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PREFACE

The fourteenth edition of the Textbook of Surgery is a com-
pletely revised and updated version. that provides a thorough
description of the broad field of surgery. The first edition of this
text was published in 1936, and it has since been regularly
revised at appropriate intervals. The traditions of this text have
been maintained in seeking internationally respected contribu-
tors for each chapter as well as the policy of presenting a com-
plete update of each subject with new illustrations and biblio-
graphic references. In this edition the basic scientific aspects of
surgical disorders have been given prime attention in view of
their increasing significance in the thorough understanding of
clinical problems. The importance of this knowledge has been
emphasized by the American Board of Surgery as well as in
continuing education courses.

It is remarkable to reflect upon the many advances that have
been made in surgery since the last edition was published in
1986. Remarkable achievements have been made in preopera-
tive and postoperative care, nutrition, metabolism, cancer
chemotherapy, antibiotics, tumor markers, open heart surgery,
and the role of computers in the diagnosis and treatment of
surgical disorders. To remain abreast of the field in the 1990s,
twelve entirely new sections have been added to cover recent
advances of special significance. These include

“Surgical Aspects of the Acquired Immunodeficiency Syn-
drome” by Drs. Douglas S. Tyler and H. Kim Lyerly

“Lung Transplantation” by Drs. Denald E. Low and Joel D.
Cooper

“Tumor Markers” by Drs. Jeffrey A. Norton and Douglas L.
Fraker

“Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation” by Dr. Robert
H. Bartlett

“Surgical Management of Suppurative Mediastinitis” by
Drs. Thomas J. Krizek and John G. Lease

“Penetrating Cardiac Injuries” by Dr. Fred A. Crawford, Jr.
“Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome” by Dr. William I. Nor-
wood

“Surgical Management of Failed Angioplasty” by Dr. Peter
Van Trigt

“Reoperation for Coronary Bypass” by Dr. George S.
Tyson i

“Kawasaki’s Disease” by Dr. Thomas A. D’Amico

“Surgical Treatment of Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy” by
Dr. H. Newland Oldham, Jr.

“The Role of Computers in Surgical Practice” by Dr. Peter
K. Smith

The sections have been arranged in a consistent format, be-
ginning with a brief survey of the historic advances that have
brought the subject to its present status, followed by the ana-
tomic, pathologic, physiologic, biochemical, bacteriologic, im-

" munologic, genetic, and pharmacologic features of each dis-

order. Following presentatjon of these basic scientific aspects of
surgical problems, emphasis is then placed upon a review of the
clinical manifestations, the findings on physical examination,
and the diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of each condition.

The international impact of the Textbook of Surgery has been
gratifying and continues to heighten each year. It has been
translated into Spanish, Japanese, Portuguese, and Italian. For
more than fifty years the fundamental goal of this text has been
straightforward in its objective to serve the needs of all those
involved in the science of surgery including medical students,
surgical residents, practicing surgeons, and teachers of surgery
throughout the world.

DAvID C. SABISTON, JR.



