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Preface

In the preface of my book The Law Relating to Children, published in 1973,
I referred to the ‘growing and sustained attention which the last decade
or so [had] given to the protection of the interests and welfare of children’.
In so doing I neither expected, nor tried, to anticipate many of the profound
changes in child law which have occurred over the past 15 years. I do
not attempt here to rehearse the list of them: they will be self-evident
throughout the succeeding pages. Suffice it to say that they have led me
to attempt a wider and deeper treatment of the subject, though I have
retained historical material which appeared in the earlier publication
because, it seems to me, in a rapidly changing area of law it is desirable
to retain a sense of historical continuity. The detailed format of some of
the chapters has also been retained, but I have sought to emphasise the
enormous increase in the intervention by government agencies in child law
by a principal division of the subject into ‘The Child and the Individual’
and ‘The Child and the State’. However, this is a line which can only
be drawn with a broad brush, as the subject of wardship, in particular,
amply demonstrates.

I owe an immense debt to two colleagues: my son, Mr Vaughan Bevan
of the Faculty of Law of the University of Sheffield and Mr Martin Parry
of the Law School of the University of Hull. I am indebted to both for
reading almost all the chapters in draft, for drawing my attention to
omissions and infelicities and for offering many other helpful suggestions
for improvement of the text. Additionally, to the former I am particularly
grateful for his enormous assistance over the preparation of Chapters 2,
11, 14, 15 and, most especially, Chapter 16; and to the latter for allowing
me to use freely materials which appeared in our joint authorship of the
Children Act 1975 and for suffering innumerable incursions into his office
for consultation. I also wish to thank Mr Ken Lidstone, also of the Sheffield
Law Faculty, for his close scrutiny of Chapters 12 and 13, and Mr Donald
Blakey for reading most of the proofs. Convention requires me to record
formally their total exculpation from any errors which may appear in the
final product.

For the preparation in typewritten form of that product I thank my
former secretary, Mrs Joan Wilson, who was assisted by Miss Helen
Forrester. I am grateful to the President and Governing Body of Wolfson
College, Cambridge, for a Visiting Fellowship which enabled me to make
the delay in completion of the book less unconscionable than it might
otherwise have been, and to my publishers for their continued, unfailing
courtesy and assistance. My heaviest debt, however, is to my wife for her
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inestimable patience and support in what has certainly been a protracted
period.

I have tried to state the law as at 1 October 1988, but the indefinite
postponement of Part II of the Family Law Reform Act 1987 meant last
minute amendments at proof stage, especially of Chapter 2. Reference is
also made to a few decisions reported since that date, and I have been
able to incorporate those relevant provisions of the Criminal Justice Act
1988 which subsequently came into force.

H K Bevan
October 1988

Vi
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