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To the Reader

In publishing ANNUAL EDITIONS we recognize the enormous role played by the magazines,
newspapers, and journals of the public press in providing current, first-rate educational
information in a broad spectrum of interest areas. Many of these articles are appropriate for
students, researchers, and professionals seeking accurate, current material to help bridge the
gap between principles and theories and the real world. These articles, however, become more
useful for study when those of lasting value are carefully collected, organized, indexed, and
reproduced in a low-cost format, which provides easy and permanent access when the material
is needed. That is the role played by ANNUAL EDITIONS. Under the direction of each volume’s
academic editor, who is an expert in the subject area, and with the guidance of an Advisory
Board, each year we seek to provide in each ANNUAL EDITION a current, well-balanced, carefully
selected collection of the best of the public press for your study and enjoyment. We think that
you will find this volume useful, and we hope that you will take a moment to let us know

what you think.

The twentieth edition of Annual Editions: Anthro-
pology contains a variety of articles on contempo-
rary issues in social and cultural anthropology. In
contrast to the broad range of topics and mini-
mum depth typical of standard textbooks, this an-
thology provides an opportunity to read firsthand
accounts by anthropologists of their own research.
In allowing scholars to speak for themselves about
the issues on which they are expert, we are better
able to understand the kind of questions anthro-
pologists ask, the ways in which they ask them,
and how they go about searching for answers. In-
deed, where there is disagreement among anthro-
pologists, this format allows the readers to draw
their own conclusions.

Given the very broad scope of anthropology—in
time, space, and subject matter—the present collec-
tion of highly readable articles has been selected
according to certain criteria. The articles have
been chosen from both professional and nonprofes-
sional publications for the purpose of supplement-
. ing the standard textbook in cultural anthropology
that is used in introductory courses. Some of the
articles are considered classics in the field, while
others have been selected for their timely rele-
vance.

Included in this volume are a number of fea-
tures designed to make it useful for students, re-

searchers, and professionals in the field of anthro-
pology. While the articles are arranged along the
lines of broadly unifying themes, the topic guide
can be used to establish specific reading assign-
ments tailored to the needs of a particular course
of study. Other useful features include the table of
contents abstracts, which summarize each article
and present key concepts in italics, and a compre-
hensive index. In addition, each unit is preceded
by an overview, which provides a background for
informed reading of the articles, emphasizes criti-
cal issues, and presents challenge questions.

Annual Editions: Anthropology 97/98 will continue
to be updated annually. Those involved in produc-
ing the volume wish to make the next one as use-
ful and effective as possible. Your criticism and
advice are welcomed. Please fill out the article rat-
ing form on the last page of the book and let us
know your opinions. Any anthology can be im-
proved. This continues to be—annually.

Elvio Angeloni

Editor

(Internet address: evangeloni@paccd.cc.ca.us)




Topic Guide

This topic guide suggests how the selections in this book relate to topics of traditional concern
to students and professionals involved with the study of anthropology. It is useful for locating
articles that relate to each other for reading and research. The guide is arranged alphabetically
according to topic. Articles may, of course, treat topics that do not appear in the topic guide.
In turn, entries in the topic guide do not necessarily constitute a comprehensive listing of all
the contents of each selection.
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Anthropological
Perspectives

For at least a century, the goals of anthropology have
been to describe societies and cultures throughout the
world and to compare the differences and similarities
among them. Anthropologists study in a variety of set-
tings and situations, ranging from small hamlets and vil-
lages to neighborhoods and corporate offices of major
urban centers throughout the world. They study hunters
and gatherers, peasants, farmers, labor leaders, politicians,
and bureaucrats. They examine religious life in Latin
America as well as revolutionary movements.

Wherever practicable, anthropologists take on the role
of “participant observer.” Through active involvement in
the lifeways of people, they hope to gain an insider’s
perspective without sacrificing the objectivity of the
trained scientist. Sometimes the conditions for achieving
such a goal seem to form an almost insurmountable bar-
rier, but anthropologists call on persistence, adaptability,
and imagination to overcome the odds against them.

The diversity of focus in anthropology means that it is
earmarked less by its particular subject matter than by its
perspective. Although the discipline relates to both the
biological and social sciences, anthropologists know that
the boundaries drawn between disciplines are highly ar-
tificial. For example, while in theory it is possible to ex-
amine only the social organization of a family unit or the
organization of political power in a nation-state, in reality
it is impossible to separate the biological from the social,
from the economic, from the political. The explanatory
perspective of anthropology, as the articles in this unit
demonstrate, is to seek out interrelationships among all
these factors. The first four articles in this section illustrate
varying degrees of difficulty an anthropologist may en-
counter in taking on the role of the participant observer.
Napoleon Chagnon'’s essay, “Doing Fieldwork among the
Yanomamo,” for instance, shows the hardships imposed
by certain physical conditions, the unwillingness of the
people to provide needed information, and the vast dif-
ferences in values and attitudes to be bridged by the an-
thropologist just in order to get along.

Richard Kurin, in “Doctor, Lawyer, Indian Chief,” and
Richard Lee, in “Eating Christmas in the Kalahari,” appar-

ently had few problems with the physical conditions and
the personalities of the people they were studying. How-
ever, they were not completely accepted by the commu-
nities until they modified their behavior to conform to
the expectations of their hosts and found ways to partici-
pate as equals in the socioeconomic exchange systems.
Huang Shu-min, in “A Cross-Cultural Experience: A Chi-
nese Anthropologist in the United States,” shows how

“culture shock” can work both ways, as he learns the

importance of personal hygiene in the expression of
American middle-class values.

The final article in this unit, “Cultural Relativism and
Universal Rights,” goes to the heart of one of the key
issues in anthropology: How does one maintain the ob-
jectivity of cultural relativism while not becoming a party
to the violation of human rights? Taking the matter one
step further, the author argues that anthropologists are
in a unique position to actively promote human rights
and are ethically bound to do so.

Much is at stake in these discussions, since the purpose
of anthropology is not only to describe and explain, but
also to develop a special vision of the world in which
cultural alternatives (past, present, and future) can be
measured against one another and used as guides for
human action.

Looking Ahead: Challenge Questions

What is culture shock?

How can anthropologists who become personally in-
volved with a community through participant observation
maintain their objectivity as scientists?

In what ways do the results of fieldwork depend on
the kinds of questions asked?

How does cross-cultural experience help us to under-
stand ourselves?

In what sense is sharing intrinsic to egalitarianism?

How can we avoid the pitfalls of cultural relativity and
ethnocentrism in dealing with what we think of as harm-
ful practices in other cultures?
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