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PREFACE

Like it or not, the craniovertebral (craniocervical) junction (CV]) is imaged on every brain,
neck, and cervical spine imaging study performed. This complex borderland region has its own unique
nomenclature, embryology, anatomy, vasculature, biomechanics, and pathology. The surgical techniques
used in this region are also distinctive and related to the underlying complex anatomy and pathology.

This text, in an easy to use format, provides the needed anatomic and technical underpinnings
required for this region, followed by more detailed and specific diagnoses, which run the gamut of
congenital, genetic, trauma, degenerative, infectious, inflammatory, tumor, and vascular pathologies.
General surgical approaches to this area, with potential surgical complications, are also covered. Key facts
boxes are included at the beginning of each chapter, which highlight important features and findings. The
vast majority of text is in a bulleted format, allowing for rapid perusal and, hopefully, facilitating quick
and accurate diagnoses. Finally, a series of differential diagnoses cover not only the confusing skull base
terminology (invagination, impression, etc.) but also for lesions of specific regions of the CV]J.

It is hoped that Specialty Imaging: Craniovertebral Junction will be of interest to residents, fellows,
and staff in radiology, neurosurgery, and orthopaedic surgery, and anyone who deals with patients with
skull base and CV] pathology.

Finally, [ would like to thank my coauthors and the staff at Amirsys for the effort and care that
went into the production of this book. Their expertise, diligence, perseverance, and encouragement made

this work possible.

Jeffrey S. Ross, MD
Neuroradiology

Barrow Neurological Institute
St. Joseph'’s Hospital
Phoenix, Arizona
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