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Preface

This volume aims to provide a succinct, up-to-date view of the last years
of the imperial tsarist regime and the development of Soviet Russia. We
have decided to emphasize the role of the Great Russian people, center-
ing in Moscow, who have played a predominant part in the emergence
of the Soviet Union as a leading world power over the past 70 years.
Meanwhile, we have not neglected contributions of other Slavic and non-
Slavic peoples in its development.

We find the Marxist-Leninist theory, which has always been required
doctrine in the Soviet Union, inadequate to explain the history of 20th
century Russia, while admitting that it has often enriched the process of
historical inquiry and produced useful insights and interpretations. Re-
jecting the persistent tendency of Marxist-Leninists to force facts and
trends of modern Russian and Soviet history into preconceived and rigid
patterns, we deny that socioeconomic change necessarily precedes or
determines political change. Since many Western textbooks on Soviet
history have slighted Soviet viewpoints and scholarship, we have made
it a point to include such interpretations throughout this volume. While
often disagreeing with our Soviet colleagues’ theories and approaches,
we nonetheless recognize and respect their knowledge and contribu-
tions. To introduce college and university students to major controver-
sies among various historical schools, especially between Soviet and
Western historians, we have included in this textbook a series of prob-
lems that present contrasting views and interpretations of key events.
We hope that these problems will stimulate students to think about ma-
jor historical issues, to probe further on their own, and to reach their
own conclusions based on the evidence. History, after all, is not primarily
Jjust facts and dates to be memorized, but should involve analyzing and
arranging specific data into general and meaningful frameworks.

We have attempted here to present a balanced overall view of mod-
ern and contemporary Russia. Besides political, socioeconomic, military,
and diplomatic history—written entirely by Mr. MacKenzie—are several
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chapters mainly by Mr. Curran on Russian and Soviet culture. The au-
thors have sought to write directly and straightforwardly for the present
college generation, to make recent cataclysmic events important to
everyone appear interesting and relevant. Our hope is that this volume
will also attract the lay reader. We welcome any suggestions for improve-
ments and modifications.

David MacKenzie

Michael W. Curran
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A Note on Russian Dates, Names,
Measures, and Money

=

Dating Russian events has been complicated by the use in Russia until
1918 of “Old Style” dates of the Julian calendar, which in the 18th
century were 11 days behind those of the Gregorian calendar employed
in the West. In the 19th century the lag was 12 days, and in the 20th 13
days. Early in 1918 the Soviet regime adopted the “New Style” Grego-
rian calendar. Generally, here dates have been rendered according to
the calendar utilized in Russia at the time, except that we have shifted
to “New Style” dates beginning with 1917.

Transliterating Russian names into English likewise presents some
peculiar problems. We have adhered largely to the Library of Congress
system but have omitted diacritical marks for the sake of simplicity. Most
Russian first names have been replaced with English equivalents, such
as Peter, Nicholas, and Catherine, but not John and Basil instead of Ivan
and Vasili.

Russian weights, measures, and distances have been rendered in
their English equivalents for the convenience of English-speaking read-
ers. However, Russian rubles have been retained with indications of
their dollar value. The ruble, containing 100 kopeks, was worth about
50 cents in 1914. The official value of the Soviet ruble in 1984 was about
$1.20.



APPENDIX B

Area and Population of Union Republics
(January 1, 1983)

Name of Republic

Armenian SSR
Azerbaijani SSR
Belorussian SSR
Estonian SSR
Georgian SSR
Kazakh SSR
Kirghiz SSR
Latvian SSR
Lithuanian SSR
Moldavian SSR
Russian SFSR
Tadzhik SSR
Turkmen SSR
Ukrainian SSR
Uzbek SSR

USSR

Area (in 1,000
square kms.)

29.8
86.6
207.6
45.1
69.7
2,717.3
198.5
63.7
65.2
33.7
17,075.4
143.1
488.1
603.7
447.4

22,402.2

Population

(8,649,540 sq. miles)

(in thousands) Cepital
3,222 Erevan
6,400 Baku
9,806 Minsk
1,507 Talinn
5,137 Thilisi

15,470 Alma Ata
3,803 Frunze
2,568 Riga
3,504 Vilnius
4,053 Kishinev

140,952 Moscow
4,236 Dushanbe
3,045 Ashkhabad
50,456 Kiev
17,044 Tashkent
271,203 Moscow

Population
(in thousands)

1,095
1,071
1,405
454
1,125
1,023
577
867
525
580
8,396
530
339
2,355
1,944




APPENDIX C

Population of the USSR, January 1,
1985: 276,300,000

Largest Cities of the USSR (estimated population, January 1, 1983).

1. Moscow 8,396,000 11. Dniepropetrovsk 1,181,000
2. Leningrad 4,779,000 12. Thilisi 1,125,000
3. Kiev 2,355,000 13. Odessa 1,097,000
4. Tashkent 1,944,000 14. Erevan 1,095,000
5. Kharkov 1,519,000 15. Omsk 1,080,000
6. Minsk 1,405,000 16. Cheliabinsk 1,077,000
7. Gorkii 1,382,000 17. Baku 1,071,000
8. Novosibirsk 1,370,000 18. Perm 1,037,000
9. Sverdlovsk 1,269,000 19. Ufa 1,034,000
10. Kuibyshev 1,243,000 20. Kazan 1,031,000

SOURCE: The Europa Year Book, 1984: A World Survey.
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Soviet Production of Selected

Industrial Items

Item 1913 1940 1958 1975 1984

Pig iron 4.2 14.9 39.6 99.9 132 million tons (1982)
Steel 43 18.3 54.9 136 154 million tons

Coal 29.2 165.9 496.1 684 712 million tons
Petroleum 10.3 31.1  113.2 459 613 million tons
Electric power 2.0 483 2354 975 1,493 billion kwh.
Automobiles 45 55 1078 1,119 1,300 thousands

(1910-15)
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