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Key Resources

The State of Food and Agriculture

The State of Food and Agriculture, FAQ's
major annual flagship publication, aims
at bringing to a wider audience balanced
science-based assessments of important
issues in the field of food and agriculture.
Each edition of the report contains a com-
prehensive, yet easily accessible, overview
of a selected topic of major relevance for
rural and agricultural development and
for global food security. This is supple-
mented by a synthetic overview of the cur-
rent global agricultural situation.

WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE

2009: Livestock in the balance S e
2010-11: Women in Agriculture: Closing
the gender gap for development

Publication cycle: Annual

Webpage: www.fao.org/publications/sofa
Looking Ahead in World Food and Agriculture

How will the world feed itself in 20507
This volume, which is a compilation of pa-
pers authored by world-class experts, ad-
dresses this very question. Agricultural
and food demand is expected to slow over
the next decades, following slowing pop-
ulation growth and rising incomes. How-
ever, population will still grow consider-
ably in the coming decades, and require
world agricultural production to increase
substantially by 2050. Other areas ex-
plored in the volume are natural resources
- notably land and water - as well as cap-
ital, investment and technology.

Webpagez http' :gmnh‘uul :?nga Ir’nen: Etonov:its Divm{s'i‘on' @?@
//www.fao.org/economic/esa/esag/en/ e
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How to use this book

The 2012 edition of the FAO Statistical Yearbook represents a break away from FAO
tradition. Through employing data from global statistical providers, including FAQ,
the publication presents a visual synthesis of the major trends and factors shaping the
global food and agricultural landscape and their interplay with broader environmental,
social and economic dimensions. In doing so, it strives to serve as a unigue reference
point on the state of world food and agricutture for policy-makers, donor agencies,
researchers and analysts as well as the general public.

The book is subdivided into four thematic parts, where an attempt is made to exhaus-
tively present the spectrum of issues relevant to the subject matter:

Part 1 measures the state of the agricultural resource base, by assess-
ing the supply of land, [abour, capital, inputs and the adequacy of infrastructure,
and also examines the pressure on the world food system stemming from demo-
graphic and macroeconomic change

Part 2 gauges the state of foodkinsecurity and malnutrition, mea- k
suring the multitude of dimensions that give rise to hunger and those that shape

undernourishment

Part 3 evaluates the past and present productive capacity of world
agriculture together with the role of trade in meeting changing food, feed and
other demands

Part 4 examines the sustainability of agriculture in the con-

text of the pressure it exerts on the environment, including the interaction of
agriculture with climate change, and how it can provide ecosystem services in
relation to the bio-based economy

Multiple page spreads are used to present each thematic issue. Each spread contains

a visualization of the data by way of maps and charts and is accompanied by text that
provides a background to the salient issues as well as an assessment of current trends.

Data are made available for virtually all countries in the world, excluding principalities
and minor territories. '

We follow the M49 convention of the United Nations Statistics Division in reporting

‘geographical regions for statistical use”. See (http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/
m49/m49regin.htm). The most recent data are given, but when country data have
not been reported for the reference year, an asterisk () is placed on the year label to
indicate ‘closest to” that year.

How to retrieve Yearbook data

The data used in this book are presented via charts and maps that form the basis of key
indicators. A more detailed overview of the data is provided by way of tables located
at the end of each thematic part. Documentation about the data, their methodoldgy
and sources can be found through the MetaLink key below each indicator. For the web
version, the user can simply click on the MetaLink key, and will be directed to infor-
mation about the data. Furthermore, a small icon allows the user to directly download
the data presented in each indicator.
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