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To Adam and Andrea, may you love each other as much as I love you.
—RMR

To Henry, Hugh, James, and Zoe, who are my constant reminders of the joys and delights
of young folks.
—JDH

To Jamison, Landon, and Finley.
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Resource Preview

The Eighth Edition of Delinquency in Society contains many of the outstanding pedagogical features we introduced
in previous editions.

® Understand why juvenile delinquency is difficult to
explain.

= Know what the status of children is relative to adults.

= Explain the role of the Child Savers during the
nineteenth-century delinquency prevention
movement.

® Grasp the distinction between what defines juvenile

Chapter Objectives. Each chapter begins
with an easy-to-follow list of the major topics
that will be discussed. These objectives im-
mediately alert students to the central issues
of the chapter as well as to the order in which
they are presented.

delinquency and who a juvenile delinguent is.

= Comprehend how the media contribute to the social
definition of juvenile delinguency.

| THINKING ABOUT JUVENILE DELINQUENCY: CONCLUSIONS

The way a society defines delinquency reflects its view of children. As society’s beliefs about children change, the society's
formal response to delinquency also changes. For instance, during the period when juveniles were viewed as miniature

Thinking About Juvenile Delinquency. A
wealth of provocative questions focusing on
important issues is located at the end of each
chapter. The questions are designed to stimu-
late discussion in class and sharpen student
critical-thinking skills.

adults, the legal codes that applied to adults were presumed to be adequate to control children. However, with the changes
in social roles and relationships brought about by the Industrial Revolution, juveniles began to be seen as different from
adults, and their violations of the law became defined as more serious challenges to the social order.

While the legal codes of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries equated delinquency with sin, the nineteenth

century replaced this view with one that forged a connection between urban poverty and crime. During this era, juveniles
were increasingly involved in crimes (mainly thefts) that resulted in them being sent to reform institutions or houses of

Critical-Thinking Questions for Photo-
graphs. The wealth of new photographs

in the book are accompanied by intriguing
questions or extended narratives designed to
encourage critical thinking.

t
Ronald Akers suggests that the concept of rationality s itself problem:
nt
B rationality” With limit lity, the emphasis on free will and au
tonomy. which is the cornerstone of the classical argument, 1s he
information that is available may be faulty or the individual's
o y be incorrect. As
s ctween alternative
sugs
Under some circumstances, predatory cr
tional. But what about bizarre crimes such as personal crimes of <
Are these crimes rational? It is tempuing to blame therr ical im
pulses and [
in arguments. Children murder cld
other words, some juvemles some of the time in some situations may see violence as an
effective means hat they want !
Another y
James QO _Wilson thinks i e they ac

Theory in a Nutshell. Many students have
difficulty grasping the differences among the
various theories of behavior. To make theories
more manageable and understandable, each of
the more important theories is presented in
brief encapsulated form.

Cesare Beccaria

Beccaria believed that people are rational and intelligent beings who exercise free will. They commit crime because they

| imagine they will receive greater gains from crime than from conformity. According to Beccaria, social action should be
| based on the utilitarian principle of the greatest happiress for the greatest number; because crime is an injury to society,
the only rational measure of crime is the extent of the injury. Crime prevention is more important than punishment. Laws
must be published so that the citizenry can understand and support them. For punishment to be effective, it must be
certain, severe, and administered swiftly.

atavistic beings The idea that criminals are
a throwback to a more primitive stage of

genotype A person’s genetic

composition

development
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD, ommor
childh
foll

varying time length, such as 5 to 10 years.
individual justice The idea that criminal law
must reflect differences among people and their
the circumstances.

intelligence The ability to learn, exercise judgment

Key Terms and Subject Glossary. Students
are provided with succinct definitions of com-
monly used terms and descriptions of impor-
tant concepts found in bold type throughout
the text. For easy reference when students are
preparing for exams, each chapter’s key terms
are defined at the end of the chapter in addi-
tion to being included in the Glossary.

that cause difficulty in school, poor relationships
with family and peers, and low self-esteem

choice theories Theories that frame delinquency as
the outcome of rational thought

classical school A sch
delinquency on the chon

of thought that blames
ple make

justice model A corrections phil
promotes flat or fixed-time senten

of parole, and use of prison to punish offenders.

determinate sentence A prison sentence of a fixed
amount of time, such as 5 years mitigating circumstances Factors that may be
responsible for an individuals behavior, such as
age, nsanity, and incompetence.
monozygotic twins (M2Z) Identical twins who
e rom one fertilized egg. MZ twins have
cal DNA

dizygotic twins (DZ) Fraternal twins who develop
from two eggs fertilized at the same time

evolutionary psychology A branch of psyche

ogy
that examines the ways that evolutionary forces

Case, Name, and Subject Indexes. Separate
case, name, and subject indexes are provided
at the end of the book to help students in

their search for particular issues or concerns.
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Thematic boxes. The Fighth Edition includes two brand new box features to make the text more relevant and
interesting for students.

4 HAPTER 1 Defining Delinquency

——— , , f Unique and Exciting Boxes. We have cre-
(| J prorces woeuavency ated five different thematic boxes and inserted
them where appropriate within the text:

From my days as a graduate student, I was bothered by how
stereotypes about crime and erime victims seemed to pervade | Proﬁ les in Delinquency Thi S exciti ng

media accounts and public discussions. g i
new feature in the Eighth Edition features

The child molester was the man at the park or the playground. The missing child was . . . .

b atangec T sk o e S Sl ik iy st photos and autobiographical insights from

by making the variety of causes associated with crime more readily apparent to polcy- / g % B

| Epavid axaimos :::::u ZT: the nge:;e;l :\;blv;eslyit:v:r:t;i :n:ir Jepvesenlaﬁve samples based on scientific d] st] ng uis hed scho la rs Wnt] ng a bout hOW

| Biecityiied L e OO e e it i they came to be criminologists and the kind

of work they do today.

38 CHAPTER 2 Measuring Delinquency

A Window on Delinquency. A series of
boxes discussing various facets of delin-
/ quency personalize the story of delinquency
1 and bring into focus the different life situa-
tions of victims and offenders.

“ Counting the Victims of Serial
Murderers

|
|
|
Perhaps the most dramatic example of the difficulty of quantifying crime s estimating the number of people who are ‘
Killed by serial killers. Some serial killers make exaggerated claims about the number of people whom they have mur- |
dered. For instance, Henry Lee Lucas once claimed more than 600 victims but actually killed only 10 or so people. Still |
other serial ks never divulge how many victims they murdered, even though many of them are linked to significantly

more homicides than their convictions would suggest. Criminologists have produced wide-ranging estimates of the ‘
number of people killed each year by serial kilers. Early estimates suggested that more than 500 serial killers murdered

more than 6000 victims each year in the United States. More recent and conservative estimates placed the number of ‘
serial murder victims at between 40 and 180 each year. |
| Kenna Quinet suggests that the earliest, more shocking estimates of serial murder victims may actually be more

accurate. When she analyzed data sets of missing persons, prostitutes, foster and runaway children, and unidentified ‘
deceased persons, she found a minimum estimate of 182 annual serial murder deaths and a maximum estimate of 1832 |

Delinquency Controversies. An exciting
new feature to the Eighth Edition is a new

__—"  box feature called Delinquency Controver-
Satus of Ciden = sies that covers thought-provoking and con-
| S , T : : A
I —— troversial topics relating to the causes and
ERS' | »: . .
| The House of Prayer control of juvenile delinquency. Examples of
One shocking incdent o child maleatment by relgious eaderstook place severalyers ago n Atlant at the House of Delinquency Controversies include the role
Prayer. What happened at the church captured worldwide attention because it raised troubling questions: Under what % 5 2 7
circumstances is it acceptable to physically punish children? Is it acceptable to whip children in public? Should the state of a b 0 rt] on i red ucin g de l] n q uen cy, th e
and federal laws trump the religious beliefs of parents about how to rear their children? Sk A 4
Attanta police arested Pastor Arthur Allen and five members of his 130-member church, who had whipped children p lace of reli gion in sc hools, the im portance
as a form of discipline. The leader of the House of Prayer and several other church members were charged with cruelty to f S : S 4 3
children. Even though they had been arrested, church members said they would continue to whip unruly children. They
believe parents have an absolute right to discipline their children however they see fit. According to these persons, what Y pa ren t] n g fO rn St] u'] n g be h avio r' an d
parents do to their children is no business of the state or federal government.
The beatings were done at the church, administered by parents and other adults with belts and switches, and under ma ny Others'
the supervision of Pastor Allen, who advised them on how severe the beatings should be. Allen based his decision on the
ness of the affens iderina how old the child was and whether the child had exnressed remarse for his ar her

Delinquency Around the Globe. Thematic
- o boxes providing students with brief glimps-

— — L es into the nature of delinquency in other

S

ELINQUENCY AROUND THE GLOBE i . . .
L_, | Is Free Will a Myth? // countries allow students to consider the
Diferent tioriee ke ifsentsssmptions about i i and the ot bt ~ similarities and differences among nations.
aspects of our behavior. For example, classical theorists assume that people exercise free
will, which is the power to make decisions. But what if free will itself is a myth?

Neuroscientists at the Max Planck Society for the Advancement of Science in Germany Deli nq uen cy Preventi on. A th em at-, c bOX

performed magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scans on 14 people, after instructing the

study participants to decide spontaneously whether to press a button on their left or their 1 3 o

R B e e S focusing on issues related to the preven

subject made his or her “spontaneous” decision. This finding suggests that the outcome = o 5

, tion, reduction, or control of delinquency.
when a person feels that he is she is actually making a decision. Thus whether free will is, . 5

st sy ke 1 an e clnRE Bueson: ‘ Some of the programs discussed are well es-

‘ L1 tablished and appear to most criminologists
16 CHAPTER 1 Defining Delinquency to be Effective in aChiEVing their goals.
R sSsSsSsSs— - ~' Other programs discussed hold great prom-
’ (@‘ The Orphan Trains ise but are relatively new and untested.

In the mid-nineteenth century, thousands of children who were orphans, runaways, and throwaways filled the streets
of New York City. Many of them were incarcerated or put in poorhouses. Reverend Charles Loring Brace, who in 1853
established the Children’s Aid Society to provide homeless children with shelter and education, took a more daring
tack. Between 1854 and 1929, the Society ran “orphan trains” that carried 150,000 to 200,000 destitute children from
New York to localities in the West, where they were adopted by Christian farm families.

The process of finding new homes for the children was haphazard at best. At town meetings across the country,
farming families took their pick of the orphan train riders. Children who were not selected got back on board the train
and continued to the next town. The children who were selected, and their new adopted parents, had one year to decide
whether they would stay together. If either party decided not to continue the arrangement, the child would be returned
to the Children's Aid Society, board the next train out of town, and be offered to another family.

Although approximately 40 percent of the orphan train riders were female, Brace referred to his passengers almost
exclusively as “lads.” Female orphan train riders were treated decidedly different than the males. Brace felt that street- |
girls were less salvageable and “hopeless” after the age of 14 because he perceived them to be “weak in flesh” and ‘
prematurely “womanty.” The Children’s Aid Society did, however, continue to send girls to the underdeveloped West, |
where overworked farm wives were in dire need of relief. Orphan train girls were often treated harshly by their host
famities and considered cheap domestic help. It was assumed that getting married was the best outcome that could l
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Resources

Instructor Resources

This text is the core of an integrated teaching and
learning system, which includes ancillaries developed
by educators in the field; Anna Elizabeth Koloski,
lowa State University and Beverly Quist, Mohawk
Valley Community College.

EIGHTH
EDITION

IN SOCIETY

ROBERT M. REGOLI
JOHN D. HEWITT
MATT DELISI

Instructor’s ToolKit CD-ROM
ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-8242-9

Preparing for class is easy with the resources found
on this CD-ROM, including;

* Lecture Outlines offer complete, ready-to-use
lesson plans that outline all of the topics cov-
ered in the text. All outlines can be adapted
to your unique course.

* PowerPoint Presentations provide ready-to-
use presentations that are both educational
and engaging. Slides can be modified and tai-
lored to meet your needs.

Xiv Resources

 Electronic TestBank contains multiple-choice
and scenario-based questions, allowing you to
create custom-made classroom tests and quiz-
zes quickly by selecting, editing, organizing,
and printing a test along with an answer key
that includes page references to the text.

* Imagebank suppliesimages from the text that
can be used in multimedia lectures and in
handouts.

The resources found on the Instructor’s ToolKit CD-
ROM are formatted for online course management
systems and can be customized to fit your course
needs.

Technology Resources

Essential components to the learning system include
additional resources available on this companion Web
site. Students are able to grasp key concepts about
the juvenile delinquency and explore topics in greater
depth.

Make full use of today’s teaching and learning tech-
nology with criminaljustice jbpub.com/Delinquency
inSociety. This site has been specifically designed to
complement Delinquency in Society, Eighth Edition.
Some of the resources available include:

* Practice Quizzes

*  Chapter Outlines

* Critical Thinking Questions
e  Web Links

*  Glossary

* Flashcards

e Crosswords



Foreword

[ have been told that when
a book reaches its third edi-
tion—which is a rare occur-
rence—it has achieved the
status as a “classic” in the
field of criminology. Robert
Regoli, John Hewitt, and
Matt DeLisi’s Delinquency in
Society thus must be seen as
an inordinately special con-
tribution. This project was initiated two decades ago
and has yielded eight editions! Some readers were not
yet born or were toddlers when the first edition was
published in 1991. Quite remarkably, this classic text
has educated a full generation of college students.

What makes Delinquency in Society so special?
For one thing, it is “good looking.” It is wonderfully
designed, colorful, and easily navigated by readers.
But being easy on the eye, as the saying goes, does
not make a book meritorious. Attractiveness is not
equivalent to substance. When one peeks beneath the
surface, the object of our attention might prove dis-
appointing, if not vacuous. This is not the case with
Delinquency in Society—for three reasons.

First, this is indeed a book of substance. The
scholarship informing Delinquency in Society is im-
peccable. The text is state-of-the art, reflecting the
latest theoretical and empirical writings. As I reviewed
chapters, 1 found myself spending a wealth of time
reading the references. Most students will take this
admission as a sign that I live an emotionally im-
poverished life! After all, who thinks that looking at
references is “neat”? Well, I confess that I do, but only
when I discover that a book’s authors supply a com-
pendium of the best research on topic after topic. My
message is not that, as a reader of this text, you should
dwell on the reference section. Rather, I simply wish
to instill some appreciation that Professors Regoli,
Hewitt, and DeLisi have spent endless hours reading
and synthesizing the latest research in an effort to
make each chapter both current and correct crimino-
logically. This commitment to “getting things right”
is what separates the wheat from the chaff among
scholars and among the textbooks they publish.

Second, Professors Regoli, Hewitt, and DeLisi are
skilled writers. They have a unique ability to take

complex topics and complex literature and to sift out
the golden nuggets to be shared with readers. On any
given topic, their discussion captures the key points
and conveys them in an accessible way. Further, the
authors are capable of what sociologists call “taking
the role of the other” and what the rest of us call
“standing in someone else’s shoes.” This sensitivity to
how students learn most effectively has been culled
from years of working closely with undergraduates in
their own classrooms. Accordingly, they do not write
above or down to their readers. Rather, as outstand-
ing scholar—teachers, they write directly to you, their
readers. Delinquency in Society is thus a textbook that
will reward your commitment to read its pages. You
will learn a great deal.

Third, Professors Regoli, Hewitt, and DelLisi
have large hearts. They care deeply about delinquent
youths in American society. As Paul Brodeur once
commented, “Statistics are human beings with the
tears wiped off.” In the sanctity of one’s office, it is
easy for scholars examining intricate research find-
ings to objectify and become somewhat detached from
their subject matter—in this case, from youngsters
in trouble with the law. But the field of criminology
is ultimately about people—Ilives tragically wasted,
victims and communities harmed, and public monies
wasted on ineffective and needlessly harsh policies.
Make no mistake about it, the authors of Delinquency
in Society have a firm commitment to science and the
truth—no matter where this pursuit might lead them.
Still, they also are in this field to produce and share
knowledge that can make a difference—that can help
us to create a society in which juvenile delinquents
shed and cause fewer tears. I am persuaded that Delin-
quency in Society achieves its goals admirably. Readers
will emerge from the book’s pages devoid of simplistic
thinking, troubled by the futility of much that is done
in the name of “juvenile justice,” and equipped with
an expanded empathy, rooted in science, for the na-
tion’s wayward youths.

Let me reiterate that not all textbooks on delin-
quency are the same. Delinquency in Society stands
out—and is in its Eighth Edition'—because, in the
end, Professors Regoli, Hewitt, and DelLisi are qual-
ity scholars and quality people. They bring to their
writing integrity and passion. They care about their
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subject matter and feel privileged, as authors, to be
welcomed into your lives and minds.

Readers thus are fortunate to have the opportu-
nity to learn from, and be inspired by, these nation-
ally respected criminologists. Indeed, you are about
to embark on an exciting excursion across the pages
of their classic text. Enjoy your travels but also pause
along the way to study the sights carefully. At the
conclusion of this journey, your understandings about
delinquency will be deepened, if not transformed in

XVi Foreword

significant ways. And if you are like me, you will
place Delinquency in Society in a prominent position
in your personal library—a valuable resource to be
kept handy and to be consulted time and again. How
enlightening and what fun reopening its pages prom-
ises to be!

Francis T. Cullen
University of Cincinnati
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If it is true that in teaching we learn, we have had
the good fortune to do quite a bit of both since the
first edition of Delinquency in Society was published
in 1991. Its continued success is a reflection of what
we learn from the comments and suggestions of our
students, our colleagues, and their students around
the country who read the book. We do enjoy hearing
compliments, but we pay very careful attention to the
suggestions for improvements. Such suggestions have
resulted in a number of changes to the Eighth Edition,
which we detail below.

While the Eighth Edition continues to provide
a comprehensive theoretical framework for under-
standing the evolving phenomenon of delinquency
and society’s response to the problem, it has been
thoroughly updated to reflect the most current
trends and developments in juvenile delinquency,
including discussions of the history, institutional
context, and societal reactions to delinquent be-
havior. In addition, we have made four important
organizational changes. The first change involves
combining two chapters on violence and drug use
into a single chapter and moving that chapter to
the section of the text on the social context of de-
linquency. The second change involves a minor re-
organization of the theory chapters, dividing the
chapter on individual theories of delinquency into
two chapters (Chapter 3, Choice and Biological The-
ories, and Chapter 4, Psychological Theories). The
third involves combining the three chapters on law
enforcement, courts, and corrections into a single
chapter on the juvenile justice system (Chapter 13,
The Juvenile Justice System). Lastly, an entirely new
chapter, Delinquency Prevention (Chapter 14), has
been developed for this edition.

In addition, Chapter 1, “Defining Delinquency,”
now includes an expanded discussion of Mary Ellen
Wilson, the first child abuse victim removed from
her home. The chapter also includes discussion of
research studies examining the role of violent music
and video games on delinquency.

Chapter 2, “Measuring Delinquency,” has been
expanded to include the latest information on serious,
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violent, and chronic juvenile offenders and special at-
tention to the Dunedin Multidisciplinary Health and
Human Development Study.

Chapter 3, “Choice and Biological Theories,”
contains new Mapping Delinquency Theory figures
to illustrate how biological concepts translate into
delinquency, new box features on rational choice
theory and predatory criminal behavior, the crimi-
nology of the brain, and the long-term effects of lead
on delinquent and criminal behavior. The chapter
also contains the most contemporary research from
neuroscience researchers which show how biological
and biosocial processes help to explain delinquent
behavior.

Chapter 4, “Psychological Theories,” has been
overhauled and includes new sections on personality
theory, moral development, aggression, oppositional
defiant disorder, and conduct disorder. In addition,
the section on psychopathy has been expanded. New
box features include the dark triad of psychopathic
personality, juvenile super-predators, and revised
Mapping Delinquency Theory figures.

Chapter 5, “Sociological Theories: Cultural De-
viance, Strain, and Social Control,” includes greatly
expanded coverage of collective efficacy and neighbor-
hood differences in exposure to violence.

Chapter 6, “Sociological Theories: Labeling and
Conflict,” has been entirely updated to include the
most recent assessments of Regoli and Hewitt’s theory
of differential oppression.

Chapter 7, “Developmental Theories,” contains
new sections on the contributions of David Farrington,
Sarnoff Mednick, and Patricia Brennan to develop-
mental theories of delinquency. New box features
include the development of an extreme delinquent
career and Mapping Delinquency Theory figures.

Chapter 8, “Female Delinquency Theories,” in-
cludes a new section on girls and violence and find-
ings from the influential Girls Study Group convened
by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention. New box features include child marriage/
divorce, female involvement in violent delinquency,
and Mapping Delinquency Theory figures.



Chapter 9, “The Family and Delinquency,” con-
tains expanded sections on the maltreatment of chil-
dren and new box features on risk and protective
factors for child maltreatment and corporal punish-
ment.

Chapter 10, “Schools and Delinquency,” now in-
cludes an expanded discussion of school associated
violent deaths, the role of the school environment
and delinquency, updating and expansion of U.S. Su-
preme Court cases focusing on the rights of children
in school, and a more thorough presentation of the
impact of “zero-tolerance” policies and delinquency
prevention.

Chapter 11, “Violence, Drug Use, and Delinquen-
cy,” has been overhauled to explore two particular
forms of delinquency: violence and drug use. New box
features highlight youth violence, youth victimization,
and updated figures on youth substance abuse.

Chapter 12, “Peer Group and Gang Delinquency,”
includes added focus on co-offenders and expanded
coverage of female gang delinquency.

Chapter 13, “The Juvenile Justice System,” is a
thoroughly restructured chapter combining key mate-
rial from the chapters on police, courts, and correc-
tions in the previous edition. This streamlined chapter
gives students a clear and concise overview of the
juvenile justice system as it operates today.

Chapter 14, “Delinquency Prevention,” is an en-
tirely new chapter for this edition. Topics include a
discussion of the control and management of delin-
quency, distinctions between primary, secondary,
and tertiary prevention approaches, key risk factors
in early childhood development, important features
of model and promising prevention programs, and
which prevention programs do not appear to be ef-
fective.

Overview of Contents

Section 1, “Nature and Extent of Delinquency,” intro-
duces students to historical and contemporary per-
ceptions of children and how their misbehaviors have

been defined as delinquent. It examines the major
sources of data on delinquency and problems with
measuring the extent of delinquency.

Section 2, “Delinquency Theories,” provides stu-
dents with an easy-to-understand discussion of all
the major theoretical approaches to explaining juve-
nile delinquency. Students will be able to examine
the substantial contributions of choice theories, trait
theories focusing on biological and psychological ex-
planations, and the dominant sociological theories
ranging from social disorganization, strain, and so-
cial control to labeling, conflict, and developmental
theories, as well as specialized explanations of female
delinquency.

Section 3, “The Social Context of Delinquency,”
contextualizes delinquency within major social set-
tings: the family, school, violence and drug use, and
peer groups and the gang. Students will be introduced
to provocative discussions dealing with the relation-
ship of family structure and process on delinquency,
the nature of delinquency within schools and how
schools contribute to delinquency, the ways that two
specific forms of delinquency—violence and drug
use—are more broadly related to antisocial behavior
of adolescents, and the extensive problems related to
peer-group relations and juvenile gangs.

Section 4, “Special Topics,” the final section of De-
linquency in Society, examines our society’s approaches
to dealing with the problem of delinquency. Students
will be introduced to the juvenile justice system, in-
cluding issues of police search and seizure, the use
of discretion and decisions to arrest and interrogate
juveniles, major stages of the juvenile court process,
alternatives available within the correctional system
for juvenile offenders, and the waiver of juveniles to
criminal court. However, the juvenile justice system
becomes a factor when we have failed to prevent youth
from engaging in delinquency in the first place. Stu-
dents will develop an understanding of the impor-
tance of identifying risk factors in early childhood
and promising approaches for the prevention of de-
linquency.
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