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PREFACE

Andrology has recently become an autonomous discipline. It can be
defined as a multidisciplinary field dealing with the pathology and physiol-
ogy of male reproductive functions. Research in this area contributes to
the regulation of male reproduction both in fertility regulation and in the
correction of infertility. Because of its interdisciplinary nature, informa-
tion from individuals in one area may be biased toward approaches re-
garding the male reproductive system. Various specialists must under-
stand the indications and limits of other specialists with whom they may
be collaborating.

Volumes such as this one will bridge the gap of knowledge among those
treating the male for andrological problems. The contributions, by leaders
in their respective fields, provide background material as well as state of
the art findings.

The topics included range from neuroendocrinology of the male to clini-
cal evaluation and treatment. Novel aspects include the use of LHRH
analogs for both infertility and fertility regulation and the treatment of
prostate cancer. Artificial insemination has been discussed in great detail,
covering indications and practical procedures. Sections on selected top-
ics, including surgery, varicocele, the regulation of sperm motility, and
immunoandrology, provide insights into the physiology and therapy of
andrological problems.

John D. Paulson
Andrés Negro-Vilar
Elkin Lucena
Luciano Martini
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