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Preface

Urban water services are building blocks for healthy cities, and they require
complex and expensive infrastructure systems. Most of the infrastructure is
out of sight and we tend to take the services for granted, but an infrastruc-
ture financing crisis looms because the systems are aging and we are behind
on maintaining them.

This book aims to present clear and practical information for life-cycle
management of these infrastructure systems, and it is my hope that the
material will be useful to public works and utility professionals and provide
a road map to valuable sources of information for all uses. Since the first edi-
tion was published in 2003, new thinking about the future of urban water
infrastructure systems has emerged, and I have tried to describe it. Part of it
is due to learning about what other nations are doing, and part has resulted
from research and experience in the United States.

The evolution of this book begins with opportunities in the 1970s to work
with the ASCE Urban Water Resources Research Program and, in particu-
lar, with Murray McPherson and Scott Tucker. In that period, my consulting
partner, Dave Sellards, always kept my eye on the practical side of things as
we formed Sellards & Grigg, Inc., in Denver, Colorado. As a result of those
experiences, | published two books in the 1980s with John Wiley & Sons,
one titled Urban Water Infrastructure and the other Infrastructure Engineering
and Management.

Along the way, many other people have helped me learn about urban
water infrastructure. In particular,  am indebted to Frank Blaha, who got me
involved with an advisory committee of the Water Research Foundation, and
Mike Woodcock of the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, who
mentored me about managing water supply pipelines.

I thank Joe Clements, Acquisitions Editor for CRC Press, who made the
publishing arrangements for this current book, and Frances Weeks of CRC
Press in Boca Raton, Florida, who oversaw the production process. Both han-
dled their duties with skill and care.

As always, I am grateful to Colorado State University for providing me
with a good place to work on this research.

Neil S. Grigg
Fort Collins, Colorado
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