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Foreword

The Second Congress FASE is the first outstanding internatio-
nal evant in the field of acoustics held in Poland. Polish acou-
stical community, amounting to 400 people employed in various
branches of acoustics, attaches great importance to this fact.

For the Acoustical Committee of the Polish Academy of Scien-
ces as well as for the Polish Acoustical Society, which are FASE
members, it is a great honour that Poland’s invitation has been
accepted by the FASE president and that we request the pleasure
of receiving such prominent acousticians from all over Europe.

Nowadays acoustics embraces such a vast field of sciences and
technology that it has been necessary to select some of its pro-
blems which, though representing different scientific branches,
are connected by common research methods.

Three groups of themes have been distinguished: 1/ Acoustic
Waves and Structure of Matter, 2/ Ultrasonic Methods of Location
and Recognition, 3/ Objective and Subjective Evaluation of Sound
in a Limited Spaces

For each of these groups, the focus point is to define acous-
tic field depending on medium, body or enclosure in which acous-
tic waves propagate. The acoustic wave 1s an irreplaceable carrier
of information on micro and macrophysical characteristics of me-
dia and bodies as well as a carrier of knowledge about sound sig-
~nals. Therefore it is quite natural to couple objeoctive and sub-
Jective aspects of acoustical problems and fo investigate jointly
various objects which are examined with the help of acoustic wa-
ves.

In spite of its all differences acoustics remains a coherent
scientific and technological field. I hope that the Second Con-
gress FASE will not only present particular acoustical branches
but it will also play an integrative role - becoming a place of
creative discussions among acousticians who represent various
branohes of acoustics using common scientific and techhological
methods. ‘

Proceedings of this Céngress include the papers presented by
representatives of 22 European countries and 9 representatives
of non Buropean ones. Such a wide geographical representation
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is the Dbest evidence of the scientific rank as well as tech-
nological, economic and social significance of acoustics.

It also proves the great contribution of FASE member societies
to the development of acoustics,

Iznacy Malecki
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