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Preface

Sustained-release versions of drugs are an essential part of the
formulations repertoire of the Pharmaceutical Scientist in the
new millennium. Many important products in this field origi-
nated as pioneering research in academic institutions. A critical
component of their becoming successful products is the science
of pharmaceutical formulation development and the subse-
quent drug development process, fuelled by the efforts of the in-
dustry to satisfy clinical needs.

The scientific work of drug development conducted by com-
panies is largely unpublished partly because publishing is not a
priority, especially when regulatory submissions are underway.
We are therefore especially privileged to collect together in this
volume contributions by excellent scientists who day-to-day
nurture drugs through the delicate process of drug develop-
ment as it applies to sustained-release drug delivery.

Why should the development process for a sustained-re-
lease version of a drug be different from its unmodified coun-
terpart? While some aspects of the process may appear similar,
there are important differences. This volume illustrates answers
by using examples of current types of sustained-release systems
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for local injectable applications. Taking it one step further, the
second half of the book brings together common threads of sci-
entific aspects that apply to any sustained-release formulation of
a pharmaceutical product, such as the scale-up, safety, biocom-
patibility, analytical challenges, quality assurance, and specific
regulatory factors.
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