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ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK
OF PEACEBUILDING

This new Routledge Handbook offers a comprehensive, state-of-the-art overview of the
meanings and uses of the term ‘peacebuilding’, and presents cutting-edge debates on the
practices conducted in the name of peacebuilding.

The term ‘peacebuilding’ has had remarkable staying power. Other terms, such as
‘conflict resolution’ have waned in popularity, while the acceptance and use of the term
‘peacebuilding’ has grown to the extent that it is the hegemonic and over-arching term
for many forms of mediation, reconciliation and strategies to induce peace. Despite this,
however, it is rarely defined and often used to mean different things to different audiences.

Routledge Handbook of Peacebuilding aims to be a one-stop comprehensive resource on
the literature and practices of contemporary peacebuilding. The book is organised into six
sections:

 Part I: Reading peacebuilding

* Part II: Approaches and cross-cutting themes
 Part III: Disciplinary approaches to peacebuilding
» Part IV: Violence and security

» Part V: Everyday living and peacebuilding

* Part VI: The infrastructure of peacebuilding

This new Handbook will be essential reading for students of peacebuilding, mediation
and post-conflict reconstruction, and of great interest to students of statebuilding,
intervention, civil wars, conflict resolution, war and conflict studies and international
relations in general.

Roger Mac Ginty is Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies at the Humanitarian and
Conflict Response Institute and the Department of Politics at the University of Manchester.
He edits the journal Peacebuilding and his latest book was International Peacebuilding and Local
Resistance: Hybrid forms of peace.
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A TRIBUTE TO
JOHN DARBY

John and I worked together in a variety of peace processes for more than twenty years. It
took us to Prague, Cyprus, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Nepal, and Northern Ireland.

I sat in a lot of meetings with John. The rooms typically held people from different
sides of nasty conflicts. John would start each meeting with a similar presentation that
I came to greatly appreciate. In our debriefings in the evenings or end of sessions he
would return to the same ideas. More or less this is what he would tell people when he
spoke his first words.

I am not here to give you solutions or answers. I am a visitor here. This is your
place, your home, not mine. You know your challenges. You are the ones who
will make decisions.

I come from a place that has had a lot of division and violence. I know what it
feels like to have people from outside come to help. We had a lot people who
came in during the long years of our troubles. The most helpful were those
who shared what they knew but did not presume to know better than us.

So I am here to share things we have learned from comparisons of different
peace processes. Each place and process is unique. And each has some parallel
challenges. Comparison may help. That will of course be up to you.

We appreciate the courage it takes to meet and talk with people from outside.
We promise to hold that courage with the respect it deserves.

John embodied humility. For the learned academic and seasoned practitioner he had
grown to be, he was amazingly without the appendage of a large ego that seems to come
with these genres of persons and professions. I can never remember him taking the low
road of competition or one-upmanship. It was truly a rare gift and trait.

John Paul Lederach, University of Notre Dame
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