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Human Security, Law and the
Prevention of Terrorism

This study examines two important questions regarding terrorism and political
violence: which threats to human security constitute root causes for collective
violence and which adequate responses for these root causes are available to the
international community.

The responses are examined on the basis of international law, in particular
human rights law, and within the concept of human security, with the goal of
fostering a long-term reduction in political violence. Drawing on existing polit-
ical discussions and research about the root causes of terrorism, Zwitter develops
a legal framework for the application of legal terrorism prevention tools. This
study serves as a framework of action and analysis using concepts and particu-
larly legal frameworks which are already broadly or universally recognized to
increase the applicability of the framework without having to invent new legal
regimes. In doing so it makes use of the concept of human security for tackling
breeding grounds and other facilitators of terrorism, making the approach uni-
versally accessible.

Combining social science research with legal sociology and international law,
this book will be of interest to students and scholars of politics, international
relations, security studies, conflict studies and law.

Andrej Zwitter is Assistant Professor for International Relations and Interna-
tional Organization at the University of Groningen, Netherlands.
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Preface

This study investigates the threats to human security that lead to terrorism and
how the international community may respond on the basis of international law.
In doing so it makes particular use of human rights law within the concept of
human security to consider responses that are appropriate to foster a long-term
reduction in political violence, namely terrorism. Based on current political and
scientific discussions surrounding the root causes of terrorism, it develops a
framework for the application of legal tools within the concept of human secur-
ity for tackling breeding grounds and other facilitators of terrorism. As such, this
study is the first of its kind.

One fundamental idea behind this work is to use legal frameworks and polit-
ical concepts which are already broadly or universally recognized. This is done
in order to increase the applicability of the study’s framework without having to
invent new legal regimes, given that law-making and consensus-finding in inter-
national law and international relations are lengthy processes. The study con-
cludes that the legal and political tools for the long-term prevention of terrorism
are already available in international law but that they are not yet being applied
for this purpose. Instead of stressing the need to adhere to human rights when
applying counter-terrorism measures, | will emphasize that human rights are not
a hindrance to fighting terrorism (as many military and police strategists would
argue), but that the implementation of human rights within the proper framework
and with the right intention is the best way of avoiding political violence in the
first place. As such, this book aims to pave the way to approach the prevention
of terrorism in a similar way as contemporary conflict prevention, by dealing
with root causes and by transforming attitudes and discourses.
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