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©® PREFACE @

In recent years, our understanding of the “Romantic Period" in English literature has changed
dramatically. The rediscovery of forgotten women writers and of neglected working-
class and regional writers, together with a clearer recognition of the many ways in which all
the literary works written in England between 1780 and 1830 responded to the political
and social movements of the time, has led many scholars to question the sufficiency of tra-
ditional aesthetic definitions of "Romanticism.” This is the first anthology of the "Roman-
tic" period to take into account the major role that women played in the production of
literature at this time, as well as the wide range of social and political debates to which both
canonical and noncanonical writers responded in their writings. By including as many
women writers as men, by devoting half of this volume to women and hitherto neglected
male writers, and by prefacing all their works with historical documents that help to locate
and define the major intellectual and political debates of this period, we hope to make it
possible for both teachers and students to pursue these interrogations of English literary
Romanticism in the classroom.

Our General Introduction indicates the working principles that guided the selection of
specific authors and works for this volume. We have included a wide range of literary gen-
res—poetry, prose, fiction, drama, letters, journals—both because we believe that each
genre has its own literary merits and because we believe that such generic variety more ac-
curately reflects the literary culture of this period. By doing so, we also draw attention to
the ways in which women excelled in those forms—drama, prose, fiction, letters, and jour-
nals—not usually included in anthologies of "Romantic poetry.”

Since we believe that authors are influenced by their generational allegiances, we have
arranged authors according to birth date. Under each author, works are given in order of
publication, rather than composition, because we wish to highlight the ways in which lit-
erary works functioned within a public literary sphere. The dates of publication and compo-
sition (when known) of individual works of literature included in this volume are given
both in the Table of Contents and at the beginning of each work. A Comprehensive
Chronology appears as an appendix and includes important historical dates that will help
to locate specific literary works in relation to major political, intellectual, and social events
occurring at the same times. We have provided extensive annotations for each work (many
of these works have not previously been edited or annotated for classroom use), as well as
introductory headnotes for each author that give essential biographical and literary infor-
mation. At the back of the volume we have included a selective bibliography, listing a few
of the major critical works on each writer so that students who wish to pursue further in-
vestigation of an individual writer or literary movement may do so.
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