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Preface

HE general objective of our research is to study the biological

foundations of human language. The investigations presented in
this book represent a part of this effort. The research takes place at
The Salk Institute for Biological Studies in a setting that includes a
focus on the neurosciences: from studies of the structure of the brain to
brain and behavior relations. Our laboratory seeks to understand the
foundations of human language as a part of man’s biological endow-
ment. For the past seven years we have been investigating the human
capacity for language through studies of a language that had not pre-
viously been systematically explored in depth: American Sign Lan-
guage (ASL), a language of hand signs that has developed among deaf
people in the United States.

When we began these studies we did not envisage any of the re-
search in this book, We started out to study the way in which young
deaf children acquire the visual-gestural language of their deaf par-
ents, in order to compare language learning in a visual mode with lan-
guage learning in an auditory mode. We soon found, however, that
very little was known of the structure of what was being acquired by
these deaf children; and so we turned our attention to the study of the
adult language as well. We are still engaged in a full-scale study of the
language acquisition process in young deaf children—but that will
form the basis for another book. The present book deals with the ques-
tions that we asked ourselves about this hitherto largely unknown
communication system and the ways in which we attempted to deter-
mine its properties. We are now beginning to see how this language in
a different modality may hold remarkably deep and unexpected clues
to constraints on the possible form of language. But these issues are
addressed in the chapters of the book; here we want to mention some of
the problems that faced us when we began our studies.




viii Preface
Chapter 8: Introduction to the law of
contract

The Minors’ Contracts Act 1986 which received the
Royal Assent on 11 April 1987 implements the
recommendations of the Law Commission contained
in their 1984 Report. It will allow a minor on reaching
18 to ratify a contract or loan made when he or she was
a minor. It will also make any guarantee supporting a
loan to a minor enforceable against the adult guarantor
(reversing Coutts ¢ Co v Browne-Lecky (1946)). A
court will be able to order the return of non-necessary
goods (or the proceeds of their sale) acquired under a
contract later repudiated by the minor.

Chapter 11: Sale of goods

The High Court in Bernstein v Pamsons Motors
(Golders Green) Ltd (1986) The Times October 25
considered how long a buyer may keep goods without
prejudicing his right to reject them for a breach of
condition under s.11 of the Sale of Goods Act 1979.

Mr Bernstein bought a new car from Pamsons in
January 1985. After three weeks of use (and 142 miles
on the clock) the engine seized up. The car was repaired
under the warranty but Mr Bernstein refused to take the
car back. Rougier J held that Pamsons were in breach of
the implied conditions under s.14, but Mr Bernstein
was deemed to have accepted the goods under s.35 and
thereby had lost his right to treat the contract as
repudiated and reject the car.

Chapter 13: Manufacturer’s liability

The Consumer Safety (Amendment) Act 1986, which
came into force on 8 August 1986 strengthens the
powers of customs officers and trading standards
officers to deal with the problem of unsafe goods.
The Consumer Protection Act 1987 which received
the Royal Assent on 15 May 1987 aims to remedy three
areas of weakness in consumer protection law: product
liability, safety of goods and misleading price
indications.
(1) Product liability. Part 1 of the Bill implements
the European Community’s Directive on Product
Liability. It will impose strict liability on manufac-
turers, importers (into the Community) and ‘own-
branders’ in respect of products which are defective
or unsafe. Liability is limited to death or personal

injury or loss or damage to property provided the
damages would be more than £275. Unprocessed
food is exempted and a ‘development risks’ defence
has been included.

(2) Safety of Goods. It will be a criminal offence to
supply consumer goods which are not reasonably
safe having regard to all the circumstances.

(3) Misleading prices. Section 11 of the Trade
Descriptions Act 1968 and the Price Marking
(Bargain Offers) Order 1979 will be repealed and
replaced by a new general criminal offence of giving
a misleading price indication. The Act will not be
brought into force immediately.

In conclusion Sarah Riches extends her thanks to
Teri Carrigan who typed her chapters and to her
husband Brian McCaughey who was supportive
throughout and provided helpful comments and
criticisms.

In the preparation of the book the authors and their
publishers have received the invaluable assistance of
Mary Keenan in terms of the preparation and initial
editing of the typescript and proofs, together with the
index of statutes and of cases.

Our thanks go also to those at Pitmans who were
closely involved, in particular David Carpenter, the
Managing Editor, who was with us from the begin-
ning, and more recently Simon Lake, Business Manage-
ment Publisher and, of course, the printers for their
assistance in processing a rather complex typescript and
the proofs. For the errors and omissions we are, of
course, solely responsible.
June 1987 Denis Keenan
Sarah Riches
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Major Stages of Economic Growth
Basic Economic Processes
Industrial Enterprise

Controls in a Mixed Economy
Trends

From its very beginning the United States has been
engaged in a continuous social, technological, and
scientific revolution. It has moved from water power
to steam to electric to nuclear power; from handicraft
to mechanical to automated mass production; through
mineral, chemical, metallurgical, and electronic
revolutions; and the effects have spread over land,
under the seas, in the air, and to the outer spaces

of the world. Despite the technological gains of other
industrial nations, especially the U.S.S.R. and Japan,
the United States still stands foremost in the volume
of production, in the general application of science
and technology to production, and in the wide
distribution of goods and services among its people,
whose material standard of living is the highest in

the world.? How and why has this come about?

What factors and influences shaped the American
economy? How is the American economy organized
and controlled? Where do we stand today, and what
trends are indicated for the future?

MAJOR STAGES OF ECONOMIC GROWTH

AMERICAN INDUSTRY
<

The American economy passed through several major stages in its development
from the early colonial settlements of the seventeenth century to current times.

1The year 1960 saw the gross national product of goods and services pass the half-trillion-dollar mark, and
the year 1970 saw that total almost double to approach the trillion-dollar-a-year level. In 1969 the GNP
was $932 billion, an increase of $67 billion over the previous year. This rate of increase of about 7.8
per cent was marred by a 4.8 per cent increase in the price level, which reduced the real growth to 3
per cent. Over the last fifty years the average rate of growth has approximated 3 per cent, sometimes

higher, sometimes lower, depending upon events and conditions.
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The nature of law

The law affects every aspect of our lives; it governs our
conduct from the cradle to the grave and its influence
even extends from before our birth to after our death.
We live in a society which has developed a complex
body of rules to control the activities of its members.
There are laws which govern working conditions (e.g.
by laying down minimum standards of health and
safety), laws which regulate leisure pursuits (e.g. by
banning the sale of alcohol at football matches), and
laws which control personal relationships (e.g. by
prohibiting marriage between close relatives).

In this book we are concerned with one specific area
of law: the rules which affect the business world. We
shall consider such matters as the requirements that
must be observed to start a business venture, the rights
and duties which arise from business transactions and
the consequences of business failure. In order to
understand the legal implications of business activities,
it is first necessary to examine some basic features of our
English legal system. It is important to remember that
English law refers to the law as it applies to England
and Wales. Scotland and Northern Ireland have their
own distinct legal systems.

LAW

Classification of law

There are a number of ways in which the law may be
classified; the most important are as follows —

(1) Public and private law. The distinction between
public and private law is illustrated in Fig. 1.1.

(@) Public law. Public law is concerned with the
relationship between the State and its citizens. This
comprises several specialist areas such as —

(1) Constitutional law. Constitutional law is
concerned with the workings of the British constitu-
tion. It covers such matters as the position of the
Crown, the composition and procedures of Parlia-
ment, the functioning of central and local govern-
ment, citizenship and the civil liberties of individual
citizens.

(i) Administrative law. There has been a dra-
matic increase in the activities of government during
the last hundred years. Schemes have been intro-
duced to help ensure a minimum standard of living
for everybody. Government agencies are involved,

I
PUBLIC LAW
(relationship between the state
and its citizens)

Constitutional Administrative Criminal’

Contract

1
PRIVATE OR CIVIL LAW
(rights and duties of individuals
towards each other)

|
Tort Property Trusts Family

Fig. 1.1 The distinction between public and private law.



