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Preface

Volumes 21A and 21B of Advances in Prostaglandin, Thromboxane, and
Leukotriene Research contain the papers presented at the Seventh Interna-
tional Conference on Prostaglandins and Related Compounds held in
Florence, Italy, on May 28-June 1, 1990. The conference showed the vitality
of this broad area of research and its impact on both basic research and clinical
medicine.

Arachidonic acid is metabolized by oxygenation and further transformations
after release from cell membranes. The derivatives include prostaglandins,
thromboxanes, leukotrienes, lipoxins, and other oxygenated compounds. The
release and transformation of arachidonic acid serves to transform various
_ signals to the cells into biological responses. These processes are of importance
not only in the normal physiology of cells, but also in many pathophysiological
mechanisms. Therefore, there is a growing interest in developing drugs related
to the formation and action of prostaglandins and related compounds.

Considerable progress was reported in the area of leukotriene antagonists
during the conference. The respiratory, cardiovascular, renal, nervous, and
endocrine systems were given extensive coverage, as were the topics of biosyn-
thesis and metabolism of eicosanoids and the molecular biology of prosta-
glandins. Other sections dealt with cytochrome P-450 and arachidonic acid
metabolism, platelet-activating factor and its antagonists, eicosanoids and
their role in inflammation, immunology and allergy, dietary and tissue precur-
sors, and the contol of precursor release. Blood cells, cytoprotection, and cell
differentiation and proliferation were also discussed.

In addition to a section devoted entirely to cancer, a round table was held on
eicosanoids in cancer cell metastasis. Round tables were also held on cytokines
and lipid mediators, as well as on the new frontiers in prostaglandin thera-
peutics. N

. We hope that this volume on prostaglandins and related compounds will
serve as reference work for medical researchers and clinicians involved in the
areas described abdve.

The Editors
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