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PREFACE

Russian in Exercises is intended for beginners. It contains some
800 exercises treating most fundamental and typical points of Rus.
sian grammar and vocabulary.

The book is divided into two parts.

1. INTRODUCTORY LEXICAL AND GRAMMATICAL COURSE

The exercises included in this section will enable students to
master the structure of the simple sentence and to learn to ask and
answer various questions, using a selected vocabulary not exceeding
330 words (nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, pronouns and function-
words). At the same time they will help students assimilate such
phenomena of Russian grammar as verb conjugations, the formation
and uses of the past and future tenses, the formation of plural nouns,
adjectives and pronouns, etc.

The fact that the exercises use a limited number of words, which
are therefore frequently repeated, helps to provide students with
a lexical basis so necessary for more extensive study of Russian.

11, BASIC COURSE

1. Uses of the Cases

The presence in Russian of numerous declension patterns oiten
proves to be a stumbling block for foreign students. However, without
a thorough knowledge of these patterns and considerable practice
in their use one cannot acquire good Russian speech habits. Hence
the large number of exercises included in this section.



In introducing the cases and their meanings, the compilers of
this manual followed the practice generally accepted.in Russian tui-
tion for foreigners. They list those cases and their meanings first
which are the most vital in everyday communication. Thus students
are first taught to name persons or objects (1o cmydénm. 3to KHbea.);
then to name places of action (M xuBéM 6 Mockeé. JKypHAN JexAT
6 nopmgpéae.) and objects of action (51 uutdio krizy. Ond miwer nuco-
#0.), etc.

The numerous exercises will enable the student to assimilate
both case forms and the constructions in which they occur.

2. The Use of Verbs

The Russian verb is difficult for foreign students to grasp at
first. This is due (1) to the peculiarities in its conjugation (which
in traditional grammars are reflected in the division of verbs into.
different classes) and (2) to such phenomena as verbal aspects, verbs
incorporating the particle -ca2 and verbs of motion with and without
prefixes. It is these phenomena that make up the subject-matter of
the numerous exercises of this section, designed to teach the student
to use verbs correctly.

3. The Complex Sentence

The exercises included in this section give the student practice
in the use of complex sentences containing clauses introduced by the
commonest conjunctions and conjunctive words. Special attention is
given to clauses introduced by the conjunctive word xomépud and
the conjunction umé6u, since their misuse accounts for the greater
part of mistakes made by foreign speakers of Russian. The section
also contains exercises in replacing direct by indirect speech and
sentences involving participle or verbal adverb constructions by
complex sentences,

The character of the exercises given in this book is determined
by two factors: (1) the specific nature of the language phenomenon
concerned and (2) the need to activise the form concerned in speech.
Thus, the use of cases is best practised in question and answer exer-
cises;, whercas the use of verbal aspeets should be-practised in exer-
cises 1n which the student has to compare the meani ngs of aspect
forms or to choose the appropriate aspect from.among a number of
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forms given in the exercise. The authors of this manual strove to
compile the exercises so that the student should not only memorise
the language phenomena concerned but also learn to use them in
speech. Exercises under the headings “Answer the questions”, “What
questions do the italicised words answer?”, “Complete the sentences”
and “Replace the sentences by synonymous (or antonymous) sentences”
will enable the student not only to consolidate his knowledge of the
various forms and constructions but also to activise them in speech.

Each section comprises a series of graduated exercises. The ini-
tial exercises aim at acquainting the student with the new phenomenon,
Then practice exercises are given, followed in a number of cases by
exercises which demand of the student that he activise the knowledge
he has gleaned in the previous ones.

In the authors’ opinion, the exercises will prove most effective
if they are practised not only in written form, but also orally, as for
instance in the form of answers to the teacher’s questions or as dia-
logues between the students.

The book should be studied in a cyclic pattern and not straight
through from beginning to end. This should prevent the student from
learning the accusative of direction in isolation from verbs of motion,
or the instrumental in isolation from the short form of passive par-
ticiples; it is useful to study the accusative of the object of action in
-conjunction with the section devoted to verbal aspects, etc.

Russian in Exercises is based on alimited number of the common-
est Russian words, a feature which makes it possible to use it to
supplement any comprehensive Russian course.

Authors
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INTRODUCTORY LEXICAL AND
GRAMMATICAL COURSE

The Noun. The Singular
The Questions Ymo 9mo? Kmo smo?

— 210 pom?
— Jla, 310 nom.

— 310 CTYAEHT?
— [Ha, 510 cTynéur.

Exercise 1. Answer the questions.

7 & 7 L

D10 croa? 910 KHira? 310 pyuka? Sto mkad?

1o cTyaént? D10 npenofaBitess? D10 Bpau? D10 N4Mma?
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1o xapawaaw? 3710 poM? 310 OKHO?

— 310 pyuKa?
— Her, 3T10 He pyuka!, 5To KapaHzgamw.

Exercise 2. Answer the questions.

< = il

1o kuAra?  Ato XKyprAN?  Ito crya? 310 ABepL?

310 3o gockd?  Ato wmKkéaa? 310 CTYREHT?
npenosa-
BATEJIL?

1 The negative particle nein pronunciation merges with the word which
follows it [mm pyuxa]. .
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