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PREFACE

W/ith this third edition, Classical Sociological Theory moves into its second decade
and its second century. In preparing this revision I have, once again, been impressed
with the continued relevance of classical theorists and the importance of the continuing
work devoted to them and their ideas.

The biggest change in this edition is the addition of a chapter (Chapter 10) devoted
to Thorstein Veblen. Veblen had a grand theory of the relationship between business
and industry that rivals in scope and ambition the other grand theories of classical
theory. However, his work is made even more important by the fact that he also was
able to avoid the “productivist” bias of most classical social theorists and to develop a
theory of consumption that is of growing importance in a society in which consumption
shows every sign of becoming more important than production. It is in his thinking on
consumption that one finds the ideas—especially conspicuous leisure and conspicuous
consumption—for which he is so famous.

Beyond the new chapter, there are innumerable minor changes to the text designed
either to bring it up to date or to clarify an argument. And many recent citations have
been added to the text (and bibliography) so that the book reflects the latest scholarship.

However, with the book already well over 500 pages, the goal here has not been so
much to expand the text (although that has occurred in some places), but to prevent it
from growing too much longer and perhaps even to shorten it a bit. I’'m not sure I’ve
succeeded in the latter, but there have been substantial cuts throughout the text. I have
also tried to make the book easier to read, primarily by adding many headings and
subheadings.

Once again, I want to thank Patricia Lengermann and Jill Niebrugge-Brantley for re-
vising their important Chapter 9: Early Women Sociologists and Classical Sociological
Theory: 1830-1930. That chapter not only has made this book much stronger, but has
laid the groundwork for their recently published text/reader, The Women Founders:
Sociology and Social Theory, 1830—1930 (McGraw-Hill, 1998). Thanks also to a long
list of reviewers—Maboud Ansari, David Ashley, J. I. (“Hans”) Bakker, Keith Gotham,
Peter Kivisto, J. Knotterus, James Marshall, Neil McLaughlin, Martin Orr, Robert
Perrin, Jane A. Rinehart, Susan Roxburgh, Teresa L. Schied, and Peter Singelmann.

I would also like to thank a number of people at McGraw-Hill including Sally
Constable, Kathy Blake, and Carrie Sestak. Thanks, also, to my assistants, Jan Geesin
and Zinnia Cho, who did the library work that made this book possible.

George Ritzer

xviii



CONTENTS

PART 1

LIST OF BIOGRAPHICAL AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES
PREFACE

INTRODUCTION
A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY:
THE EARLY YEARS

INTRODUCTION
SOCIAL FORCES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

Political Revolutions

The Industrial Revolution and the Rise of Capitalism
The Rise of Socialism

Feminism

Urbanization

Religious Change

The Growth of Science

INTELLECTUAL FORCES AND THE RISE OF SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

The Enlightenment

The Conservative Reaction to the Enlightenment

The Development of French Sociology

The Development of German Sociology

The Origins of British Sociology

The Key Figure in Early Italian Sociology
Turn-of-the-Century Developments in European Marxism

THE CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL
THEORY

A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY:
THE LATER YEARS

EARLY AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

Politics
Social Change and Intellectual Currents

Xvii
Xviii

O© OO~ W

©

11
11
11
12
14
19
29
34
35

36

39

40
40
40



X CONTENTS

PART 2

The Chicago School
WOMEN IN EARLY SOCIOLOGY
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY TO MID-CENTURY
The Rise of Harvard, the Ivy League, and
Structural Functionalism
The Chicago School in Decline
Developments in Marxian Theory
Karl Mannheim and the Sociology of Knowledge
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY FROM MID-CENTURY
Structural Functionalism: Peak and Decline
Radical Sociology in America: C. Wright Mills
The Development of Conflict Theory
The Birth of Exchange Theory

Dramaturgical Analysis: The Work of Erving Goffman
The Development of Sociologies of Everyday Life

The Rise and Fall (?) of Marxian Sociology
The Challenge of Feminist Theory
Structuralism and Poststructuralism

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY
Micro-Macro Integration
Agency-Structure Integration
Theoretical Syntheses

THEORIES OF MODERNITY AND POSTMODERNITY
The Defenders of Modernity
The Proponents of Postmodernity

THEORIES TO WATCH IN THE EARLY TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Multicultural Social Theory

Postmodern and Post-Postmodern Social Theories

Theories of Consumption
Others

CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

AUGUSTE COMTE

COMTE’S PROFOUND AMBITIONS

Positivism: The Search for Invariant Laws

Law of the Three Stages

Positivism: The Search for Order and Progress
COMTE’S SOCIOLOGY

Social Statics

Social Dynamics
THEORY AND PRACTICE

Who Will Support Positivism?

46
52
53

53
58
59
60
61
61
63
64
65
66
67
71
72
74
75
75
76
77
78
78
79
80
80
81
82
83

85

87

88
88
90
91
94
94
98
101
101



COMTE’S PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
COMTE: A CRITICAL ASSESSMENT
Positive Contributions
Basic Weaknesses in Comte’s Theory

HERBERT SPENCER

SPENCER AND COMTE
GENERAL THEORETICAL PRINCIPLES
Evolutionary Theory
SOCIOLOGY
Defining the Science of Sociology
Sociological Methods
THE EVOLUTION OF SOCIETY
Simple and Compounded Societies
Militant and Industrial Societies
THE EVOLUTION OF SOCIETAL INSTITUTIONS
Domestic Institutions
Ceremonial Institutions
Political Institutions
Ecclesiastical Institutions
Professional Institutions
Industrial Institutions
ETHICS AND POLITICS

KARL MARX

INTRODUCTION
Is Marx’s Theory Outmoded?
Was Marx a Sociologist?
Early and Late Marxian Theory
THE DIALECTIC
HUMAN POTENTIAL
Powers and Needs
Consciousness
Human Potential and Nature
Activity
Sociability
Unanticipated Consequences
ALIENATION
Components of Alienation
Distortions Resulting from Alienation
Emancipation
THE STRUCTURES OF CAPITALIST SOCIETY
Commodities
Capital

CONTENTS

Xi

105
106
107
108

113

114
115
118
119
119
122
125
128
128
130
130
133
134
136
138
139
141

147

147
148
149
150
150
156
157
157
159
160
161
162
162
163
164
166
167
168
169



xii CONTENTS

Private Property 171
Division of Labor 171
Social Class 172
CULTURAL ASPECTS OF CAPITALIST SOCIETY 173
Class Consciousness and False Consciousness 174
Ideology 175
MARX’'S ECONOMICS: A CASE STUDY 176
6 EMILE DURKHEIM 181
SOCIAL FACTS 183
External and Coercive 183
Material and Nonmaterial 184
Levels of Social Reality 184

THE DIVISION OF LABOR IN SOCIETY 185
Dynamic Density 186

Law 187
Anomie 190
Collective Conscience 190
Collective Representations 191
SUICIDE AND SOCIAL CURRENTS 192
The Four Types of Suicide 194

A Group Mind? 196
RELIGION 198
Sacred and Profane 199
Totemism 199
Collective Effervescence 200
SOCIAL REFORMISM 201
Occupational Associations 201

Cult of the Individual 202

THE ACTOR IN DURKHEIM’S THOUGHT 203
Assumptions about Human Nature 204
Socialization and Moral Education 206
Dependent Variables 208
Weaknesses in Durkheim’s Microsociology 210
EARLY AND LATE DURKHEIMIAN THEORY 21
7 MAX WEBER 215
METHODOLOGY 216
History and Sociology 216
Verstehen 219
Causality 221

Ideal Types 222
Values 225
SUBSTANTIVE SOCIOLOGY 227

What Is Sociology? 228



10

CONTENTS

Social Action

Class, Status, and Party
Structures of Authority
Rationalization

Religion and the Rise of Capitalism

GEORG SIMMEL

PRIMARY CONCERNS
Levels and Areas of Concern
Dialectical Thinking

INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS

SOCIAL INTERACTION (“ASSOCIATION")
Interaction: Forms and Types

SOCIAL STRUCTURES

OBJECTIVE CULTURE

THE PHILOSOPHY OF MONEY
Money and Value
Money, Reification, and Rationalization
Negative Effects
Tragedy of Culture

SECRECY: A CASE STUDY IN SIMMEL'S SOCIOLOGY
Secrecy and Social Relationships
Other Thoughts on Secrecy

EARLY WOMEN SOCIOLOGISTS AND CLASSICAL
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY: 1830-1930
By Patricia Madoo Lengermarm and Jill Niebrugge-Brantley

HARRIET MARTINEAU (1802-1876)
CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN (1860-1935)
JANE ADDAMS AND THE WOMEN OF CHICAGO
Jane Addams (1860—1935)
The Women of Chicago
ANNA JULIA COOPER (1859-1964) AND IDA WELLS-BARNETT
(1862-1931)
MARIANNE SCHNITGER WEBER (1870-1954)
BEATRICE POTTER WEBB (1858-1943)

THORSTEIN VEBLEN

INTELLECTUAL INFLUENCES
Marxian Theory
Evolutionary Theory
Economic Theory

BASIC PREMISES
Human Nature

Xiii

229
230
231
239
249

259

259
261
262
265
266
267
271
272
274
275
276
278
279
282
283
285

289

291
296
302
304
309

312
316
318

323

323
324
325
327
328
329



Xiv CONTENTS

11

12

The Industrial Arts

Cultural Lag

Cultural Borrowing
SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

Theory of the Leisure Class

Business versus Industry

Higher Learning

Politics

KARL MANNHEIM

THE SOCIOLOGY OF KNOWLEDGE
The Sociology of Knowledge and the Theory of Ideology
A Sociological Approach
IDEOLOGY AND UTOPIA
Ideology
Utopia
CONSERVATISM
RATIONALITY AND THE IRRATIONALITY OF THE TIMES
Types of Rationality and Irrationality
PLANNING AND SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION IN THE
MODERN WORLD
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF MANNHEIM’S WORK

GEORGE HERBERT MEAD

INTELLECTUAL ROOTS
Behaviorism
Pragmatism
Dialectics

THE PRIORITY OF THE SOCIAL

THE ACT
Stages
Gestures
Significant Symbols

MENTAL PROCESSES AND THE MIND
Intelligence
Consciousness
Mind

SELF
Child Development
Generalized Other
“I” and “Me”

SOCIETY

EVOLUTION

DIALECTICAL THINKING

330
331
331
333
333
337
345
349

353

354
354
356
365
365
367
370
372
373

376
380

385

385
385
387
388
388
389
389
392
393
395
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
404
405



13

14

APPENDIX

CONTENTS

ALFRED SCHUTZ

INTERPRETATIONS OF SCHUTZ'S WORK
THE IDEAS OF EDMUND HUSSERL
SCIENCE AND THE SOCIAL WORLD
Life-World versus Science
Constructing Ideal Types
TYPIFICATIONS AND RECIPES
THE LIFE-WORLD
INTERSUBJECTIVITY
Knowledge
Private Components of Knowledge
REALMS OF THE SOCIAL WORLD
Folgewelt and Vorwelt
Umwelt and We Relations
Mitwelt and They Relations
CONSCIOUSNESS, MEANINGS, AND MOTIVES
INTERPRETING SCHUTZIAN THEORY

TALCOTT PARSONS

PARSONS'’S INTEGRATIVE EFFORTS
GENERAL PRINCIPLES
Philosophical and Theoretical Roots
Action Theory
The Turn Away from Action Theory
Pattern Variables
AGIL
Consistency in Parsonsian Theory: Integration and Order
THE ACTION SYSTEM
Social System
Cultural System
Personality System
Behavioral Organism
CHANGE AND DYNAMISM IN PARSONSIAN THEORY
Evolutionary Theory
Generalized Media of Interchange

SOCIOLOGICAL METATHEORIZING AND A METATHEORETICAL
SCHEMA FOR ANALYZING SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

METATHEORIZING IN SOCIOLOGY
Pierre Bourdieu’s Reflexive Sociology
THE IDEAS OF THOMAS KUHN
SOCIOLOGY: A MULTIPLE-PARADIGM SCIENCE
TOWARD A MORE INTEGRATED SOCIOLOGICAL PARADIGM

XV

409

409
412
414
414
416
417
419
420
421
421
422
422
423
425
426
429

431

432
433
433
435
437
440
441
442
443
445
448
449
450
451
451
452

455

455
459
460
462
464



Xvi CONTENTS

Levels of Social Analysis: An Overview
Levels of Social Analysis: A Model
REFERENCES
INDEXES
Name Index
Subject Index

465
467
473
535
535
539



LIST OF BIOGRAPHICAL AND

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

Abdel Rahman Ibn-Khaldun
Sigmund Freud
Robert Park

Pitirim A. Sorokin

C. Wright Mills
Auguste Comte
Herbert Spencer

Karl Marx

Emile Durkheim

Max Weber

Georg Simmel

Harriet Martineau
Charlotte Perkins Gilman
Jane Addams

Anna Julia Cooper
Ida Wells-Barnett
Thorstein Veblen

Karl Mannheim
George Herbert Mead
Alfred Schutz

Talcott Parsons

10

30

48

56

62

92
118
152
188
218
260
293
298
303
313
313
338
362
390
410
434

George Ritzer: Autobiography as a Metatheoretical Tool 462

xvii



