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Prejpace

Everyone cares about crime. Not surprisingly, people have
all sorts of ideas about crime and criminal justice. Some
of these ideas are accurate, but many are misleading, in-
complete, or just plain wrong. This is where criminology
comes in. Criminology is the formal, systematic, and sci-
entific study of crime. Criminologists have advanced nu-
merous theories and findings about crime and criminal
justice. In fact, criminology provides a useful storehouse
of facts about crime. This book opens up that storehouse
and we invite all students of crime to examine the con-
tents. The chapters ahead present up-to-date information
and statistical data on the nature and extent of crime,
types of crime, theories of crime, and the American crim-
inal justice system.

Orqganization

This book has four major substantive sections: the nature
and extent of crime, types of crime, theories of crime,
and the criminal justice system. Chapters 2 to 4 focus par-
ticularly on the nature and extent of crime in the United
States. Chapter 2 offers an analysis of popular images and
definitions of crime. Because crime is routinely defined in
reference to the legal code, this chapter also discusses the
leading models of law creation. Chapter 3 describes the
various methods by which crime is measured and notes
the strengths and weaknesses of each method. Chapter 4
rounds out this section by debunking twelve common be-
liefs (myths) about crime and criminal justice.

There are four chapters in the section on types of crime.
Chapter 5 highlights violent interpersonal crimes, Chapter
6 examines crimes of the powerful, Chapter 7 addresses
conventional property crime, and Chapter 8 considers
public order crimes. Each of these chapters offers a de-
tailed analysis of the specific type of crime under investi-
gation. This includes a detailed discussion of the demo-
graphic characteristics (race, gender, and age) of the most
frequent offenders and victims.

The section on criminological theory begins with an ex-
tended introduction, “Your Personal Guide to Theory,”

which is designed to help readers get the most out of the
five theory chapters. Chapters 9 and 10 highlight individ-
ualistic causes of crime, while Chapters 11, 12, and 13
emphasize the social causes of crime. Each of the theory
chapters follows a set format that includes background,
core propositions, position on criminal responsibility, pol-
icy implications, subsequent developments, critique, and
summary.

Finally, there are four chapters in the section on the crim-
inal justice system. Chapter 14 focuses on the police,
while Chapter 15 discusses the court system. Chapters 16
and 17 examine corrections. Theories of punishment and
the history of corrections are the main topics of Chapter
16, and contemporary corrections and current patterns of
incarceration are the primary subjects of Chapter 17.

Special Features

* Accessible Writing Style. This is an introduction to
criminology text. Readers will not be expected to
know sociological or criminological jargon. The book
is written for a general audience.

» Introductory Vignettes. Many chapters open with a
human interest account that relates directly to the
content of the chapter. This helps students connect
the readings to daily life.

¢ Critical Thinking Theme. A primary aim of this book
is to prompt readers to think critically about crime
and related topics. Frequently the chapters provide
information and evidence that will challenge conven-
tional beliefs. Moreover, students will be exposed to
numerous debates within criminology. We hope that
students will be actively engaged as they read, and
that at the end of each chapter they have more an-
swers about crime—and, perhaps, more questions!

¢ Focus on Key Demographic Variables. Crime is not a
monolithic phenomenon in terms of commission or
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victimization. With regard to offenders and victims,
there are four specific demographic variables that re-
quire systematic discussion: gender, race/ethnicity,
age, and class. We offer a targeted analysis for each
of these variables—particularly in the types-of-crime
section.

Uniform Format. As much as is practical, the chap-
ters within a section will follow a consistent outline.
For example, in the types-of-crime section, each of
the chapters includes a discussion of the nature, ex-
tent, and costs of each type of crime; consideration
of offenders and victims; and a breakdown of specific
types of crime. Additionally, all five chapters in the
theory section follow a set format (background, core
propositions, position on criminal responsibility, pol-
icy implications, subsequent developments, critique,
and summary).

Myths and Facts Chapter. Commonsense and popu-
lar beliefs about crime, criminals, and criminal justice
abound. Chapter 4 offers an explicit examination of
twelve crime/criminal justice myths. Students will see
that views gained from personal experiences and
media representations frequently conflict with estab-
lished scientific evidence.

Theory Section Introduction. Preceding the theory
chapters is a detailed introduction to theory in gen-
eral and crime theorizing in particular. Many students
initially find crime theories uninteresting or too ab-
stract to understand. This introduction shows how
theories are used in everyday life.

Agency (Criminal Responsibility) Issue. Is action in
society individually chosen or determined by social
structure? In sociology this question is called the
“agency” problem. Most theories of crime stress one
side of the equation to the relative neglect of the
other. Each of the theory chapters addresses this
issue. Students want to know who or what is respon-
sible for crime, and this approach to examining theo-
ries offers answers to this fundamental question.

Policy Implications. Every chapter contains an im-
plicit or explicit discussion of historical or current
policies regarding crime or criminal justice. We
specifically identify the policy implications of each of
the major theories considered, and policy matters
also receive particularly close attention in the crimi-
nal justice chapters.

Boxes. There are 60 boxes highlighted throughout the
book. Each of the boxes relates to one of five themes:

1. Global View boxes are offered in every chapter. A
world perspective on crime and criminal justice has
become increasingly relevant and these boxes address
that concern (e.g., violent crime in Sweden in Chapter
5; Iran’s criminal justice system in Chapter 9).

2. Historical Snapshot boxes feature noteworthy devel-
opments or patterns from the past (e.g., the case of
Daniel McNaughtan, which laid the foundation for
modern insanity defense standards in Chapter 2; his-
torical imprisonment of women in Chapter 15).

3. Law and Justice boxes focus on policy matters (e.g.,
the surprising forces leading to the creation of state
seat belt laws in Chapter 2; the impact of three-strike
laws on California’s prison system in Chapter 17)

4. Crime in America boxes draw attention to current
crime issues in the United States (e.g., the scope of
gang crime in Chapter 3; the Internet as a crime zone
in Chapter 11).

5. Reading Between the Lines boxes are examples of
critical thinking in criminology (e.g., has the in-
creased use of prisons resulted in a reduction of prop-
erty crime? in Chapter 7; do adolescents who work
part-time jobs have lower rates of crime and delin-
quency? in Chapter 12). The insights of these boxes
might surprise readers.

Pedagogical Aids

Each chapter begins with an outline and a list of key
terms. At the conclusion of each chapter, readers will find
a set of “critical thinking” questions and a list of sug-
gested readings. As noted above, the text offers dozens of
special focus boxes, and, of course, where relevant and
useful, there are tables, figures, and charts. Wadsworth
Publishing also makes available a full array of course sup-
plements including an instructor’s resource manual with
test items, student study guide, video library, and a crimi-
nal justice web site that offers up-to-date information.

In Appreciation

We started this book at the invitation of Joseph Terry, for-
merly of West Publications. Joe, along with Sharon Adams
Poore, also with West, were instrumental in guiding our
early progress. Thank you, Joe and Sharon! We also ap-
preciate the sound advice received from Francis Cullen
and Richard Schaefer. Their insights and encouragement
helped considerably. Carol Skiles, our department secre-



tary, has worked tirelessly on numerous drafts. Carol
helped us make deadlines that would otherwise have
been unattainable. We also thank Jeff Radosh, Carol Row-
land Maguire, and Georgie Ann Weatherby, who offered
advice and support throughout. ;

Sabra Horne and Dan Alpert of Wadsworth have been
crucial to the completion of this project. They inherited a
rough project with potential and guided it to the finish.
Along the way, Sabra and Dan made numerous sugges-
tions that made the book more interesting and accessible
to its readers.

No textbook comes to fruition without the careful re-
view of experts in the field. The following people lent
their suggestions and support, for which we are grateful:
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Teaching a course on crime never gets old. After years of
teaching criminology, it is clear to us that students typi-
cally have a keen interest in crime and criminal justice.
This book responds to that interest by providing a scien-
tifically informed examination of crime that offers up-to-
date statistical data, theoretical insights, and policy re-
search findings. The text does not provide any simple
answers to crime questions, but each chapter offers in-
sights intended to be eye-opening and provocative, and
thus to prompt further interest in the study of crime.

Brendan Maguire
Polly E. Radosh
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