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A note on captions:

Images have been captioned in
English throughout for consistency
in names and titles

A note on Arabic text:
All Arabic text has been formatted
to follow the English pagination
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Jadwa Investment:

We are delighted to be associated with Ahmed Mater and proud
that we can help bring the works of one of Saudi Arabia’s
most respected contemporary artists to a wider audience.
Mr Mater has gained much deserved international recognition
for his art and for his innovative approach. As Jadwa also
grows in prominence, we will stay committed to investing in
talent throughout Saudi Arabia and hope that Mr Mater’s work
will inspire a new generation of Saudi artists.

Saudi Research and Marketing Group:

Saudi Research and Marketing Group is the largest integrated
media group in the Arab world, and has established itself
as a committed patron of the arts. We take great pleasure in
sponsoring this important monograph dealing with the work
of Dr Ahmed Mater, one of the Kingdom’s most important
contemporary artists. By his thoughtful and committed approach
to his art, Mater has shown a passion and determination which
we are proud to support.
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Ahmed Mater speaking at the Louvre
Auditorium as part of Catherine David’s
Gulf Artists Programme, 2009
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EDITOR’S NOTE

I first came across Ahmed Mater’s work in 2003. Stephen Stapleton
and friends wrote to me from Baghdad asking if I would
publish the journal of their travels across the Middle East
making art. Offscreen: Four Young Artists in the Middle East
was published in 2004 and featured a collage about their
encounter with the doctor-artist from Aseer. Since then
Stephen and Ahmed have continued in their quest to increase
understanding between the Muslim world and the West,
both through Offscreen, their educational project for young
people, and through Edge of Arabia, a platform for Saudi
artists, curators and art enthusiasts across the international
art world to share ideas and discuss possibilities.

Ahmed Mater's work and reputation have traveled far
from his homeland since his first encounter with Stephen
at the Al-Meftaha Arts Village. He has managed to create
a new visual language within the boundaries of his faith,
culture and scientific training, and has broken new ground
for contemporary art in the Arab world. This has been
recognised by an extraordinary cross-section of influential
critics, commentators and curators—from the USA to the UK,
from France to The Netherlands and to the Yemen—which is
a testament to the talent of the artist, as well as to Edge of
Arabia’s success in turning our sights towards new horizons.

Edward Booth-Clibborn | London | July 2010



