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FOREWORD

Even for the experienced construction professional or specialist legal
practitioner, the availability of an intelligent and usable dictionary of con-
struction terms is vitally important. It is only once one understands the
terms being used that one can begin to understand the problem or issue
which needs to be addressed.

Some 35 years ago, a deputy judge dealing with a case only about the
alleged inadequacy of purlins in a roof left it until the fourth and final
day of the trial to ask what a purlin was. Whilst one would not blame any
normal person for not knowing what a purlin was, it did not create any
confidence amongst the lawyers and clients involved in the case that the
judge left it until the last day to ask. If he had had access to this Diction-
ary, the judge would have been told that it is “A horizontal beam in a roof
carried on the principal rafters”. He would have been a better informed
judge at the beginning of the case.

This particular Dictionary has an extensive list of definitions not only of
the technical construction and engineering terms but also of the related
legal, litigation, adjudication or arbitration terms about which parties need
to know in the modern world. It is important that parties involved in con-
struction, engineering and technology understand what the words used by
other parties actually mean. It will often be as important to understand
what a “quoin® is as to appreciate what an actual or would-be lawyer means
by referring to a “quantum meruit”.

This Dictionary draws together thousands of words and terms both from
the technical and legal sides of the business and that is vitally important,
in my view, for people at all levels involved in the construction, engineer-
ing and technology business. For trainees and fully experienced personnel
within the construction and engineering business and for people within
and indeed outside the legal and construction professions, a good widely
drawn dictionary is essential.

I would commend this Dictionary as an extremely useful aid to every-
day practice both for trained and untrained and experienced and even
inexperienced people involved in the construction, engineering and
technology areas.

Mr Justice Robert Akenhead
Judge in charge of the Technology and Construction Court
London



PREFACE

"This Dictionary of Construction Terms is intended to cover a wide range of the
more common as well more esoteric yet important terms a building profes-
sional, lawyer, student, judge, arbitrator, adjudicator, engineering econornist
or the like may require definition upon in the construction law field. The
intention is to clear the fog, and to do so concisely in clear English in an al-
phabetical format. So whether you are looking for the answer to a spandrel
panel, chequerplate, revetment, or NAECI or what is meant by nemo dat quod
non habet or the rule in Pinnel’s case, we have it here, and a whole lot more.

How did it start? In about 1994 I started assembling a construction
database on my Psion Organiser (for those that can remember such pocket
computers) regularly adding building and engineering terms, legal references
etc relevant to the firm’s work as construction lawyers. I was always excited
to learn new terms and add to the record. Then about 10 years ago with
the advent of powerful networked computing and software systems, Fenwick
Elliott created its own intranet platform, and that database was uploaded to
it. It was coined by the office, “Simon Says”. This data rapidly grew with our
busy international practice and with projects that are more complex the legal
issues thrown up blossomed in tandem with the new technologies.

It was pretty clear that often things on Simon Says could not be turned
up easily elsewhere, not even on Wikipedia. Whilst we live in a world where
the computer is king be it iPad, Blackberry or Galaxy etc, we all in truth
welcome the comfort of a book we can sniff, thumb through, sticker up
when we want pages flagged and keep by our elbow.

Jeremy Glover (Solicitor and Partner), Stacy Sinclair (an Architect,
Engineer and Assistant Solicitor) and I were unanimous in the view that none
of the existing ‘building dictionaries’ covered the cross over into the specialist
law we habitually practice in and so the idea was born — drawing on our respec-
tive fields and bringing together construction terms with building law. Jeremy
with his huge knowledge of the FIDIC forms, and adjudication law and the
Stacy on design, architecture, buildability, AutoCAD and BIM to name but a
few. My contribution was more cross over, the ephemera and a miscellany of
facts, laws, technical terms and regulations with a small toe in many camps.
Naturally, other big cheeses at Fenwick Elliott have chipped in too!

Anyhow, this book would not have happened without the triumvirate
efforts of Stacy and Jeremy, and a smidgen from me, the excellent illustra-
tions are Stacy’s own. Our publisher is to be thanked for bearing with us!
At times, fee earning has got in the way, and it has been a long road.

For you the dear reader I hope we have got the balance about right and
covered what you guys need on the hoof, in battle, on site or working late
at your desk when everyone else has gone home.

We know it is not perfect, we have sought to make it up to date as at
15 August 2012,

Simon Tolson
Aldwych 26 September 2012

vii
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