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Preface

The Cellucon-89 Conference, which this book documents, deals with the
sources and exploitation of cellulosics. The native and processed cellulose
structures and their characterisation are authoritatively reviewed. New solvent
systems developed for cellulose processing and applications have transformed
the range of new applications and at the same time preserved the unique
cellulosic properties. The specific application areas considered in the book are:

O Paper and Pulp Technology

O Textile Fibre Technology

O Wood Derivatives: Composites & Laminates

O Industrial Cellulose Derivatives

The environmental benefits of cellulosics are now becoming even more
apparent. Consequently, the special symposium on “Biodegradation and
Utilisation of Phytomass” was extremely timely. The current emphasis is
happily on utilisation rather than disposal, and in this respect the lignin
component of wood is proving a valuable partner to cellulose in new areas of
product development. The review by Dr H. Hatakeyama on the new high
performance materials which can now be derived form lignocellulosics
demonstrates clearly that the long period of speculation about lignin’s potential
is about to end.
Above all, the value and versatility of lignocellulosics from various sources

is demonstrated in this book. It is required reading by those wishing to keep
abreast of this rapidly moving subject.

PROFESSOR GLYN O. PHILLIPS
Chairman, Organising Committee
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