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TIFFANY & CO. CELEBRATES
BRISTOL BAY, ALASKA
ONE OF AMERICA’S
PRICELESS TREASURES

The Bristol Bay watershed is the spectacular home of
America’s greatest wild salmon fishery and one of the most beautiful

and pristine places on earth.

This is why Tiffany & Co. is so concerned about the proposal to locate

an enormous gold and copper mine in the very heart of this watershed.

Tiffany & Co. and other jewelers have publicly announced
that we will not use gold from the proposed Pebble Mine. Tiffany’s
experience in over 173 years of sourcing gemstones and precious
metals tells us that there are certain places where mining cannot be
done without damaging the landscape, wildlife and communities.

Bristol Bay is one such place.

As we weigh the inevitable risks against the promised reward
of the Pebble Mine, we know there will be other gold and copper
mines to develop. But we will never find a more majestic

and productive place than Bristol Bay.

TIFFANY & CO.
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Veiled Rebellion Afghan women are starting to fight for a just life.
By Elizabeth Rubin  Photographs by Lynsey Addario

A Serenade to Swans The whooper swan is a bird to inspire flights of fancy.
By Cathy Newman Photographs by Stefano Unterthiner

David and Solomon Archaeologists dig up controversy as they dig into the kings.
By Robert Draper Photographs by Greg Girard

Heart of the Milky Way The black hole at the galaxy’s center is giving up its secrets.
By Ken Croswell

Alaska’s Choice In Bristol Bay, the debate is on: gold mine versus salmon runs.
By Edwin Dobb  Photographs by Michael Melford

Bat Crash A fungus has killed at least one million U.S. bats.
By David Quammen Photographs by Stephen Alvarez

In winter whoopers tend to ?
get along, but fights do erupt

—here in Hokkaido, Japan.
STEFANO UNTERTHINER
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A proposed highway could endanger great
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A loner bee found in Turkey and Iran decon-
structs flowers to build a shelter for its larvae.

Once hardened, the nest is humid inside,
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R Your Pic Could Go Here
November 30 is the cutoff
for Photo Contest 2010.
Topics: Nature, People,
Places. Top prize: $10,000.
On the Cover Above: In last year’s nature
In this painting by Peter Paul winner, a peppermint
Rubens, circa 1616, the biblical Qh"mp standsin a Sponge)
king-to-be is poised to wield the

sword he took from Goliath.
Art: Norton Simon Foundation
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XCEPTIONAL
EXPERIENCES

A National Geographic Photographer
Shares Her Passion for Travel.

Catherine

Karnows
passion for travel and
photography have led

her to cover Australian
Aborigines, Bombay

film stars, Vietnam
victims of Agent Orange,
Connecticut high society,
Albanian farmers, and
Britain's Prince Charles.
Her vibrant, arresting
images have appeared

in National Geographic,
Smithsonian, international
publications, and
numerous books.

“AS A PHOTOGRAPHER, | travel
all over the world. But the thing
that excites me most isn't going
to an exotic place; it's getting
to experience a place. When |
slow down and stay at one street
corner, café table, or scenic
overlook it gives me a chance
to open up all my senses. Not

only feasting my eyes on details,

but also tasting, listening, and
feeling everything around me.

"As a traveler, with or without
a camera, | find people to be
welcoming. If you stop to talk
and they sense your interest
and enthusiasm, you may find
yourself invited up to their
farm, in for a drink, or over for
Sunday lunch. Connecting with
people and hearing their stories
lets you experience a place as
a traveler, not a tourist.

A This train was slow and sweltering in the July heat of Vietnam. Then,
as we came downhill and picked up speed, we finally felt a cool breeze.
It was such a relief we all started laughing together. We shared no common
language but made a complete connection in the joy of that moment.

A Traveling in Provence, | knew | wanted to photograph a
cheese maker. But imagine my delight when | found he lived
in such an unusual, photogenic, and intriguing home built
right into the rock. Lunch was tomatoes and basil we picked
from the garden—served with his delicious homemade goat
cheese of course!

"The reason | do what | do isn't
to become famous, it's to have
these experiences. It can be
deeply emotional and profound,
or just a special moment with
someone who enhances the way
you understand and remember
your journey. And that can
happen whether you're visiting
a faraway land or the next
town over.”
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EDITOR'S NOTE

Setnet fishermen
on Bristol Bay

trap salmon when
the fish swim close
to shore with the
incoming tide.

From my vantage point in the single-engine plane above Bristol Bay,
| see an epidemic of salmon fever as big as the state of Alaska. Hundreds of boats
are in high gear, chasing the millions of ready-to-spawn sockeye returning to the
bay, hauling in nets filled with fish. Many boats are so laden with salmon they ride
precariously low in the water, dangerously close to swamping. | had heard about
this fishery for years, but nothing prepared me for the enormity of it until | saw it for
myself. | was also not prepared for its beauty and remoteness—no dams, develop-
ment, or human footprint, just endless miles of pristine creeks, lakes, and rivers. This
was the wild Alaska | had imagined. A tranquil landscape. Nature at its grandest.
Today, nearly 28 years later, photographer Michael Melford and writer Edwin Dobb
see the same breathtaking landscape and find the salmon still running. But the
Bristol Bay watershed is no longer tranquil. Instead, it’s filled with tension provoked
by the discovery of what may be the world’s largest deposit of gold and one of
the largest deposits of copper. The lode, worth hundreds of billions of dollars, has
spawned ambitions for an immense mining complex with an open pit possibly two
miles wide and a cavernous underground mine. It's a face-off between salmon and
gold; the battle between those who support the mine and those who oppose it has
reached a critical point. The risk, the values and priorities, the balancing of potential
gains and losses all present uneasy and complicated questions. In this month’s
issue Melford and Dobb wade into the fight.
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more than 9,000 explorations and research projects, adding to knowledge of earth, sea, and sky.
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2 carats of
Genuine
Tanzanite

Save $700!

-

African Gem (fll/tter
Makes $2,689,000 M

his story breaks my heart every time. Allegedly, just two

years after the discovery of tanzanite in 1967, a Maasai
tribesman knocked on the door of a gem cutter’s office in
Nairobi. The Maasai had brought along an enormous chunk
of tanzanite and he was looking to sell. His asking price?
Fifty dollars. But the gem cutter was suspicious and assumed
that a stone so large could only be glass. The cutter told the
tribesman, no thanks, and sent him on his way. Huge
mistake. It turns out that the gem was genuine and would
have easily dwarfed the world’s largest cut tanzanite at the
time. Based on common pricing, that “chunk” could have
been worth close to $3,000,000!

The tanzanite gem cutter missed his chance to hit the
jeweler’s jackpot...and make history. Would you have made
the same mistake then? Will you make it today?

In the decades since its discovery, tanzanite has
become one of the world’s most coveted gemstones.
Found in only one remote place on Earth (in Tanzania’s
Merelani Hills, in the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro), the
precious purple stone is 1,000 times rarer than diamonds.
Luxury retailers have been quick to sound the alarm,
warning that supplies of tanzanite will not last forever. And
in this case, they’re right. Once the last purple gem is pulled
from the Earth, that’s it. No more tanzanite. Most believe
that we only have a few years supply left, which is why it’s so
amazing for us to offer this incredible price break. Some
retailers along Fifth Avenue are more than happy to charge
you outrageous prices for this rarity. Not Stauer. Staying true
to our contrarian nature, we've decided to lower the price of
one of the world’s rarest and most popular gemstones.

~
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Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices

Limited

Availabilig
Less Than

400 290
Ounces
of Tanzanite
Remain in
This Special
Purchase.

Our 2-Carat Sunburst Tanzanite Ring features marquise-
cut gems set dramatically in gorgeous sterling silver. Each
facet sparkles with the distinct violet-blue hue of the
precious stones. Behind the shine you’ll find that the
exquisite silverwork of the setting calls to mind the detailed
treasures being produced by Europe’s finest jewelers. This is a
ring designed to impress and it does not disappoint.

Now is the point where opportunity knocks. If you open
that door today, you can own this spectacular ring for less
than $100. If you wait? We can’t say for sure.

Your satisfaction is completely guaranteed. For our
client-friendly approach, Stauer has earned a rare A+ rating
from the Better Business Bureau, a rating we wish to keep.
So, of course, your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you are
not completely aglow with the Sunburst Tanzanite Ring,
send it back within 30 days for a prompt and courteous
refund. But, please don't wait, our supply is dropping rapidly.
JEWELRY SPECS:

— 2 ctw genuine tanzanite - .925 sterling silver setting - Ring sizes 5-10

Sunburst Genuine Tanzanite Ring (2 ctw)—$795

Now $95 +s&p Save $700
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-201-7112

Promotional Code TZR181-01

Please mention this code when you call.

S P Stauer has a Better Business
o5 okl Bureau Rating of A+

Stauer@) 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. TZR181-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

/ stauer.com




LETTERS

Bahiamas Blue Holes

August 2010

Bahamas Blue Holes

There could be no more fitting
tribute to the memory of Wes
Skiles than the spectacular
cover and gatefold photo in
your August issue. | dived with
Wes on his first Bahamian blue
hole dive more than 25 years
ago. | watched him struggling
to take photos in an unforgiving
environment. We shared the
goal of having a photo in
National Geographic. He
succeeded (and brought my
dream along with him) when a
photograph of his was eventu-
ally published. His determina-
tion and dedication led Wes to
a career that included not only
submerged-cave photography
but also the conservation of
caves and springs in Florida.
Wes captured the essence of
the beauty and mystery of the
blue holes of the Bahamas. | am
thankful for this lasting memory
and for his sharing the impor-
tance of these submerged
environments with the world.

JILL YAGER
Puerto Morelos, Mexico

| will never have the opportunity
to visit the underwater caves,
but the article and photographs
by Wes Skiles really made me
want to do what is needed to

protect these special places.
On a sadder note, | was so
sorry to read of Skiles’s passing.
He was truly an amazing pho-
tographer, and as an amateur
photographer, | find his work
very inspiring. He will forever
be remembered through his
wonderful photographs.

MATTHEW KARNS
Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania

This article brought back
memories of a fun event. My
wife and | were cruising with
friends on our sailboat. We
were approaching Rock Sound,
Eleuthera Island, from the west
when we noticed an obvious
dark spot. We were in about
ten feet of water at the time
and perhaps ten miles from
Rock Sound. As we approached
the spot, we realized that it
was a blue hole. It was probably
a hundred feet in diameter.
Visibility was perfect, and we
lingered over it for perhaps an
hour observing the large ocean
fish in its depths. They seemed
to disappear and reappear from
under ledges. We considered
diving into it but were afraid

of currents we could not see.
Your article does not include
this hole in the text or on the
map. | would be most grateful
if you could provide some
information about what we saw.

DAN EDDINS BELLINGER
Severna Park, Maryland

Based on your description, our
experts cannot confirm a blue
hole in that location, but there are
many blue holes that aren’t well
documented or even named.

Kaziranga: India’s
Grassland Kingdom

| read this article with immense
pride. | am from Assam, and
whenever | go there to visit with

8 NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC » DECEMBER 2010

my relatives, | stop overnight
at Kohora to view the animals
from atop an elephant (as
pictured on page 108). | have
not yet been lucky enough
to see a tiger in Kaziranga.
When we drive on National
Highway 37, we see poor
families building thatched
houses illegally all along the
borders of the park. Govern-
ment officials seem to ignore
such settlement. | believe
the land around Kaziranga
should be freed for the survival
of the animals and that
National Highway 37 should
be diverted. Recently, one
night while driving on that
road, my wife and her brother
saw a tiger in front of their
car, slowly crossing the
highway near Kohora.

ARUN B. BARUA
Chicago, lllinois

Ecotourism is so vital to
support the people who live
near the national parks in
India and other countries; it
helps strike a balance between
the animals that live in the
parks and the humans who
live outside the parks. | once
asked my guide when | was
visiting the Jaldapara Wildlife
Sanctuary in West Bengal, India,
“Are you mad at the elephants
who occasionally cause harm
to the villagers?” He replied,
“Absolutely not, we owe our
existence to these animals.”

ASHIS ROY
Aldie, Virginia

Contact Us

Email ngsforum@ngm.com

Write National Geographic Magazine,
PO Box 98199, Washington, DC
20090-8199. Include name, address,
and daytime telephone. Letters may
be edited for clarity and length.
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CUT IT UP.

STICK IT IN A DRAWER.
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We Never Stop
EXxploring

The interactive National Geographic magazines are now available for the iPad”
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YOUR SHOT I ngm.com/yourshot

See Thl’OUgh Great pictures may be waiting on the other side of the nearest
window—or baby eel, for that matter. Transparency can add a little mystery to your images.
Why not look for things that you can look right through? This month Your Shot features
one photograph chosen by readers via our online voting machine, and others chosen

by our editors. For more information go to ngm.com/yourshot.

EDITORS' CHOICE

Tunc Yavuzdogan Istanbul, Turkey

While on a diving vacation in Indonesia, scuba
instructor Yavuzdogan, 40, happened upon this
foot-long larval eel in the waters of the Lembeh
Strait. “It did move around frantically,” he says.
“It was very hard to get a decent shot. Its
movements were very rhythmic and very fast.”

Sharon Zobali New York, New York

Visiting Egypt, says the 23-year-old, “l was on
the train traveling to Alexandria when another
train passed by right next to me. | quickly

took out my camera and captured this man.”
Zobali studies photography at Parsons the New
School for Design in New York City.

READERS' CHOICE
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For arthritis patients, it’s simple physics:

A body in motion...tends to stay in motion.

Celebrex can help relieve arthritis pain...so you can keep moving

It's simple physics —a body in motion tends to When it comes to relieving arthritis pain, you anc
stay in motion. Staying active can actually relieve your doctor need to balance the benefits with the
arthritis symptoms. But if you have arthritis, staying risks — and find the right treatment for you.

active can be difficult. So ask your doctor about Celebrex. It could be

That’s why you should talk with your doctor about an important step towards keeping your body
treatment options, like prescription Celebrex. in motion.

» Just one 200mg Celebrex a day can provide visit celebrex.com

24-hour relief for many with arthritis pain and o o) 1.888-CELEBREX for more information.
inflammation* Relief that can help your body

stay in motion. You are encouraged to report negative side effect:
* In clinical studies with osteoarthritis patients, prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit fda.gov/medwa
Celebrex is proven to improve pain, stiffness or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

and daily physical function.
» Celebrex is not a narcotic. *Individual results may vary.

@ : Uninsured? Need help paying for Pfizer medicines?
helpful Pfizer has programs that can help. Call 1-866-706-2400 or visit PfizerHelpfulAnswers.com
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