs, or for that matter physicians who illegally
remove a kidney from poor or otherwise socially marginal hospital patients
during routine and minor surgeries for other medical problems. In the final
analysis there is no one discipline that is more important than the other in
understanding the problem, but in combination they provide a perspective
that is missing in any single source. Thus, in keeping with this philosophy, we
have organized this book into the following four sections:

Section I: A Criminal Justice Perspective

Section II: A Business and Economic Perspective

Section III: A Medical, Ethical, and Philosophical Perspective
Section IV: A Theological Perspective
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Each section of the book will be preceded by a brief annotated summary
of each research paper to assist readers in identifying which ones might be of
particular interest to them.

Note

1. World Health Organization, “Organ Trafficking and Transplantation Pose New
Challenges,” http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/82/9/feature0904/en/index.
html.
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Key Terms

Normally when key terms are incorporated into an edited volume, they
are inserted either after each chapter or in the back of the book. However,
we believe it makes better sense for the reader to become familiar with
these “key terms” prior to reading each of the papers or for that matter hav-
ing to constantly go to the back of the research paper or the back of the book
to check the key terms. Thus we have chosen to put the key terms at the
very beginning of this book. We would strongly recommend readers become
familiar with the key terms before they start to read this book.

Altruism: The principle or practice of unselfish concern for or devotion to
the welfare of others.

American Medical Association (AMA): An organization of U.S. physicians.
It was founded in 1847 “to promote the science and art of medicine
and the betterment of public health.” It has about 250,000 members,
about half of all practicing U.S. physicians. Its publications include
Journal of the American Medical Association, American Medical
News, and journals on medical specialties.

Bellagio Task Force on the International Traffic in Organs: This task force
examined the ethical, social, and medical ramifications for the traf-
ficking, donation, and sale of human organs and evaluated strategies
to ameliorate them. The task force’s report recommended steps that
could be taken to promote public trust in organ donation and to pro-
tect the well-being of all participants.

Bioethicists: These are individuals and groups who examine a variety of eth-
ical issues, including the procurement of organs, the voluntary sale
of organs by the poor, and all the problems associated with it, includ-
ing relevant philosophical, ethical, and medical issues.

Brain Death: The irreversible end of all brain activity (including any invol-
untary activity necessary to sustain life) due to total necrosis of the
cerebral neurons following loss of brain oxygenation. It should not
be confused with a persistent vegetative state.

Cadaveric Organ Donation: These are organs legally harvested from indi-
viduals who are already deceased. In most cases, the decedent has
given permission to harvest their organs prior to death or family
members have given permission.



XXVi Key Terms

Caritas: Latin for charity, the Christian concept of spiritual and brotherly
love, which is love for all people.

Center for Organ Recovery and Education (CORE): A regional not-for-
profit organ procurement organization serving Pennsylvania, New
York, and West Virginia. CORE is one of 58 federally designated
agencies in the United States known as a not-for-profit organ pro-
curement organization (OPO).

Commodification of Human Organs: This is the buying and selling of
human organs as one would any other commodity on the free mar-
ket. It is based upon the assumption that compensation for the pur-
chase of organs is no different from any other permissible forms of
body commodification.

Council of Europe: Traditionally, this has been the most active European
institution in fighting organized crime. However, in the past 10 years
it has been addressing issues in the field of biomedicine, which focuses
on guidelines for organ and tissue removal and transplantations.

Cyclorosporine-A: A drug that controls a recipient’s immune response and
reduces the possibility of the body rejecting the transplanted organs.

Debt Peonage: This involves individuals who are in debt or in some kind
of financial crisis. In many cases, the donors are women who are
primarily low-paid domestic workers whose families have run out of
credit and have money lenders knocking at the door. Thus, the deci-
sion is made by the woman or perhaps her husband to sell an organ
in order to pay for this debt.

Dermalogan: A product made of processed human skin and skin-based gel
that is sold to plastic surgeons for use in operations to enlarge the lips
and smooth wrinkles.

Economic Failure: This occurs in cases of an acutely inefficient use of capital
and labor and/or when there is an exceedingly unjust distribution of
basic goods and services for subsistence.

Economic Failure Hypothesis: This is a hypothesis that concludes that the
level of predatory organized crime is directly and positively cor-
related with the failure of the attainment of general material well-
being by the population under the economic system.

End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD): A final stage of kidney impairment that
is irreversible, cannot be controlled by conservative management
alone, and requires dialysis or kidney transplantation to maintain life.

Extortion-Protection Trap: The paradoxical condition in which a crimi-
nal organization is capable of providing effective protection simply
because it poses a credible threat of illegal violence.

Falun Gong: This is an international group based in China with transna-
tional membership that has allegedly been targeted for procurement
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of organs because of their political and religious beliefs, which are
contrary to that of the Chinese Communist Party.

Forward Market: This is a system in which individuals could sell the future
rights to one or both of their kidneys for money to be received at
the time of such sale. Organ brokers or financial intermediaries can
make one payment buying the rights to one or both organs for a life-
time or annual payments of lesser amounts, in leasing the rights for
a year.

Free Market for Human Organs: The legalization of the sale of body parts
as a legitimate free market activity in which the donor has complete
rights regarding the sale of his or her body parts.

Hemodialysis: A medical procedure that uses a special machine (a dialysis
machine) to filter waste products from the blood and to restore nor-
mal constituents to it.

Hemophilia: A group of inherited bleeding disorders in which the ability of
blood to clot is impaired.

Human Gametes: These are reproductive cells that unite during sexual repro-
duction to form a new cell called a zygote. In humans, male gametes
are sperm and female gametes are ova (also called oocytes or eggs).

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV): A retrovirus that causes immune
system failure and debilitation. HIV is spread through direct contact
with bodily fluids and can also be transmitted via organ transplant
if the donor is HIV positive.

Karnataka Authorisation Committee: This was a committee set up under
the Transplantation of Human Organs Act of 1984 in India to insure
that no buying and selling of human organs take place.

Kidney Belts: These are countries that appear to be disproportionately provid-
ing kidneys to wealthier countries. The kidney belt countries include
the Philippines, Iraq, Turkey, Romania, Moldova, and Georgia.

Kidney Colonies: These are geographic locations within a country in which
a disproportionate number of citizens sell their kidneys. An example
of this would be Tamil Nadu, a state in India in which more than
10 percent of the population has sold kidneys for financial gain.

Kidney for a Dowry: A fairly common strategy for poor parents to arrange a
comfortable marriage for an otherwise economically disadvantaged
or “extra daughter,” essentially a spare kidney for a spare daughter.

Kidney Theft: This form of theft often involves allegations of kidney theft
from poor and otherwise socially marginal hospital patients during
routine and minor surgeries for other medical problems.

Mandated Choice: This is a choice in which individuals would be required
on a regular basis to indicate whether they are willing to donate
an organ or not. It can be included on tax forms or when a person
renews a driver’s license.



