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The second edition of Mastery of Surgery
is brilliantly edited by Lloyd M. Nyhus
and Robert J. Baker and maintains the im-
pressive profile of the first edition. This
is a very thorough text, easily read and
commendably comprehensive.

Throughout the text the editors have
been selective in their choice of contribu-
tors, linking the subject with clearly
identifiable authorities in the field. The il-
lustrations are well chosen, with special
emphasis on the important points. The
Editor's Comment at the end of the chap-
ters will be much appreciated by readers
because they represent sound, cogent,
and fascinating appraisals of each sub-
ject. The anatomic features of each dis-
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order are reviewed with appropriate em-
phasis on the significant surgical features.
Each bibliography is highly selective,
with inclusion of the recognized classic
references as well as more recent reports
in the literature.

As one reviews this text it becomes ob-

" vious that it has been edited and written

by those thoroughly familiar with the
subjects who are both surgical scientists
as well as experienced clinicians. This
combination makes it a work of particular
importance to students and residents as
well as practicing surgeons. Moreover,
the chapters are thoroughly updated and
provide a complete analysis of each of
the disorders discussed. To individualize

each subject, the editors have divided the
text into 194 thoughtfully considered
chapters.

In this second edition of Mastery of Sur-
gery the editors have produced a spectac-
ular achievement, creating a text of nota-
ble thoroughness and reliability. It is easy
to predict that it will maintain, and in-
deed surpass, the record of its predeces-
sor. It will be well received by those in
the surgical and allied health professions
who will find it to be an invaluable ref-
erence source.

David C. Sabiston, Jr., M.D.
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The popularity of the first edition of this
text ensured the need for further edi-
tions. Naturally we were gratified to
learn that our first effort was of such tech-
nical excellence that it won the American
Association of Publishers’ R. R. Hawkins
Award, an annual prize for the best
professional or scholarly book.

It was from this base that we undertook
the task of updating and modifying our
prior work. Many chapters remain, but
all have been brought into the current
mode of accepted practice. New sub-
jects have been interspersed throughout
the text. They include resection and
reconstruction of the trachea, modern
concepts in operations on the breast,
management of thoracic injuries, stapling
techniques, endoscopy, a new operation
for gastroduodenal disease, a range of
new procedures on the biliary tract and
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pancreas, new approaches to the problem
of hernia, and a new section on surgical
approaches to the peripheral venous sys-
tem. X

We have again emphasized certain points
made by our contributing authors in the
editorial comments on their chapters. In
no instance are these comments intended
to, nor should they be construed to, crit-
icize or refute the author’s approach.
They are meant to add a second view of
possible strategies for a successful ap-
proach to a surgical problem.

The contributing authors are acknowl-
edged national or international authori-
ties in the areas in which they have writ-
ten. Equally important, they are skilled,
experienced teachers of surgery. We are
deeply indebted to each of them for pro-
ducing a worthy contribution.

We must express our deep appreciation
to our colleague, Dr. Harry Monsen, who
reviewed every manuscript for anatomic

_accuracy and continuity. Similarly, our

editorial colleague, Catherine Judge, has
kept us conceptually and grammatically
honest.

Our friends at Little, Brown and Com-
pany, Lynne Herndon, Michael A. Gran-
ger, and Karen Feeney, have contributed
greatly, not only in editing and publish-
ing expertise but also in encouragement,
patience, and general good humor.

We sincerely hope our readers derive as

much pleasure and benefit from reading

this book as we have from compiling and
editing it.

L.M.N.

R.J.B.
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