The Bluebook

A
Uniform
System
of
Citation

Sixteenth Edition



The Bluebook

A
Uniform
System

of
Citation

Sixteenth Edition

Compiled by the editors of the Columbia
Law Review, the Harvard Law Review, the
University of Pennsylvania Law Review,
and The Yale Law Journal.

Copyright © 1996 by The Columbia Law
Review Association, The Harvard Law
Review Association, the University of
Pennsylvania Law Review, and The Yale
Law Journal.



consecutively
paginated journals
(rule 16.2)

article

student-written work
(rule 16.5.1)

book review
(rule 16.5.2)

nonconsecutively
paginated journals
(rule 16.3)

newspapers (rule 16.4)

unpublished
manuscripts
(rule 17.1.1)

letters
(rule 17.1.3)

interview
(rule 17.1.4)

forthcoming
publications
(rule 17.2)

Internet sources
(rule 17.3.3)

foreign cases
(rule 19.3)

common law
civil law

foreign constitutions
(rule 19.4)

foreign statutes
(rule 19.5)

common law
civil law
treaties (rule 20.4)

United Nations official
records (rule 20.7.1)

Patricia J. Williams, Alchemical Notes: Reconstructed Ideals
from Deconstructed Rights, 22 Harv. C.R-C.L. L. REV. 401.
407 (1987).

Thomas R. McCoy & Barry Friedman, Conditional
Spending: Federalism’s Trojan Horse, 1989 Sup. CT. REV. 85,
100.

Mei-lan E. Wong, Note, The Implications of School Choice
for Children with Disabilities, 103 YALE L.J. 827, 830 n.10
(1993).

Note, The Death of a Lawyer, 56 CoLUM. L. REV. 606 (1956).

Bruce Ackerman, Robert Bork's Grand Inquisition, 99 YALE
L. J. 1419, 1422-25 (1990) (book review).

Lynn Hirschberg, The Misfit, VANITY FAIR, Apr. 1991, at 158.

Andrew Rosenthal, White House Tutors Kremlin in How a
Presidency Works. N.Y. TIMES, June 15, 1990, at Al.

Cop Shoots Tire, Halts Stolen Car, S.F. CHRON., Oct. 10, 1975,
at 43.

Adrienne D. Davis, African American Literature and the Law:
Revising and Revisiting Freedom 12-15 (Dec. 1989)
(unpublished manuscript on file with The Yale Law Journal).

Letter from Carrie Flaxman, Senior Editor, The Yale Law Journal,
to Erik Bertin, Executive Editor, University of Pennsylvania
Law Review 2 (Apr. 7, 1996).

Telephone Interview with Jennifer S. Martinez, Managing
Editor of the Harvard Law Review (Mar. 1, 1996).

Pierre Schlag, Law and Phrenology, 110 HARv. L. REV.
(forthcoming Jan. 1997) (manuscript at 31, on file with author).

Dan L. Burk, Trademarks Along the Infobahn: A First Look at
the Emerging Law of Cybermarks, | RicH. J.L. & TEcH. 1, 9 12
(Apr. 10, 1995) <http://www.urich.edu/~jolt/vlil/burk.html>.

The King v. Lockwood, 99 Eng. Rep. 379 (K.B. 1782).

Entscheidungen des Bundesgerichtshofes in Zivilsachen
[BGHZ] [Supreme Court] 53, 125 (126) (FR.G)).

GRUNDGESETZ [Constitution] [GG] art. 51 (FR.G.).

Emergency Powers Act, No. 3 (1976) (Ir.).
CopEe civiL [C. civ.] art. 1112 (Fr.).

Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation, Apr. 2, 1953,
U.S.-Japan, art. X, 4 U.S.T. 2063, 2071.

U.N. GAOR, 10th Sess., Supp. No. 6A, at 5, U.N. Doc.
A/2905 (1955).



Published and Distributed by

The Harvard Law Review Association
Gannett House

1511 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
U.S.A.

First Printing 1996
Second Printing 1996
Third Printing 1996
Fourth Printing 1997
Fifth Printing 1997
Sixth Printing 1998
Seventh Printing 1998
Eighth Printing 1999
Ninth Printing 1999

Printings are updated as appropriate.

Type/Production by
Holly Kersey, Northboro, Massachusetts



Preface to the Sixteenth Edition

This edition of the Bluebook retains the same basic approach to legal
citation established by its predecessors. But many citation forms have
been expanded, elaborated upon, and, in some cases, modified from
previous editions to reflect the ever-expanding range of authorities
used in legal writing and in response to suggestions from the legal
community. Here are some of the more noteworthy changes:

Rule 1.2 on the use of introductory signals has been modified. The
number of signals has been reduced and the distinction between sig-
nals has been simplified. Under the modified rule, “e.g.” no longer
appears as a separate signal but may still be used in conjunction with
other signals.

The rule regarding typeface conventions for textual material in law
reviews, which now appears as rule 2.2, distinguishes between the
main text and the footnote text of law review pieces. In addition, for
the purpose of deciding whether a case name should be italicized, a
distinction is drawn between case name appearances in footnote text
that are grammatically part of the sentence in which they appear and
those that are not.

Rule 3.3 has been expanded to include citation formats for endnotes
and graphical materials.

Rule 10.3.1 has been modified to require the use of an official public
domain citation format (also referred to as medium neutral citation) for
case citations when such a format is available.

The abbreviation for citing the decisions of bankruptcy appellate pan-
els that appears in rule 10.4 has been modified.

Rule 10.5 has been modified and now requires an exact date for all
unreported cases and for all cases cited to a looseleaf service, a slip
opinion, an electronic database, or a newspaper.

Rule 10.7 on prior and subsequent case history no longer requires
that denials of certiorari or denials of similar discretionary appeals be
indicated unless the decision is less than two years old or the denial
is particularly relevant.

Rule 12.5 has been updated to provide a special citation format for cit-
ing a code contained in an electronic database.

Rule 12.8.5 has been expanded to include sentencing guidelines.

Rule 13 has been modified to eliminate the identification of the ses-
sion number for legislative materials when the session can otherwise
be inferred from the remainder of the citation.

The format for citing numbered federal reports and documents, which
appears in rule 13.4, has been modified.



Rule 15.1 has been modified to require the full name of an author, edi-
tor, or translator as it appears on the publication being cited. Middle
names should no longer be shortened to initials unless initials are
used by the cited source. The same rule applies to authors of period-
ical materials (rule 16.1).

New rule 17.3.3 provides guidance for citing materials found on the
Internet.

Rule 19 has been modified and now requires that citations to foreign
materials conform as closely as possible to local citation practice of
the jurisdictions whose material is being cited. Table T.2 has been
revised and expanded, and it should be used in conjunction with rule
19 in determining a citation format.

Rule 20.8.4 now provides citation formats for World Trade
Organization and GATT materials.

The tables have been updated and expanded. Table T.1 now includes
an entry for the Northern Mariana Islands. In addition, the entry for
Texas has been substantially revised and now includes a brief
description of that state’s writ and petition history system. The follow-
ing foreign jurisdictions have been added to Table T.2: Israel, the
Russian Federation, and South Africa.

Table 14 (Periodicals in Foreign Languages) has been eliminated. As
a result, tables 15 to 17 have been renumbered as tables 14 to 16.

The compilers would like to acknowledge outside commentators who
contributed their expertise to the Sixteenth Edition of the Bluebook.
The following individuals provided invaluable assistance in planning
and revising this edition: Alan Diefenbach, Fred Shapiro, Ron Day,
Kent McKeever, Jody Armstrong, Marylin Raisch, and Virginia Wise. In
addition, the following individuals assisted in adding or revising the for-
eign country tables: Francine Alfandary, Kerban Anklesaria, Whitney
Bagnall, Paul Farlam, Alejandro Garro, Uri Geiger, Jurgen Godan,
Christopher Knott, Jong Lee, Jarka Looks, Natalya Menshikova,
Yukino Nakashima, Renate Niegl, Peggy O'Rourke, Vratislav Pechota,
Mariko Peters, Antonio Ramirez, Desiree Staal, and Ronit Ben-Zvi.
The compilers are grateful to the law journal editors, law librarians,
and practitioners who responded to our call for suggestions with help-
ful advice and comments.

Finally, the compilers request that any errors or omissions be report-
ed and that suggestions for revisions be sent to the Harvard Law
Review, Gannett House, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138.
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