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Two Hundred Years of Accounting
Research

This book offers a rich survey of the efforts that accounting academics, and
often enough theoretically inclined practitioners, have invested in accounting
research during a 200-year period. Although there are several prominent histor-
ical books and encyclopaedias on accounting history, an integrated work con-
centrating on accounting research from an international point of view has long
been overdue.

Mattessich’s book is the first and only one to offer a comprehensive survey of
accounting research on a broad international scale for the last two centuries. Its
main emphasis is on accounting research in the English, German, Italian, French
and Spanish language areas; it also contains chapters dealing with research in
Finland, the Netherlands, Scandinavia, Russia, Poland and the Ukraine as well
as Argentina and Japan. A separate chapter summarizes research activity in the
rest of the globe from Eastern Europe to Israel, the Arab and African countries
as well as India, China and other countries of the Far East.

In a time of financial globalization, familiarity with accounting research in
countries beyond the English language boundary is no less important than
familiarity with the recent, comprehensive research activity in the English lan-
guage area. This book fulfils both of those needs; it may serve practitioners and
auditors all over the world, no less than students of accounting interested in the
evolution of its research efforts. It also offers a survey of the present state of
the art (from empirical to analytical accounting and from such esoteric subjects
as gender issues to the archaeology of accounting); finally, it casts a glance into
the future.

Richard Mattessich is Professor Emeritus of Accounting at the Sauder School
of Business, University of British Columbia, Canada. He has received many
awards and is profiled in such works as Edward’s Twentieth Century Accounting
Thinkers, Chatfield and Vangermeersch’s 4 History of Accounting — An Inter-
national Encyclopedia and Colasse’s Les Grands Auteurs en Comptabilité.
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Preface

This book is based on a series of papers and other material that the author (occa-
sionally in co-authorship with others — see Acknowledgements) has written
during the last decade or more. Several of these papers were from the very
outset intended to be integrated in this book, but no chapter is identical to any
previously published material. Other chapters are new and exclusive to this
book. We hope that this is more than a collection of incidental articles but a sys-
tematic survey of the efforts that academics and theoretically oriented account-
ing practitioners made over a period of some 200 years.

Although we tried to put special emphasis on countries where most of the
original accounting research occurred, we wanted to cover the academic
accounting community of many countries and language areas. This made it
necessary to include occasionally even textbooks and similar publications
from authors that became prominent not so much through their originality but
due to their prolific writing, charisma or other qualities. We believe that the
publication efforts of no language area ought to be disregarded and we tried,
wherever possible, to pay attention to valiant efforts of promoting the creation
and spreading of accounting knowledge in a variety of countries or language
areas. Such an attitude seems to be particularly important at a time of eco-
nomic globalization.

Despite the availability of several excellent historical books and encyclopae-
dias on accounting history (see the Introduction), an integrated work concentrat-
ing on the history of accounting research from a general and international point
of view has, so far, been lacking. In a time of intensive and international acade-
mic exchange, the need to be informed about past and present accounting
research in other countries is greater than ever.

Thus, our focus is not on the history of accounting, but on the history of its
research and the publications underlying it (though, wherever necessary,
accounting facts beyond research were taken into consideration). Nor is the book
merely based on accounting literature of the English tongue. A major goal was
to offer a broad overview, covering the pertinent publications of an international
spectrum, as wide as possible, under the given limitations. Indeed, the book has
its origin in our personal curiosity about accounting research in the past, and not
only in the English tongue but in other languages as well.



xviii Preface

One of the most difficult tasks in organizing the material was the selection of
publications to be discussed or listed. Obviously, the choice of what to include
or exclude depended, at least to some degree, on a personal point of view. We
endeavoured to include material significant enough to withstand the test of time —
even if we may not always have succeeded in this effort from the point of an
international perspective. Occasionally, we had to take local preferences into
account; we also had to rely on many secondary sources and their value judge-
ments, as the material that presented itself to us was enormous.

We hope that this book will guide the reader and inspire her or him to turn
occasionally to the more specialized literature here listed. The book may also
serve accounting historians as a reference work for many years to come, and be
an impetus to scholars for delving deeper into historical aspects not yet revealed.

R.M.
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