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PREFACE

This is the fourth edition of a work first published in 1977 under the joint
authorship of myself, Charles Cross and Jack Garner. The second and third
editions were jointly produced by myself, Brian Jones and Alastair Mowbray.
Unfortunately, neither Brian nor Alastair was available for this edition, for
which I am solely responsible.

The period since the third edition appeared, in 1997, has coincided with the
term in office (to date) of a Labour Government that has been committed to
reforms (fundamental and otherwise) across the public sector and in the legal
system. Much of interest has happened in and out of the courts. This edition
has expanded by comparison with its predecessor for a number of reasons.
First, the enactment of the Human Rights Act 1998 has introduced a new
dimension to the legal system, with new constraints on the decisions and acts
of public bodies. This is dealt with in a new separate chapter. Secondly, the
opportunity has been taken to expand the coverage by way of commentary
and notes, recognised in the change of title. Thirdly, there have been impor-
tant areas that have seen significant and ongoing developments, including the
codes of practice and conduct concerning decision making in the public sector,
and the law concerning duties, the scope of review for error of fact, delega-
tion, estoppel, irrationality, unjustified inconsistency (interference with sub-
stantive legitimate expectations) and lack of proportionality, bias and interest,
appeals, the procedure for judicial review and civil liability. All this has neces-
sitated much restructuring and rewriting.

I am grateful to the University of Nottingham for a year’s study leave, fol-
lowing a six year term as a Pro-Vice-Chancellor, to the publishers for their help
and support, to Fiona Hayes and Claire Jennings who typed a large amount
of material, and to Brian Jones who contributed comments at the proof stage.

The manuscript was submitted in May 2005, and some more recent devel-
opments have been noted.

S.H.B.
August 31 2005
Nottingham
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