Criminal

Justice
Research
Methods

Theory and Practice

Gerald J. Bayens
Cliff Roberson




Criminal
Justice
Research
Methods

Theory and Practice

Second Edition

Gerald J. Bayens
Cliff Roberson

Wy

1

iR_1

1

S SRR ; i B
N

} et
! &n,, -
- — Y

_",.A
r.:.:‘
S -

-.,,.’{ pr

@ CRC Press
Taylor & Francis Group

Boca Raton London New York

CRC Press is an imprint of the
Taylor & Francis Group, an Informa business



CRC Press

Taylor & Francis Group

6000 Broken Sound Parkway NW, Suite 300
Boca Raton, FL 33487-2742

© 2011 by Taylor and Francis Group, LLC
CRC Press is an imprint of Taylor & Francis Group, an Informa business

No claim to original U.S. Government works

Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper
10987654321

International Standard Book Number: 978-1-4398-3696-5 (Paperback)}

This book contains information obtained from authentic and highly regarded sources. Reasonable efforts
have been made to publish reliable data and information, but the author and publisher cannot assume
responsibility for the validity of all materials or the consequences of their use. The authors and publishers
have attempted to trace the copyright holders of all material reproduced in this publication and apologize to
copyright holders if permission to publish in this form has not been obtained. If any copyright material has
not been acknowledged please write and let us know so we may rectify in any future reprint.

Except as permitted under U.S. Copyright Law, no part of this book may be reprinted, reproduced, transmit-
ted, or utilized in any form by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including photocopying, microfilming, and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system,
without written permission from the publishers.

For permission to photocopy or use material electronically from this work, please access www.copyright.
com (http://www.copyright.com/) or contact the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc. (CCC), 222 Rosewood
Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, 978-750-8400. CCC is a not-for-profit organization that provides licenses and
registration for a variety of users. For organizations that have been granted a photocopy license by the CCC,
a separate system of payment has been arranged.

Trademark Notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used
only for identification and explanation without intent to infringe.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Bayens, Gerald J.

Criminal justice research methods : theory and practice / Gerald J. Bayens, CIiff
Roberson. -- 2nd ed.

p.cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-1-4398-3696-5 (pbk. : alk. paper)

1. Criminal justice, Administration of--Research--Methodology. I. Roberson, Cliff,
1937-11. Title.

HV7419.5.B39 2011
364.072--dc22 2010037027

Visit the Taylor & Francis Web site at
http://www.taylorandfrancis.com

and the CRC Press Web site at
http://www.crcpress.com



preface

Before writing the first edition of this text, we identified several key
issues that greatly influenced what materials would be covered on the
subject of research. First, we noted that most college students who are
studying research for the first time do so during a single semester and
usually while taking several other academic courses. In the second edi-
tion, we have updated the examples, reworked the exercises, added addi-
tional discussion points, and updated the research-in-action sections.

Trying to learn a vast amount of information about the subject of
research in a 14- to 16-week time frame can be problematic, if not
impossible. This is especially true if a very complex and technical
textbook is adopted for the course. Second, experience in the class-
room tells us that some students are intimidated by research text-
books. Complicated research terminology, mathematical formulas,
and the lack of practical examples can cause the best of students to
become perplexed and dread the study of research. Third, there are
all types of research documents available to students in the 21st cen-
tury. Thousands of research books, periodicals, and electronic print
documents covering specific types of research, research designs,
methodologies, analyses, and other subjects are currently available
to enable students to become more educated in certain aspects or
areas of research. Finally, and probably most important, we firmly
believe that the art of learning research occurs in only one place—
the field. It is not until the student actually conducts research under
the watchful eyes and direction of a veteran researcher that real
research knowledge is set in place.

Having considered each of these matters, we ambitiously have
written an introduction to this criminal justice research textbook
that is, foremost, easy to understand. In this book, you will not find
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undue complicated research language, and the complexities often
associated with research have been kept to a minimum. Also, we
adopted a straightforward approach and cover a sufficient amount
of material to allow first-time research students to get “comfortable”
with the study of research. Moreover, parameters were established
with regard to the length of the textbook, so that the subject matter
can easily be covered within a single academic semester.

This text provides a clear approach to the study of research,
enabling students who are experiencing their initial exposure to this
subject to be fundamentally prepared to go out into the real world and
become proficient researchers in criminal justice and criminology.

Gerald J. Bayens
Cliff Roberson
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