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Using the Atlas

Introduction

Classroom Atlas can become your guide to the world.

You can use it in many ways—to find places in the
news, to plan a trip, or just to find out interesting
information from maps. To discover the world
through the atlas, you can organize your study
around the five themes of geography. These themes
were developed by professional geographers in the
American Association of Geography and the National
Council for Geographic Education.

Five Themes of Geography

These five themes can help you understand
geography and use Classroom Atlas.

Location

Location is the “where” of geography.
You may want to know where Chicago is or how you
might get to London, England. Follow these steps to
find Chicago, lllinois.

1. Find the place-name index in the back of the
atlas. You will see that Chicago, IL, is on page 96.
The letter-number set B9 is a guide to finding
Chicago on the map. Turn to page 29 in the atlas.

2. Find the letters A through F on the sides of the
map and the numbers 1 through 13 on the top and
bottom of the map.

3. To locate Chicago, place one index finger on B
and one index finger on 9. Move your index fingers
across the map until they meet. Your fingers should
meet at Chicago.

Location can be very specific, called absolute
location. To find absolute location you need to use
latitude and longitude coordinates. The absolute
location of Chicago is 42° north latitude and 88° west
longitude.

Location can also be relative, called relative
location. For example, where is Chicago located in
relation to London, England? Where is your
community in relation to London? Where is your
school in relation to the city park?

Place

; All places on earth have features that
give them meaning and character. Both Chicago and
London are important cities, but they are not the
same. For example, Chicago is next to Lake Michigan
and has the Sears Tower. London is located on the
Thames River and has Big Ben. Your community is a
very special place. What can you think of that is
special about it?

Human/Environment Interaction
Human beings interact with and change
their environment. In Chicago, people have built a
nice park, called Grant Park, along Lake Michigan. In
Laendon, yau ¢an.see many bridges that cross the
Thames River. Whatiare some things in your own
community that show how humans have interacted
with the environment?

Movement

The transfer of people, products, and
ldeas is important to understanding geography. For
example, there are regular plane flights between
Chicago and London that move people and goods
between these two cities. People carry ideas with
them wherever they go.

When you plan a trip, you need to know how far
apart places are. You can use this atlas to find
distances. On each map in this atlas you will find a
scale line that looks about like this.

5]0 190 Zﬂ[ll Miles
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The scale line shows you how to measure
distances in miles or kilometers.

On a trip it is also useful to know in which
direction you may be traveling. The maps in this atlas
have compass roses that look like this.

A compass rose identifies cardinal directions (north,
south, east, and west). Keep in mind that there are
also intermediate directions such as southeast or
northwest. If you travel to London from your
community, how far away is it and in what direction
will you travel?

=

Regions

A region is any area that shares
common characteristics. You are familiar with
political characteristics that identify a region such as
a country, province, or city. Other regions can be
identified by climate, religion, or language. Chicago
and London are two English-speaking cities. Chicago
is part of the United States; London is part of
England. What types of regions are associated with
your community?



You almost never use one
of these five themes alone. For
example, if you travel (move-
ment) from Chicago to London
(places), you are going from
one location to another.

Using Map Symbols

There are three kinds of maps
in this atlas: Merged Relief,
Political, and Special Purpose
maps. The maps use color as a
symbol to show important geo-
graphic features of places.

Merged Relief Maps use
color to show two things. The
colors show elevation, or how
high the land is compared to
sea level. The blending of the
colors also shows the shape of
the land.

Political Maps use color
to identify different countries or
states.

Special Purpose Maps use
color to show an important
feature of a place, such as cli-
mate, population, or economic
activity.

The maps use other kinds
of symbols, too. Some of the
maps use dots or stars to
show cities or capitals. Some
have line symbols for rivers or
boundaries. These maps have
legends, or keys, to explain the
symbols.

Use the keys in Figures 1
and 2 to learn about map sym-
bols and to answer these
questions:

—_

Mount Rainier?

o bW

Merged Relief
Map Symbols
(Key)

International boundary
Island

Coastline

Lake

Plateau

Mountain range

Mountain peak
Ocean

Bay
River mouth

Valley
Hills

City

River

State boundary

State capital

This drawing shows
how a merged relief
map uses color sym-
bols. Green stands for
lower land. The colors
blend and turn to yel-
low, brown, and red as
the land gets higher.
The numbers tell the
elevations each color
represents.

Figure 1

Shading from green through yellow, brown, and red
i in altitude. Figures show approx-
imate altitude in feet for corresponding color.

Political Map Symbols (Key)

Type styles used to name features

ASIA
DENMARK

BEARN

Continent

Country, State, or Province

Region
PANTELLERIA Country of which unit is a
dependency in parentheses

SRI LANKA

(CEYLON) Former or aiternate name

Rome Local or alternate city name
(Roma)

MESA VERDE National Park

DESERT Major terrain feature

MT. MORIAH Individual mountain

STROMBOL!
Island or coastal feature

Region, Province, or Historical

Cultural features

Political Boundaries

smsmsensses |Nternational

- Secondary (state, provin::e. etc.)

Populated Places

° Cities, Towns, and Villages
. Symbol and type size represent
Racine relative importance of the place
® Capital of major political unit
* Capital of secondary political
unit

Miscellaneous

National Park

. What is the color symbol for land below 500 feet?
2. About how high is the land at Richland,
Washington? Is it higher or lower than the land at

. What symbol shows a capital city?
. What is the name of the capital of Washington?
. What color line indicates a railroad?

NUNIVAK
OL:L‘(IH Water feature Railroad
ake
'é~ Dam
Figure 2

Turn to the Special Purpose Map on pages 14-15.
What do the colors stand for on this map? Find other
Special Purpose Maps in the Table of Contents. Look

to see what colors stand for on these maps and what

other symbols are used to tell you about the world.



Geographic
Features

and Maps
A World of Land and Water

This drawing shows some of the
different kinds of land and water on
Earth. You will find them when you
explore the maps in this atlas.
Though the drawing shows an
imaginary place, you will see these
kinds of land and water in many real
places on Earth. Look for them when
you study the maps in this atlas.

The word list below defines some
of these forms of land and water*. As
you learn about each kind of land
and water, look for maps that show
those parts of Earth.

archipelago — A group of islands.

bay — Part of a lake or sea that is
partly surrqunded by the shore land.

canyon — A deep, narrow valley
having high, steep sides or cliffs.

cape — A narrow part of land along a
shore that sticks out into the water.

coast — Land along the sea.

delta — Land made by soil that drops
from a river at its mouth, the place
where it meets the sea.

desert — A large land area in which
there is little or no rainfall every year.

*A full explanation of all the words in this chart is part of
the Rand McNally Wall Chart #190-11400-2

This land is very dry, so not many
plants grow there.

divide — The high land that separ-
ates two river basins. A river drains

the water from land, and that land is

its basin.

fjord — A deep, narrow inlet of the
sea, between high, steep cliffs.

forest — A large area of land where
many trees grow. A forest or wood-
land gets much rainfall every year.

gulf — A large area of the ocean or
sea that lies within a curved
coastline.

harbor — A sheltered body of water
where ships anchor and are safe
from the winds and waves of storms
at sea.

hill — A small area of land that is
higher than the land around it.

inlet — A small strip of water that
reaches from a sea or lake into the
shore land.

island — Land that is surrounded by
water and smaller than a continent.

isthmus — A narrow piece of land
that joins two larger bodies of land.

lagoon — A pool of shallow water
linked to the sea by an inlet.



lake — A body of water, usually fresh
water, that is surrounded by land.

mountain — Land that rises very
high, much higher than the land at its
base. Mountains are much higher
than hills.

mountain range — A row of moun-
tains that are joined together. A
mountain range makes a giant
natural wall.

oasis — A place in a desert where
people can get water. Water in an
oasis comes from underground
springs or from irrigation.

peninsula — A land area with a
narrow link to a larger land area. It is
almost surrounded by water.

plain — A large, flat land area.

plateau — A large land area that is
high and generally very flat.

river — A large, moving body of fresh
water that starts at a source in higher
land. It drains the water from an area
called its basin. The river moves from
higher to lower land, and it carries
the water to its mouth, where it ends.
That mouth is at a lake, ocean, sea,
or at another river.

sea — A large body of salt water
nearly or partly surrounded by land.
A sea is much smaller than an ocean.

sound — A long and wide body of
water. A sound connects two larger
bodies of water or separates an
island from a larger body of land. A
sound is a large strait.

strait — A passageway of water that
connects two large bodies of water.

tributary — A stream or small river
that flows into another river or
stream.

valley — The lower land between
hills or mountains.




World * Merged Relief
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Land above 13,120 feet
3,280 to 13,120 feet
1,640 to 3,280 feet

656 to 1,640 feet

Sea Level to 656 feet

Land below Sea Level

Sea Level to 656 feet deep
656 to 19,680 feet deep
Over 19,680 feet deep




World * Merged Relief
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CITIES

* National Capitals
= Other Cities

WATER FEATURES
> Lakes
-——— Canals
--—-- |ce Cap

OTHER FEATURES
= |nternational Boundaries
==m== Disputed or Indefinite Boundaries

SCALE 1:123,000,000
0 500 1000 2000 3000 Miles
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0 500 1000 2000 3000 4000 Kilometers
One inch represents 1,940 miles




World ¢ Political

'n, Slllﬂ 1000 zqnn Miles
1

| ;. AU, (YU /SE—
0 500 1000 2000 3000 Kilometers

SCALE 1:123,000,000
One inch represents 1940 miles

LEGEND
Features identified as follows:
c y Boundary:
Indefinite C: y Boundary: = w = w =
Coastline and River:
Ocean, Sea, Bay, Gulf and Lake:
Country Name: INDIA
National Capital: + New Delhi
City Name: = Bombay
Colors other than blue indicate
political divisions.
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World « Political
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Polar Map of the World, Antarctica - Political
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Climates of the World
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TROPICAL
- Hot and rainy all year TEMPERATE
‘ | Hot, with rainy and dry seasons (Cold and snowy winter) mplesiof Br H
l: Long, warm, humid summer The curved lines on the graphs belnui show fahrenheit temperatur
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all year and dry seasons

12



Climates of the World

30° ' 60° 90° 120° " 150° 180°

FIWIWE WEriiArmN

— N " SE——— ~ 602

- Copyright € by Rand McNally & Co.

A-510000-681 -1 -1-8*

The vertical bars show rainfall in inches.
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Economic Activities of the World

180° 150° 120° 90° 80° 30° 0°

S

0" . o EQUATOR

Major Activities
- Manutacturing and trade

- Farming: Raising crops and animals

Commercial farming (for markets outside the area)
(North America, Europe, Russia, Australia are major areas)

Subsistence farming (for support of local populations)
(China, India, Japan, Java, Africa are major areas)

u Raising animals on rangeland

:' Tropical hunting, fishing, food collecting,
and primative farming

[:| Nomadic animal herding (deserts)

Rio de Janeiro

- Forestry; lumber and pulpwood
with some hunting and fishing

60

Sub-arctic hunting, fishing, food
& =1 collecting with some forestry

Animal herding, hunting and fishing

:l Important fishing regions

|:] Little or no economic activity

Joe Sitko Jerry McElroy Jerry McElroy
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Economic Activities of the World

30° 60° 90° 120° 150° 180°
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60°
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Photographs left to right:
Banking in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Inspecting computer parts in Sunnyvale,
California

Logging in the Pacific Northwest (USA)
Planting rice in Indonesia

Container barge shipping on Nile River in
Egypt

Michael Lichter

Charles Steinberg

15



Population of the World

/-30°
bt —
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Population Density

Per square mile

[:] Uninhabited
[: Under 2 inhabitants
E 2-25 inhabitants
[[] 25-60inhabitants
I! 60-125 inhabitants
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I over 250 inhabitants

°

16

Metropolitan areas over 2,000,000 population
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Left: School children in Prague,

Czech (Europe)

Right: Family at a market in Nebaj,
Guatemala (Middle America)

Michael Lichter

Gerry Greenberg



