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Preface

We were pleased when McGraw-Hill Ryerson asked us to prepare a brief edition
Readings in Sociology: An Introduction. This prompted us to do some very
interesting reading, far and wide, in Canadian sociology that we might other-
wise have postponed. Also, we were pleased to prepare this volume because
instructors had requested it. Given the many differences between this book and
our earlier one, the new reader has been given a name of its own — Everyday
Life: A Reader.

In preparing this book, we have made use of two years of informal feedback on
the first edition, and much preliminary thinking about the changes we might
make for instructors requesting a shorter volume. The result is quite a different
book. The first edition was a representative and systematic portrayal of trends
in studies in Canadian sociology. The new edition gives greater emphasis to
recent, not classic, writing and is much more fast-paced reading, intended for
introductory sociology students. As it turned out, different instructors using
the first volume were divided in reporting that they preferred a textbook just
like that one or that they preferred abook like the present one. The difference of
opinion was rooted to a great extent in whether the course was one or two
semesters in length. To their credit, McGraw-Hill Ryerson decided to provide
both books in their offerings.

We have maintained the emphasis on variety and quality from the original
reader in this edition, but we have reduced the size of the volume significantly.
Also, we have set aside articles that introductory instructors found difficult for
their first-year students, and introduced new topics and articles that deserve
wider attention among these undergraduate students. Accordingly, the new
reader is down to 27 articles from 71 in the other edition. And, among these
articles in Everyday Life are many selections or excerpts not included in the
earlier book — over 40% new material.

This new reader continues to cover most of the topics included in the earlier
one. Five sections (on ‘‘social interaction and social organization,” *‘political
and economic organization,” “‘education and the schools,” “work and occupa-
tions,” and ‘“‘community and region’’) have been eliminated. However, we
believe this new arrangement best reflects the use many instructors have been
making of the earlier reader.

Each section of the book begins with a brief introduction intended to link
that section with those that precede and follow it, and to integrate the excerpts
contained in the section. As before, all the articles are closely edited for brevity
and clarity. Also, a biographical sketch of the author(s) still precedes each
piece.
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For those who will acquire an appetite for further fare in Canadian sociology
from reading the material in this volume, the biographical sketches show good
places to begin additional reading. The same is true of the other biographical
sketches and articles provided in Readings in Sociology.

We trust readers of Everyday Life will find this book a refreshing and
exciting introduction to Canadian sociology. We hope you will receive as much
enjoyment and yield from it as we did in putting it together.



Acknowledgements

We want to express our appreciation to several people who provided valuable
assistance with this volume. First level thanks must go, of course, to the
authors of the selections in this book — for producing the material, permitting
its inclusion in this book, allowing our abridgement of their work (in many
instances), and providing, on short notice, brief biographical sketches to ac-
company their contributions. Second, Al Wain, a freelance editor, skillfully
shortened many of the selections to allow more items and authors to be
included and to make for fast-paced reading. Third, Denise Baker and Lorraine
Albrecht, at the University of Waterloo, gave much help with correspondence
and manuscript preparation. Fourth, teaching colleagues at various univer-
sities and McGraw-Hill Ryerson’s reviewers gave helpful suggestions for the
contents of this volume. Fifth, Catherine O’Toole and Norma Christensen at
McGraw-Hill Ryerson gave us strong support. Catherine O’Toole saw the merit
of this brief edition and pressed for its preparation. Norma Christensen han-
dled, with dispatch and grace, the onerous tasks of all correspondence around
permissions requests.

As was the case with our earlier volume, Readings in Sociology with
McGraw-Hill Ryerson, the present project proved to be very difficult because of
the many excellent pieces of work and many exceptional scholars who could
not be included. The length requirements for this volume were very reasonable
on the grounds of manageable reading, but they made for hard constraints on
the number of selections that could be offered. Indeed even the two books, this
one and Readings in Sociology, do not have enough space to allow us to capture
the full richness of current Canadian sociology.

We again applaud this wealth of Canadian research. We dedicate this volume
to our colleagues in Canadian sociology who have given us so many avenues of
understanding everyday social life in Canada.

Xi



Contents

Preface ix
Acknowledgements xi
SECTION ONE : What Is Sociology? 1
Introduction / Editors 1
1. Sociology Compared to Other Fields / Kenneth Westhues 7
2. Foundations of Sociological Theory / Robert Brym 14
SECTION TWO : Culture 25
Introduction / Editors 25
3. Value Traditions in Canadian and U.S. Cultures /
Seymour Martin Lipset 30
4. Religion in Canada Versus the U.S. and England / Reginald Bibby 52
5. ldeology and Social Organization / Patricia Marchak 60
SECTION THREE : Socialization 71
Introduction / Editors 71
6. Role-taking Among Pre-school Children / Nancy Mandell 77
7. Children’s Perceptions of Inequality / Bernd Baldus and
Verna Tribe 88
8. Socialization of Medical Students / Jack Haas and William
Shaffir 98
SECTION FOUR : Deviance and Control 109
Introduction / Editors 109
9. Differences Between Canada and the U.S. in Deviance and Crime /
John Hagan 115
10. The Folly of Criminalizing Juvenile Prostitution / John Lowman 125
11. Patterns of Victimization / Rosemary Gartner 138

vii



viii Contents

SECTION FIVE : Social Inequality

Introduction / Editors

12. The New Shape of Inequality / Paul Bernard and Jean Renaud
13. Social Closure Among Quebec Teachers / Raymond Murphy
14. Does Class Matter? / Wallace Clement

SECTION SIX : Race and Ethnic Relations

Introduction / Editors

15. Chinese Immigrants on the Canadian Prairie, 1910-47 / Peter Li

16. Racial Discrimination in Employment / Frances Henry and
Effie Ginsberg

17. Historical Perspectives on Native Peoples / Augie Fleras and
Jean Leonard Elliot

SECTION SEVEN : Gender Relations

Introduction / Editors

18. The Domestic Economy / Martin Meissner

19. Gender Consciousness at Work / David W. Livingstone and
Meg Luxton

20. Administrative Revolution in Canadian Offices / Graham Lowe

SECTION EIGHT : The Family

Introduction / Editors

21. Models of the Family / Margrit Eichler

22. Female Lone Parenting over the Life Course / Maureen Moore
23. Why Does Family Violence Occur? / Eugen Lupri

SECTION NINE : Social Change

Introduction / Editors
24. Quebec and the Legitimacy of the Canadian State /
Hubert Guindon
25. Feminists in the Academy / Roberta Hamilton
26. The Technicization of Society / Willem H. Vanderburg
27. The Challenge of Changing Demographics / Roderic Beaujot

Copyright Acknowledgements

149

149
154
158
173

183
183
189
199

207

263
263
269
280
289

301
301
307
317

324
333

343



SECTION ONE

What Is Sociology?

his section contains articles about the nature of sociology and, in

this way, sets the stage for the rest of the book. In this introduction,

we define and describe sociology. The first article in the section
distinguishes between sociology and other social sciences; while the sec-
ond article discusses three of sociology’s classic concerns.

Sociology is the science that produces theories about social relations.
To sociologists, the word “*science’” means much the same as it does to
physicists or biologists. Science makes and tests theories about the real
world. A science of social relations is more complex than other sciences,
because people are more complicated than atoms and amoebae. Still, all
sciences have the same goals.

For sociologists, just as for physicists, theories are tentative explana-
tions of the world we can see and measure. We base predictions of future
events on such theories. Then. we judge each theory against competing
theories to see how well they predict the future. We also use theories to
explain social life in the present and the past. A science tests its theories
over and over to improve and even discard them in favour of better ones.

Social relations are relationships between people that are somehow
binding. The subject matter of sociology is the social bond that connects
individuals in groups and societies. In turn, societies are collections of
social relations. A society includes all the understandings (for example,
values and rules) that its members share, all the bonds that are based on
these understandings, and all the organizations (from friendships and
families up through businesses and governments) that grow out of these
bonds.

Drawing the boundaries of a society is no easy matter. Many social
relationships cross international borders, like the one between Canada and
the United States. Some researchers even wonder whether Canada and the
United States, which are distinct nation-states, are really distinet so-
cieties. For similar reasons, others wonder whether the two are distinct
economies. Trade and the flows of capital and migrants tie these two
countries together. Yet the idea of a “"Canadian society’ still has value. It
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helps us understand why life is different in Halifax and Boston, Toronto
and Buffalo. Winnipeg and Minncapolis. Vancouver and Seattle.

Sociological theories have certain common characteristices. Good theo-
ries are tentative, thorough, and economical. They are tentative because
disproof is always a possibility: indeed. scientists seck to disprove. not
prove, theories. They are thorough because scientists want to explain as
much of reality as they can with a single theory. Yet they arc also econom-
ical — other things being equal. we seek to explain as much as we can with
as few assumptions as possible.

Theories should also be truce or “valid.” as far as we can tell. Like other
humans. sociologists can be blind to what is truc and falsc. Personal
interests and biases may mislead them. Agreed-upon methods of discover-
ing. testing, and communicating their findings reduce the risk of error due
to such bias.

Sociological theories should not be circular or true-by-definition. A
theory that “satisfied workers are happy with their jobs™ is circular if all
that we mean by “satisfied™ is “happy with their jobs.™ A circular theory.
though truc. has no valuc to science because it can never be proved false

and adds nothing to our stock of knowledge.

We cantest a theory that is not circular for validity. Scientists, including,
sociologists, never prove a theory absolutely right: they only prove con-
tending theories less right. We consider the theory that best survives many
attempts at disproof, and shows itself most thorough and cconomical. to be
the most valid, for the time being.

All sociological theories, like all of sciencee’s theories. must be tested
against the world we can observe and measure. Some of Einstein’s theories
in physies had to wait for decades until sensitive enough equipment could
test their mathematically derived predictions. Likewise, sociological theo-
ries may not be immediately testable. Some, like Marx's (for example.
1967) theories about the coming of communism to industrial societies.
predict future events. Marxists might argue that conclusive data are not
available vet: we cannot judge vet whether these theories are valid. Others
might say that Marx’s theories have been judged and found wanting.

Whatever the difficulties. a sociologist must alwavs seck validation for
his/her theories. Every theorist must sooner or later appeal to the evi-
dence that our senses offer for support. Reason must prevail over intuition,
cmotion. and good intention. None but the court of empirical evidence will
decide a theory’s fate in the long run.

Two other aspects of sociological theories need mentioning. First, so-
ciological theories should help us understand evervday life. Historically,
sociologists have always paid special attention to the publie problems of




their times. Much work has been done by “middle range™ researchers
moving back and forth between theory and an active concern with current
cvents.

We call sociology that dircetly influences the way some portion of
socicty functions applied sociology. Many North American universities
now teach applied sociology, because the application of sociological
knowledge plays an cver larger part in sociologists’ professional work.
Every vear more graduate sociologists take jobs outside universities and
apply their knowledge to decision-making in government and corporate
organizations and interest groups.

Sociologists apply their knowledge in a wide variety of ways. For exam-
ple. political polling — one type of applied sociology — analyzes the
popular support for particular candidates or policies. By understanding the
results of polls, political parties can modify their positions and the way
they present these positions to the public.

Another tyvpe of applied sociology — market research — analyzes con-
sumer preferences and public perceptions of different products. With such
information, manufacturers and advertisers decide which new products to
introduce. They learn how to change old products, and how to focus their
advertising to maximize sales.

Sociologists also carry out a wide variety of policy research. Policy
research aims at determining the need for new policies and likely public
reactions to these policies. One kind of poliey rescarch, social impact
assessment, tries to anticipate the ways a policy will change society if put
into practice. Another type of applied sociology, evaluation research,
assesses whether a new poliey is achieving what policy-makers hoped it
would.

The main activity of sociologists is not knowledge application, however;
it is theory-making. Without good theory, applied sociology can never
achicve the results we desire. To this end., sociological theory must give us
back more than we alrcady know. By connecting previously unconnected
facts, a good theory vields insights no one anticipated. It leads us bevond
the obvious to the unexpeeted. the paradoxical and contradictory. The
more sociology succeeds in making non-obvious predictions, the more
mature a science sociology has become.

The essence of sociology is its “classical tradition.™ In his paper in this
section, Robert Brym shows that the classie concerns that motivated
sociology’s founding figures include questions like: (1) “*What is the rela-
tionship between the individual and society?™ (2) " Are the most important
determinants of social behaviour cultural or economic? " and (3) “*“What are
the bases of social inequality?™ Like all good questions. these ones allow




SECTION ONE ~ What Is Sociology?

many answers. Over the course of time, sociologists from different schools
of thought have answered the central questions of sociology in many ways.
Yet, the classic questions emerge time and again, demanding new answers.
Today, they remain as fresh and challenging as they were a century ago.

Sociology is not only the asking and answering of these classic questions:
it is also what living people who call themselves “*sociologists™ do. In fact,
the discipline has developed differently in different countries. In some
places (as in the USA), sociology has been more influenced by social
psychology: in others. by anthropology (as in Great Britain); and in other
places still. by philosophy (as in Germany). In Canada, all of these disci-
plines have influenced the development of sociology.

As well, history and political economy have shaped the development of
Canadian sociology. In English-speaking Canada, sociology’s connection
with history and political economy began with the work of political econo-
mist Harold Innis (sec. for example, Innis, 1923: 1930: 1940) and his
protégés, especially S.D. Clark (see, for example. Clark, 1962; 1966: 1976)
at the University of Toronto. Yet other schools have drawn on other
influences, At McGill University. Carl Dawson and Everett Hughes taught
the ““Chicago School’s™ ccological approach, which focused on the geo-
graphic dispersion and interaction of competing groups (see. for example,
Hughes. 1943). This approach linked Canadian sociology with mainstream
American work.

The British socialist tradition made itself felt in work by Leonard Marsh
(sce. for example. 1940) in the 1930s and 1940s. Later work by John Porter
(sce. for example 1965) in the 1950s-1970s set the enduring character of
Carleton University's “school™ of sociology. It set the groundwork for
Marxist-oriented sociology as practised today by Wallace Clement, a stu-
dent of John Porter’s (see, for example, Clement, 1975: 1977), and many
others.

Despite historical, national, and regional variation, sociology is dis-
tinguishable from the other social sciences (e.g.. psychology, an-
thropology. political science, and economics); from the more speculative
or deductive disciplines (e.g., philosophy): and the less systematic induce-
tive fields (e.g., journalism and social work).

An article by Kenneth Westhues in this section helps us see the defining
features by comparing sociology with other disciplines. Of course, fields of
study making up the humanities and social sciences can never be entirely
distinet. They all study human behaviour and must, therefore, often talk
about the same things. Yet, as Westhues shows, they do this differently
using (often) different language. rules of proof, and different kinds of data
to support their arguments.




As well, the various disciplines have somewhat different purposes. Some
pay more attention to theorizing. others to deseribing, prescribing, or even
taking action. By comparison, sociology has always inclined towards the-
orizing about social structure with the help of data. (“*Social structure™ is
the regular patterning of relations among individuals and groups.) This
inclination is clear enough so that sociologists around the world can
readily understand one another and make use of one another’s findings.
There is probably more similar thinking among the world’s sociologists
than there is between the sociologists and economists, or sociologists and
psyvchologists, or sociologists and anthropologists, of any given country.

Nonetheless, social theorizing always reflects a particular time and place
in history. Sociological theorics must take appropriate notice of such
influences as geography, economy, political struggle, and demographic
change. Differences in sociological approach inevitably arise out of gen-
uine social differences between Canada and the USA, for example.

As well, differences in sociological theorizing reflect differences in the
outlook and background of the theorists. Much as we might wish social
science to be free of subjectivity, our biases are likely to intrude nonethe-
less. For example. work by male rescarchers has tended to vary quite
considerably from work by female rescarchers, in terms of the questions
asked and hypotheses tested.

Is there a more general problem here? If gender biases intrude when the
rescarchers belong to one sex (typically, male) rather than another, will
racial biases intrude if most rescarch is done by white people? And will the
monopolization of research by college-educated middle class people cause
class biases in the research as well?

These are very important questions. On the one hand, all research tells
us something about the researcher — his or her biases, background and
associations, for example. On the other hand, researchers have struggled
with these questions for many decades and are still doing so. They have
made some headway by being aware of the potential probiem of bias and
trying to guard against it. You will want to remain alert to possible re-
searcher biases as vou read the articles in this book.
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Sociology Compared to Other Fields

Kenneth Westhues
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Sociology. Review of Religious Research, and Sociological Analysis.

HOLISM

In universitics that abound with disci-
plines we need to distinguish sociology
from the rest. Five characteristies are
relevant for this purpose, the first of
which is sociology’s goal of providing ho-
listic social analyses. In the writings of
nearly all the founders of the field there is
an unmistakable attempt to understand
social life as a whole. Marx, for instance,
had no intention of writing simply about
the economy. He stressed it only because
for him it was the basis of political, re-
ligious. and all other dimensions of the
whole, the society, which c¢ver remained
his fundamental concern. When Durk-
heim wrote about suicide, or Weber
about burcaucracy, it was not as spe-
cialists in these arcas but in order to shed
lisht on the social order in general. An
emphasis on the whole, an attempt to

=1

integrate knowledge about social life, is
almost the hallmark of the discipline.
The lesson of the founders has not been
lost on their descendants in the present
day. Major contemporary sociologists
like Peter Berger at Boston College,
Amitai Etzioni at George Washington
University, the late Talcott Parsons
(1903-1979) at Harvard, or the late John
Porter (1921-1979) at Carleton, among
many others. have aspired to write holis-
tic analyses of the socicties confronting
them. The sociology curriculum contin-
ues to be wide open, with almost no sub-

jeet matter excluded in principle. A

slance through a few university calendars
reveals courses regularly taught in the
sociology of art, burcaucracy, conflict,
death, education, family. gangs. housing,
idcology, Jews, knowledge. law, music,



