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“Preface

Over the past decade there has been a rapid explosion of the advancing diagnostic and
research technologies on stroke and a burgeoning interest in interventional therapies which
have reduced the occurrence and severity of stroke. As we elbow our way past failed
treatmerits and abandon therapeutic nihilism, we in the field are optimistic that the unfold-
ing investigations on stroke pathophysiology and treatment will result in a better outlook for
various stroke syndromes, :

These exciting advances in treatment and the absence of an encyclopedic work on the
- subject-convinced the editors to put together a comprehensive work on stroke. Stroke: Patho-
physiology, Diagnosis, and Management is broad in scope and detailed in presentation and is
intended to address the needs of the internist, surgeon, neurological practitioner, and stu-
dents of these disciplines. The book provides current information on stroke pathophysiol-
ogy, diagnosis, and therapy in a single reference. The reader is not spared technical details

but is introduced to these details in understandable terms presented in a readable style. Each

of the five major sections — pathophysiology, diagnosis, clinical manifestations, medical
therapy, and surgical therapy —is self-contained, although a_certain degree of arbitrary
separation of topics has been necessary to minimize redundancy.

We have organized the book to provide practical and ready access to the conventional
approaches to stroke syndromes, but have also examined viable future options in stroke
therapy and prevention. More importantly, we hope we have conveyed a sense of the
excitement of stroke research, the enthusiasm for which is fueled by the certain knowledge
that stroke occurrences can be further curtailed to an irreducible minimum.

denry J. M. Barnett, M.D.
J.P. Mohr, M.D.

Bennett M. Stein, M.D.
Frank M. Yatsu, M.D.
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