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PREFACE .

Thirty-four years ago the edmorshlp of the Text-
" book of Pediatrics, which had been earlier edited

by Griffith and Mitchell, was assumed as an obliga-
° tion of friendship by Waldo E. Nelson after-the

death of A. Graeme Mitchell. The Fourth and
subsequent editions, first as “Mitchell-Nelson™

- and then as “Nelson,” have thrived, with the indis-

pensable help of a host of contributors and under
the gifted leadership and editorial direction of
- Dr. Nelson. |

It is with some trepldatlon and a sense of some-
what awesome responsibility that we have taken
on the job of editing the Tenth edition of the
Nelson Textbook of Pediatrics. As contributors
since the Sixth (VCV) and Seventh (RJM) editions

“we have been taught and had our writing and edi-
* torial skills sharpened by a master of the art, in

whose tradition of excellence we hope to follow; we

» cannot expect to equal Dr. Nelson’s incredible

capacity for sustained hard work devoted to

-“the book.” We can appreciate and are thankful

for the fact that the editorial burden is shared
. between us.

Unlike the Fourth (Dr. Nelson’s first) edltlon,
. which was pubhshed 30 years ago, this Tenth
_ &dition is not a “new” book. It has, however, been
extenswely‘ revised and is as close to current
" knowledge and practice as we have been able to
‘ -achieve. It is larger than the last ed:txon, in re-

. sponse to the contjnued rapid expansion of pedi- -

atric knowledge; we have attempted to balance the
needs't6 keep this edition both comprehensive and

\ not unwieldy in size.

-« With:Dr. Nelson, we subscribe to the idea of a
book that will meet the needs both of medical
. ‘students and of practicipg physicians. In addition,
. we hope that it may be of use to nurses and to

pediatric nurse practitioners, to child health as-
sociates, to family physicians’ assistants and other
“new” health professionals who now participate
in the delivery of health care to children. *

We have lost three contributors through death
since the last edition. They are Joseph B. Bilder-
back, M.D., Howard W. Robinson, Ph.D., and
Stanley W. Wright, M.D. We should like to record
our indebtedness to these men for their help with
previous editions.

We would like to thank our contributors not only
for their help but for their forbearance at what
must have, at times, seemed ruthless editing. The
job could not have been accomplished without the
patience and support, both direct and indirect, of
Deborah Vaughan and Elizabeth McKay and of
the members of the Departments of Pediatrics of
Temple University and of the University of
Vermont. Particular thanks must go to Mrs.
Billie Brick of the editorial staff of W. B. Saunders
Company; to Mrs. Marion Canedy, and Doctors
Stephen -V. Cantrill, Joseph D. Dickerman; and
Carol F. Phillips of the University of Vermont; and
to Mrs. Michiko Claflin and Doctors Mary L. Coté
Harold W. Lischner, and Myles G. Turtz of Temple
University and- St. Christopher’s Hospital for
Children. A host of others have contributed in
countless ways to making the task both easier and
more rewarding. -

Finally we must acknowledge our very special
8ebt to Dr. Waldo E. Nelson, who calls hlmself and
is known affectionately as “the old man.” He has
continued as our mentor, model and guide, and has
participated energetically in the preparation of
this Tenth edition. Where the editorial touch has
special merit, the achievement is likely his, one
way or another.

Victor C. VA[IIGHAN‘ III, M.D.
R. JAMEs McKAy
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