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PREFACE

The third edition of this casebook (itself a successor to a volume with
fewer authors) aims to build on the strengths of its predecessors. Specifical-
ly, we have continued to emphasize intellectual challenge. To that end, we
have chosen main cases that raise difficult issues on interesting facts and
supplemented those cases with extensive notes. What is new about this
edition is neither the ambition nor the style but rather the execution. In
ways large and small, we have revised and refined these materials in light
of our classroom experience. The most noticeable such change is a new
Chapter III entitled ‘“Mens Rea: Illustrations from Federal Law.” This
chapter presents optional materials on difficult mens rea issues from
federal law and allows simplification and shortening of the preceding
chapter on ‘“The Criminal Mind.” We think ‘“teachability’’ is thereby
improved.

In addition to revisions based on teaching experience, we have also
updated our treatment of many subjects, especially those involving social
science information. Our aim has been to combine intellectual sophistica-
tion with the clarity and accessibility that sustain use of a book in the
classroom. We hope we have succeeded in that ambition and invite users
(and others) to let us know where we have not.

RJB
AMC
JCJar
PWL

April 2010

Charlottesville
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