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Preface

The field of forensic science expanded dramatically over the past few decades.
Technological advancements such as DNA profiling, the Automated Fingerprint
Identification System (AFIS), and numerous other scientific breakthroughs greatly
enhanced humankind’s ability to investigate and solve crimes through applied
science.

Forensic science has also been popularized in recent years by the media,
movies, and numerous television programs such as Forensic Files, NCIS, and CSI.
The so-called CSI effect generates tremendous interest among members of the pub-
lic and academe. Although fictional accounts of the forensic science operative may
not depict reality, those who view the TV programs often identify themselves as
amateur sleuths. As a result, many trial jurors expect miraculous results from the
application of science to criminal investigations. The interest in forensic science
has also led many college students to select a career in the discipline. Publishers
responded with forensic science-related textbooks and other learning materials.

CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION: The Forensic Technician’s Field Manual was
written in response to the need for a text that addresses the tasks performed by the
person who identifies, photographs, documents, collects, preserves, and transports
evidence at and from a crime scene. The book is organized as a step-by-step guide
for the college student as well as the sworn peace officer or civilian who functions
as a crime scene or forensic (evidence) technician. As such, the book is appropriate
for basic courses in forensic technology and crime scene investigation and as a field
manual or training aid for practitioners. Numerous photographs and diagrams
illustrate the techniques discussed.

The protocols and processes suggested are consistent with guidelines estab-
lished by the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors (ASCLD) and the
International Association for Identification (IAI). Therefore, policies and procedures
in a reader’s jurisdiction may differ slightly.

Each chapter begins with a set of learning objectives and ends with a summary,
a list of key terms, discussion and review questions, a case study, practical lab exer-
cises designed to reinforce skill development, and web-based resources. Included at
the rear of the book is a glossary as well as an appendix that lists supplies and
equipment needed for a basic crime scene processing kit. The inside front and back
covers present measurement conversions and equivalents and trigonometric tables
(sine and tangent functions).
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