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Preface and Acknowledgements

This book is a common product of a long-term co-operation between
two research projects. One, Trade Liberalisation and Social Regulation in
Transnational Constellations is directed by Josef Falke and Christian Joerges
in the context of the Collaborative Research Centre 597 ‘Transformations
of the State’, financed by the German Science Foundation.! The second,
Transnational Governance, Deliberative Supranationalism and Constitutionalism
is directed by Christian Joerges in the context of the Integrated Project
Re-constituting Democracy in Europe (RECON), supported by the European
Commission’s Sixth Framework Programme and co-ordinated by
ARENA—Centre of European Studies at the University of Oslo.2 Drafts
of most of the contributions were presented at a conference in Bremen
in February 2009. This conference was just one of various endeavours.
Its agenda emerged from a seminar on Markets as Social Institutions,
organised by the editors and their colleague Gralf-Peter Calliess in the
summer term of 2008, and the core issues of the conference were taken
up in a series of further seminars during the summer term of 2009. But
not only does the book mirror, reflect and summarise these activities, it
is also the third in a row of related efforts. The first was Transnational
Governance and Constitutionalism, published just like the present volume
in the ‘International Studies in the Theory of Private Law’.3 The prepara-
tion of the second? started with a seminar on Constitutionalising Economic
Market Integration and Multilevel Governance in Europe and Worldwide
organised jointly by Christian Joerges and Ernst-Ulrich Petersmann in
2003/2004 at the European University Institute in Florence, Italy, and fol-
lowed by a conference on Legal Patterns of Transnational Social Regulation
and International Trade in the autumn of 2004, to which a great number
of researchers from the Bremen Collaborative Research Centre and the
RECON Project contributed.

There is much continuity in the research agenda which these books
document. And yet, the present volume opens both a new stage and
new perspectives. Karl Polanyi, Globalisation and the Potential of Law in

L Details at http:/ /www.sfb597.uni-bremen.de/?SPRACHE=en.

2 Details at http:/ /www.reconproject.eu/.

3 Christian Joerges, Inger-Johanne Sand and Gunther Teubner, Transnational Governance
and Constitutionalism, (Oxford-Portland OR: Hart Publishing, 2004).

4 Christian Joerges and Ernst-Ulrich Petersmann, Constitutionalism, Multilevel Trade
Governance and Social Regulation (Oxford-Portland OR: Hart Publishing, 2006; 2nd edn
2011).



viii Preface and Acknowledgements

Transnational Markets continues to discuss the constitutionalisation of
the law of post-national constellations, but it also seeks to link these
debates with the present state of economic sociology. The key figure of
that renaissance is clearly Karl Polanyi, an emigrant from Austria, whose
unforgettable work The Great Transformation was published at the end of
the Second World War.®> The present interest in his work has certainly
been intensified by the world financial crisis which erupted right after
our seminar in 2008. However, our discovery of his work is older than this
crisis,® and our agenda will, so we confidently assume, survive this crisis.
We need not believe that ‘we are all Polanyians now’,” but we will have
to live with the further migration of political contests into a globalising
economy and the challenges that these processes entail for the prospects
of legitimate law-mediated governance.

We wish to express our gratitude for the financial support that we have
received from both of our funding institutions. We owe special thanks to
Olga Batura, who shouldered the bulk of the organisational work which
conferences inevitably produce.

As so often on previous occasions, Chris Engert has invested a huge
amount of time, energy and diligence in the editing of all the contribu-
tions and in the preparation of their publication.

Bremen, February 2010
Christian Joerges and Josef Falke

5 K Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time,
(Boston MA: Beacon Press, [1944] 2001).

¢ And older than the Bremen seminar; see the references to Polanyi in G Teubner, ‘Societal
Constitutionalism: Alternatives to State-Centred Constitutional Theory?’, in Transnational
Governance and Constitutionalism, above note 3,3-28, at 12, and in R Wai, ‘Conflicts and Comity
in Transnational Governance: Private International Law as Mechanism and Metaphor for
Transnational Social Regulation through Plural Legal Regimes’, in Joerges and Petersmann
(eds), note 4 above, 22962, fn 82.

7] Beckert, ‘The Great Transformation of Embeddedness: Karl Polanyi and the New
Economic Sociology’, (2007) MPIfG Discussion Paper 07 /1.
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